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Preface

This document is intended for researchers who want to understand the evolution of policy or the
policy in place at a particular point in time. This document is not intended for personal advice or
to aid in decision-making. The authors have made significant effort to identify and collect historical
information pertaining to these policies, to accurately represent these policies, and to communicate
how policies may interact to determine legal requirements. The policies presented in this document
focus on rules applicable to most individuals aged 50 and older from 1992. Many systems include
special policies for specific groups. Weencourage all users to complete their own reviewof literature
in this area depending on the research questions they have in mind.

If you have feedback or questions or identify an error, please contact policy@g2aging.org.

Background— Gateway Policy Explorer: Early Life Policy Series

The Gateway Policy Explorer (http://g2aging.org/policy-explorer) is part of the Gateway to Global
Aging Data (http://g2aging.org) project. The Early Life Policy Series captures historical policy that
affects the birth cohorts of respondents in the surveys covered by the Gateway. It was motivated by
the rapid evolution of policies affecting older people across theworld. As the Health and Retirement
Study (HRS) began in 1992 and many of the international network of studies (HRS-INS) cover more
than a decade, understanding the policies in place at the time of the survey has become more
demanding for researchers.

Why are we tracking past policy? Individuals make choices based on current policies and the
outcomes we see today may reflect responses to past policies. When interpreting the survey
responses of individuals, an understanding of the policy environment under which those individuals
operate is critical. The collection of contextual information in the Gateway Policy Explorer aims
to support researchers who want to understand or use policy changes in their research and provide
context for longitudinal or cross-country differences. Over the period 2023–2027 theGateway Policy
Explorer will be expanded to include information on retirement, long-term care, education, and
other policies affecting the life cycle.

The key dimensions to the Gateway Policy Explorer: Early Life Policy Series are country and time. In
the United States, policy is reported at the state level. We prioritize data collection for each country
or state based on when respondents, largely born after 1900, would be affected by the policy topic.

A separate document, like this one, is developed for each policy covered in the Gateway Policy
Explorer: Early Life Policy Series. Depending on the complexity of the topic, separate documents
may be created for each country as well.

http://g2aging.org/policy-explorer
http://g2aging.org


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

USA Compulsory Schooling Policy Details
1900-2024 * †

In the late 1800s, compulsory school attendance laws became a key strategy in mitigating child labor in the United States. Therefore,
compulsory schooling laws and laws restricting child labor were often passed simultaneously or within short timeframes of one another.
These policies became cohesive with one another over time as child labor policies maintain compliance with compulsory schooling laws
and vice versa. While there is no federal mandate for compulsory school attendance laws, these laws are enforced in all 50 states, with
a typical school starting age of 6 years old.

Figure 1: Selection of School Leaving Policies by Birth Year and State
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is designed with hyperlinks. Most PDF readers have shortcuts that permit a reader to return to the previous location after selecting a hyperlink. In Adobe Acrobat
on a PC: “Alt” + “←”; In Adobe Acrobat on a MAC: “command” + “←”; In Preview on a MAC: “command” + “[”.
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1. Introduction

Technical Approach

We determine reform dates to compulsory schooling policies by identifying the original text of the legislation. The original legislation
was primarily identified using HeinOnline, a research platform that contains session laws for all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands. HathiTrust Digital Library and state legislative websites were also referenced.1 Reform dates are identified as the effective dates
for policies when they are approved, unless

• the legislation explicitly states an effective date or affected cohort, or
• subsequent legislation is identified that alters the interpretation of the intended law (e.g., delays or suspends the schooling

policy).

Determining who is affected by a reform generally requires understanding the start and end of the typical academic year in a state’s
primary and secondary schooling system. A school year (SY) typically does not follow the calendar year, which may lead to confusion
regarding who is affected by a compulsory schooling reform. The SY varies based on state laws. In most states, the SY spans from July to
June of the following calendar year. We define a SY based on a state’s convention. In some states, the effective SY for enrollment differs
slightly from the SY. For example, in California, the effective SY for enrollment typically begins December 1 and is completed byNovember
of the following year. We define the SY in California as December to November. However, in Arkansas, students are permitted to enroll
in a SY if they are age eligible by October 1. Consequently, we adjust the effective SY for enrollment to be from October to September of
the following calendar year.

Compulsory schooling laws will typically become effective on the first day of the SY, making that the affected school year. Alternatively,
the law may specify the affected school year or specify transitional provisions. In cases where the effective date occurs during a SY
and no transitional provisions are stated in the law, we adjust effective dates of policies based on the next effective SY for enrollment.
The rationale for this assumption is that we do not believe most policies would have required people who have already completed
compulsory schooling requirements under the previous policy to return to school. For example, if a school year is from September to
August, and a policy is passed in April 1962 raising compulsory school duration from 8 to 9 years, then we assume a person born in
September 1946, who started school in the year they reach age 7 and who had the option to leave school at age 14 after completing their
8th consecutive year of schooling in SY 1960-61, would not have been required to return to school less than 1 year later to complete a
9th year of schooling.

A notable exception to the assumption of enforcement beginning with the next SY is when legislation repeals the state’s existing
compulsory schooling mandate. This is typically seen in southern states in the late 1950s and early 1960s, where several state
legislatures repealed compulsory schoolingmandates as ameans of resisting racial integration in schools in the wake of the US Supreme
Court decision in the case of Brown v. Board of Education. When a compulsory schooling mandate is repealed, we assume that
enforcement for compulsory schooling law ends on the effective date of the law, even if it is in the middle of a school year. In this
instance, we also adjust compulsory schooling durations for each birth cohort to reflect the number of years of compulsory schooling
they would have completed before the law was repealed. For more information on desegregation, see Chapter 2 of this document.

It is not uncommon for legislation to vary based on the size, population, or classification of a district. Regions may be classified
explicitly based on these parameters, or by their designation as cities of the first, second, or third class. For example, in 1907, Nebraska
established a school leaving age of 16 for individuals in cities and metropolitan areas. For students in rural school districts, the leaving
age was 15. To enable analysis of policies at the state level, we define the state’s policy as the one affecting the greatest share of the
population. By definition, this is typically the law applicable to cities and metropolitan areas. Specifically, when a law dictates different
compulsory schooling ages for urban and rural areas, we define the law applicable in the urban area as the state’s law and include a note
on the within-state variation in policy in the chapter summary. In the aforementioned example, the school leaving age for Nebraska in
1907 is specified as 16.

It was also common for the earliest compulsory schooling laws to not require attendance for the full school year. Many states would
require attendance for a certain number of weeks, and only a portion of those weeks needed to be consecutive. Over time, all states
eventually required that individuals of compulsory schooling age attend school for the full academic year. In both situations when
attendance was required for only a portion of the year and when it was required for the full school year, affected cohorts were coded as
required to attend school.

Compulsory schooling laws in the US generally define the starting age and the leaving age. In some cases, the law specifies the starting
age and duration of compulsory schooling.
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We develop the following cross-country harmonized measures based on this policy information:
• Compulsory school starting age: We define this as the age an individual reaches during the school year that they begin

compulsory schooling. There are a few different ways a state may present this information in law:
– Age achievement during SY: This is equivalent to our harmonized definition for starting age. For example, in Florida,

compulsory schooling starts in the SY when a person reaches age 6. In this example, they may begin compulsory schooling
at age 5 as long as they reach age 6 at some point during the SY.

– Age achievement before SY: In this case, we define starting age as 1 year later (e.g., Arkansas).
• Compulsory school leaving age: We define this as the age an individual reaches in their last year of compulsory schooling. This

may be a full or partial year of schooling. There are several different ways states present this in law:
– Leaving age achievement during SY: This is our harmonized definition for leaving age and is typically a consequence of

school starting age and duration being specified by law.
– Leaving age achievement: A person may leave school immediately upon reaching the leaving age, which means their final

year may be a partial year.
If the leaving age is specified in the law, we use the age specified according to the rules above. For laws that do not specify the
leaving age, we impute this value. In instances where the school leaving age is imputed, we assign the value based on ourmeasure
of compulsory school starting age plus our measure of compulsory school duration minus 1.

• Compulsory schooling duration: The required duration of compulsory schooling, measured as the sum of completed school
years. We follow these conventions:
– Type 1 —duration specified by law: We assign the value established in law. It is equal to the total elapsed years of

education between our measures of starting age and leaving age, which is equivalent to the difference between these two
ages plus 1.

– Type 2 —duration imputed: We impute a measure equal to the total elapsed years of education from our measure of
starting age to the leaving age, which is equivalent to the difference between these two ages.

We use these cross-country harmonized measures to calculate the first birth cohort affected by compulsory schooling reforms. Across
measures, the first individuals affected by a policy are those who reached a certain age in the affected school year. Our rationale for
this approach is that the cohort that reaches the new school starting or leaving age in the first SY of the policy being enforced is the first
cohort to compulsorily attend school for the full duration required by the new law.

The first birth cohort affected by the first institution of a compulsory schooling law is calculated by subtracting the school starting age
from the effective date of the policy.

• Example: A compulsory schooling law established as effective in September 1915 with a starting age of 8 (based on our harmonized
definition of compulsory school starting age) and a leaving age of 14 would first affect individuals born in September 1907, who
would reach age 8 in SY 1915-16 and be required to enroll in their first year of compulsory schooling.

The first birth cohort affected by a reform changing our measure of the leaving age is calculated by subtracting from the effective date
of the policy from the original leaving age.

• Example 1: A policy effective in SY 1966-67 increasing the schooling leaving age from 14 to 15 would affect people born in SY 1952-53
who would be 14 in SY 1966-67 when the policy went into effect, and therefore these individuals would be required to remain for
an additional year of school. People born in SY 1951-52 would have reached age 14 in SY 1965-66 and completed their compulsory
schooling requirement. Our approach assumes that these individuals would not be required to return to school. We operate
under this assumption unless transitional provisions are specified in the law.

• Example 2: A policy effective in SY 1945-46 lowering the school leaving age from 15 to 14 would affect those born in SY 1930-31 who
would be 15 in the SY when the policy went into effect. This cohort would not be required to enroll in school in SY 1945-46 and they
would be the first cohort for whom the compulsory schooling requirement ends at age 14.

The first birth cohort affected by a reform changing our measure of the starting age is calculated by subtracting the lesser of the original
and new starting age from the effective date of the policy.

• Example 1: A policy effective in SY 2017-18 decreasing the school starting age from 7 to 6 would affect people born in SY 2011-12
who would reach age 6 in SY 2017-18 when the policy went into effect, and therefore these individuals would be required to start
schooling 1 year earlier.

• Example 2: A policy effective in SY 1946-47 increasing the school starting age from 6 to 7 would first affect people born in SY
1940-41. These individuals would reach age 6 in SY 1946-47 and because of the new reform, they would not be required to start
school until SY 1947-48 (when they reach age 7).

For US states, we also identify the minimum ages to be eligible for work permits. The effective cohort for the first work permit policy in
a state is calculated as the first cohort reaching the full-time work permit age on the effective date of the policy. For example, a policy
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establishing a work permit age of 14 in September 1915 would first affect individuals born in September 1901.

When a policy changes the full-time work permit age, the first birth cohort affected is calculated by subtracting the lesser of the original
and new work permit age from the effective date of the policy.

• Example 1: A policy effective in January 1965 that increases the full-time work permit age from 14 to 15 would first affect people
born in January 1951. This birth cohort would reach age 14 in January 1965, but due to the new policy, would need to wait an
additional year until they reached age 15 to obtain a full-time work permit.

• Example 2: A policy effective in January 1930 that lowers the full-time work permit age from 15 to 14 would first affect individuals
born in January 1916. This cohort would reach age 14 when the reform went into effect, becoming eligible for work permits.

This document records compulsory schooling policy changes going back to the middle of the 19th century, when these policies were
first being implemented in several states. However, when calculating birth cohorts, we begin with January 1900 to encompass those
individuals who are covered in the Health and Retirement Study (HRS), which began in 1992 and surveys people in the United States
aged 51 and older.

Notes:
1. Other scholars have not referenced the original compulsory schooling legislation to the same extent when conducting their

analyses. Lleras-Muney (2002) relies upon the Biennial Survey of Education, a collection of statistics gathered andmade available
every two years by the U.S. Office of Education. Angrist and Krueger (1991) use Census data. While the Biennial Surveys and Census
data are easily accessible and informative, their main limitation is that they do not collect compulsory schooling data annually
and are instead looking at a 2-10 year period. It is possible that changes in the compulsory schooling ages reported by these
sources may be attributed to a period after the implementation year.
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2. USA Federal Policies

Editor’s note
Compulsory school attendance policies in the United States are enacted and enforced at the state level. There is no federal
mandate requiring school attendance for minors. However, the federal government has imposed regulations on state authority
in enforcing compulsory school attendance laws, primarily through judicial decisions made in the Supreme Court.

In addition to education, states have also historically established and enforced laws regulating the employment ofminors. While
many states enforce more stringent laws regulating child labor than the federal government requires, the federal government
has nevertheless been essential in establishing minimum standards for the employment of minors.

This chapter provides a brief historical overview of legislative and judicial regulations passed by the United States federal
government. The background provided in this chapter offers important context for compulsory schooling laws legislated at
the state level.

State-level governance on compulsory schooling was shaped by federal-level decisions on 3 key issues: the scope of state regulatory
authority over schools, racial segregation of schools, and child labor. These issues are detailed below.

Regulatory Authority

In 1922, the state of Oregon passed a compulsory school attendance law that required all minors between the ages of 8 and 16 to attend
public school for the full academic year (Jorgenson, 1968). The law provided exemptions for minors who resided far away from schools,
and for those with mental or physical disabilities. In effect, this policy eliminated parental school choice in the state of Oregon. A case
was brought against the state of Oregon by two organizations that operated private schools: The Society of Sisters of the Holy Names of
Jesus and Mary and the Hill Military Academy. Both cases named the governor of Oregon, Walter Pierce, as the defendant. The Supreme
Court jointly ruled on these cases in March 1925, stating that the 1922 law unconstitutionally interferes with the liberty of parents to
direct their children’s education (Pierce v. Hill Military Academy, 1925; Pierce v. Society of Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary,
1925). While the Supreme Court upheld the right to school choice for parents and guardians, the court also upheld states’ rights to
exercise regulatory control over education in both public and private schools.

Parental rights were further upheld in 1972 (Wisconsin v. Yoder, 1972). The Supreme Court ruled that the State of Wisconsin could not
require that Amish children follow compulsory schooling laws beyond the 8th grade, citing an infringement of their parents’ freedom of
religion. This case became an important precedent for religious exemptions to compulsory schooling mandates.

Racial Segregation

In 1892, the Supreme Court upheld race-based segregation in public schools (Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896). Although the case adjudicated
was about public transportation, the Supreme Court ruled that in general, segregated public facilities did not violate the Equal
Protections Clause of the Constitution provided that the facilities were equal in quality. Through this ruling, and under the doctrine
of “separate but equal”, the Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of race-based segregation in the public school system.

Westminster School Dist. of Orange County v. Mendez (1946) was one of the first court cases to challenge the “separate but equal”
doctrine (National Park Service, n.d.). Citing the social and psychological harms of isolating Mexican students based on their ancestry,
a U.S. District Court ruled in favor ofMendez andordered the desegregation of California schools. The decisionwas upheld in an appellate
court and codified into state law in 1947 in the Anderson Bill, making California the first state to desegregate its public schools (National
Park Service, n.d.). This case, while not brought to the Supreme Court, set the stage for federal desegregation efforts in the following
years.

The Plessy v. Ferguson ruling was overturned in the 1954 decision on Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (Brown v. Board of Education
of Topeka, 1954). In this case, the Supreme Court ruled that the use of separate facilities based on race is inherently unequal, and
therefore violates the Equal Protections Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. While this ruling determined race-based discrimination
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in schools to be unconstitutional, the Supreme Court did not elicit action from state and local school boards until the case was re-argued
in 1955 (Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka - 2, 1955). In this ruling, the Supreme Court placed the onus on school authorities to
take action in complying with the first ruling. A consequence of these ruling was that state and local school boards were required to
actively desegregate public schools in a reasonable but emergent timeframe. Between 1955 and 1956, more than 70%of school districts
in the border states (middle-ground states of the American Civil War: Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, and West Virginia) were
desegregated (Pahowka, 2006).

“Massive Resistance” to Desegregation
While desegregation effortswere initiated inmany states, some state and local authorities reacted to themandatewith attempts to resist
or circumvent the implementation of the Supreme Court’s ruling (Pahowka, 2006). This resistance was both implicit, through lackluster
implementation andenforcement of desegregation strategies, and explicit, through codified legislative efforts to undermine the Supreme
Court’s ruling. These efforts were embraced in a plan initiated by Senator Harry Byrd of Virginia, known as “Massive Resistance” (Legal
Defense Fund, n.d.). This plan was proliferated in the Southern Manifesto, a document that expressed discontent with the Supreme
Court’s decision in Brown, citing an overreach of the judicial branch’s power over states’ rights (Byrd, 1956). The Southern Manifesto
garnered the support of 19 US senators and 82 members of the House of Representatives. The sections below provide a brief overview
of the implementation of the Massive Resistance movement in selected states.

The sections belowprovide a brief overviewof the implementation of theMassive Resistancemovement in selected states, and succinctly
discuss how each state’s strategy either affected or had the potential to affect compulsory schooling.

Arkansas
Arkansas engaged in multiple efforts to resist desegregation following the Brown decision. Early in 1957, the state legislature decreed
that nominor would be required to attend an integrated school (Arkansas State Legislature, 1957). Later that same year, Governor Orval
Fabus ordered the state National Guard to block the entry of nine Black students into Little Rock Central High School (Lonnie Bunch,
n.d.). While the latter effort was ultimately unsuccessful, resistance to integration in Arkansas remained. In 1959 a pupil placement law
was passed that allowed local boards of education to assign and transfer students and teachers to any school within or outside of their
jurisdiction. This law remained in place until its repeal in 1983 (Arkansas State Legislature, 1983). While these policies did not directly
affect compulsory schooling in Arkansas, together they created circumstances in which it was more difficult for Black students to attend
school.

Georgia
Following the first Brown ruling, the legislature of the state of Georgia amended the state’s constitution with a provision to stop funding
any school district that attempted to desegregate (O’Brien, 1993). Although this amendment was struck down in courts, the state
continued to actively resist the desegregation of its public schools. In 1956, the state legislature also authorized the governor to close
public schools, provide tuition grants to students enrolling in private schools, and to use public education funds and infrastructure for
private schools (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1956). Many public schools that were ordered to desegregate by courts were closed
and replaced with private schools. Students who were affected by these closures were eligible for tuition grants, although these grants
were not equally distributed to Black and White students (O’Brien, 1993). In 1961, under a new governor, the State of Georgia repealed
its school segregation laws and began the process of desegregating public schools. Although these practices did not directly impact
compulsory schooling as a whole in Georgia, they severely curbed the ability of Black students to attend school.

Mississippi
The state ofMississippi’s initial attempts to resist desegregationweremade through funding for Black schools. In July 1954, state officials
proposed an expansion of the state’s existing equalization program, promising equal resources to Black andWhite schools provided that
members of the Black delegation would not advocate for an end to racial segregation in the state (Bolton, 2017).

In 1956, the state legislature passed a statute ending the compulsory school attendance mandate, ensuring that White students would
not have to attend desegregated schools (Mississippi State Legislature, 1956). Building on this measure after the passage of the 1964
Civil Rights Act, Mississippi implemented freedom of choice, allowing students to enroll in any school across the state regardless of
their place of residence (Bolton, 2009). However, social pressures and discrimination discouraged Black parents from enrolling their
children in better-funded White schools.

The state began to desegregate schools after a 1968 federal court order, although students were still not compelled to enroll in schools.1

The Mississippi legislature re-established a compulsory schooling law in 1977, but this law did not penalize noncompliance and was
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therefore not enforced (Mississippi State Legislature, 1977). Mississippi finally began to enforce compulsory school attendance through
House Bill No. 15 of 1982, which went into effect for school year (SY) 1983-84 (Mississippi State Legislature, 1982). In summary, from
1956 to 1983, individuals in Mississippi were not required to attend school.

Although Mississippi schools have been under federal scrutiny since the 1960s, desegregation efforts in Mississippi are still underway.
Schools in Cleveland, Mississippi were forced to desegregate in 2017, and 32 school districts remain in litigation with federal courts for
segregation practices as of 2023 (Associated Press, 2023).

Missouri
Prior to the state’s adoption of compulsory schooling laws, in 1865, the Missouri state legislature passed a law that allowed for the
closure of schools for Black students if their average daily attendance per month was less than twelve students (Morice & Hunt, 2007).
In the coming decades, this attendance threshold was lowered several times, and it was eight by 1893. Since Missouri’s Black population
was quite small during the late 19th Century, this lawmeant that the thresholdwas often difficult tomeet, and schools for Black students
were frequently closed as a result. If their school closed, Black students could either choose to attend another school – which was often
not practical due to distance – or to stop their education. Missouri’s prohibitive attendance threshold law for Black students remained
in place until the Brown v. Board of Education decision in 1954.

North Carolina
Following Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954, 1955), the state of North Carolina formed a special advisory committee on
education which was tasked with creating policies to preserve the segregated structure of the public school system. On March 30,
1955, following recommendations of the committee, the legislature of the state of North Carolina passed the Pupil Assignment Act,
delegating desegregation efforts to local school districts. This act was intended to delay integration of public schools (Miller, 2017). In
1956, the state legislature passed the Pearsall Plan, which comprised of statutes codified with the intent of preserving racial segregation
in the public school system (Miller, 2017). The Pearsall Plan included tuition grants for White children to attend private schools,
voluntary school assignment, and a waiver of the compulsory school attendance law for any minor who was assigned to a racially
integrated school against their will (North Carolina State Legislature, 1956). Compulsory schooling remained in place throughout the
state, however; the Pearsall Plan created new exemptions to attendance rules but did not redefine them. The Pupil Assignment Act
was repealed in 1969 following a district court’s ruling in Goodwin v. Johnson that the state, not local school districts, was in charge of
desegregating public schools (Goodwin v. Johnson, 1964). The Pearsall Plan was struck down by courts in the following year in Swann v.
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971). Desegregation efforts commenced in North Carolina in the 1970s, but many districts
remained under court orders to desegregate well into the 1990s (Miller, 2017).

South Carolina
South Carolina employed two principal strategies to resist the integration of the state’s schools. First, they engaged in a massive
equalization campaign to uphold the “separate but equal” doctrine established by Plessy v. Ferguson. In 1951, the state established
its first sales tax to improve the quality of Black schools, and in the next five years, $124,329,394 was raised, with approximately ⅔ of
the funds going to Black schools (Lowcountry Digital History Initiative, n.d.).

Governor James F. Byrnes also established the South Carolina School Committee in 1951, which became known as the Gressette
Committee after its chairman, State SenatorMarionGressette. The committeewas taskedwith developing alternatives to desegregation,
the most notable of which was the repeal of the state’s compulsory attendance laws in 1955 (Solomon, 1955; Southern Education
Reporting Service, 1955b). While the law did eliminate compulsory schooling for all students across the state, its language was evasive;
rather than explicitly stating that attendance was no longer required, the state legislature redesignated “attendance teachers” as
“visiting teachers” who could “interest… nonattending children” in school and seek to “influenc[e] them by means of persuasion to
attend school regularly,” but who could not compel them to do so (Legislature of South Carolina, 1955; Southern Education Reporting
Service, 1955a). In 1967, South Carolina ruled to reinstitute compulsory attendance, and this measure went into effect statewide in 1974
(Legislature of South Carolina, 1967). Therefore, individuals in South Carolina were not legally required to attend school from 1955 to
1974.

Virginia
Virginia created a Pupil Placement Board in 1956 with the task of assigning students to specific schools within their districts (Hershman,
2021). To avoid violating the Fourteenth Amendment, the board placed students in schools based on multiple criteria, in attempt to
obscure the fact that student placement was racially motivated. Students who were placed in integrated schools were provided tuition
grants to attend segregated private schools. These laws were passed along with 11 other statutes in the Stanley Plan, a strategy intended
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to ensure continuity in racial segregation in the state’s public schools despite the court ruling (Vaughan, 2008). State legislators went
as far as forcing the closure of public schools in districts that attempted to desegregate.2 Public schools in Virginia remained segregated
until 1959when desegregation orderswere enforced by federal courts. Although these practices did not eliminate compulsory schooling,
they limited the ability of Black students to attend high-quality schools.

Federal courts continued to uphold the ruling in Brown v. Board of Education in the decades following the ruling, incrementally
pressuring states to desegregate, and maintaining the government’s de jure, or legal, stance against race-based segregation. However,
through discriminatory practices, many school districts across the country remained racially segregated. One strategy for circumventing
federal desegregation policies and perpetuating de facto segregation (segregation in practice) was through the proliferation of private
schools and channeling of public funds into these schools rather than into the public school system. There was an uptick in attendance
at private and charter schools shortly after the Brown rulings, especially in southern states where integration was themost contentious.
Between 1950 and 1965, southern states experienced their highest growth in private school enrollment (Tailsa Trevino et. al., 2024).
During this time period, White families typically had the resources to send their children to private and charter schools. For White
families that could not afford private school, tuition vouchers were granted (Pierce, 2024). Although the increased prevalence of private
schools and tuition assistance for private schools was framed as promoting school choice, Black students were systematically excluded
from these schools through subjective admissions standards and criteria for tuition vouchers (Ford, Johnson, & Partelow, 2017).

Segregation in the public school system is particularly prevalent in metropolitan areas based on data from the 2017-18 Private School
Universe Survey and Common Core of Data (Potter, 2022). Because students are placed in public schools depending on their area
of residency, another significant component of de facto segregation is the composition of neighborhoods. The Federal Housing
Administration (FHA) rates neighborhoods or zones based on their overall value, thereby influencing property values and the allocation
of resources and investments within the neighborhood. The FHA often historically provided the lowest ratings to neighborhoods that are
racially diverse or predominantly comprising minority communities. This practice was termed as “redlining” because these low-rated
zones were marked with the color red on FHA maps. Although the practice of redlining has been illegal since 1968, the effects lingered
for much longer. The rise of suburbs after World War 2 enabled White families to move away from redlined districts in cities and into
predominantly white neighborhoods with their own school districts, furthering the relegation of diverse neighborhoods (Ramsey, n.d.).
Due to this and other socioeconomic factors, many schools are still implicitly segregated in the present.
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Child Labor Laws

Child labor was prevalent in the United States in the early 20th century. The 1900 census revealed that over 2 million minors
were employed in manufacturing, agriculture, mills, mines, and retail across the United States (Schuman, 2017). In response, the
federal government passed HR 8234 on September 1, 1916, effective September 1, 1917 (United States Congress, 1916). Known as the
Keating-Owen Act of 1916, this act restricted interstate commerce for firms that used child labor in their production processes. The
Keating-Owen Act banned the sale of goods from manufacturing establishments employing minors under 14, from mines employing
minors under 16, and from any firm employing minors between the ages of 14 and 16 overnight, for over 8 hours in one day, or for six
days in one week. The Keating-Owen Act had limited effectiveness, as it only restricted trade for firms that sold products across state
lines. Even so, the act was considered an overreach of federal authority and a violation of the sanctity of contract by the Supreme Court
in 1918 (Hammer v. Dagenhart, 1918).

To replace the Keating-Owen Act, Congress included a tax on the employment of children in the 1918 Revenue Bill. Effective February 24,
1919, this stipulation would have levied a 10% tax on the net profits of any firm employing minors under 14, and on any mine operator
employing minors under the age of 16 (United States Congress, 1919). This act was also ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in
1922 (Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co., 1922).

During the Great Depression (1929-1939), difficult working conditions led to a movement by workers for federal regulations on
employment. This movement culminated in the passage of the Fair Labor Standards Act, a comprehensive policy that placed regulations
onworker conditions andwages for all employees in the United States. The act was signed into law on July 25, 1938 and effective October
24, 1938 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). Among other regulations, the Fair Labor Standards Act established a federal minimum wage
and the 40-hour work week, required overtime pay, required record-keeping of work hours and wages, and created protections for
minors.

The child labor regulations imposed by the Fair Labor Standards Act established a minimum work permit age: individuals are able to
work full-time beginning at age 16 and outside of school hours beginning at age 14 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). The law also
placed regulations on the hours of work for people under age 18 and restricted them to employment in non-hazardous occupations.
With amendments, the 1938 Fair Labor Standards Act is still applicable for all employers in the United States. FLSA provides a set of
minimal protections for children in the workplace; no state can have a full-time work permit age of less than 16 or a vacation permit
age of less than 14. Many states, however, regulate child labor more stringently than required by the Fair Labor Standards Act, either
establishing a higher work permit age, setting minimum literacy requirements that individuals must satisfy before they are able to leave
school to work full-time, or both. In cases where state regulations are more strict than the federal regulations, the state regulations
supersede FLSA.

Considering child labor legislation is crucial to understanding the context of compulsory schooling laws. Full-time work permits,
part-time work permits, and hardship work permits all provide exemptions to full-time compulsory school attendance to different
degrees. Studying when and under what circumstances individuals were able to leave school, when they otherwise would have attended
school full-time, can provide valuable insights into late-life outcomes.

Notes:

1. The Supreme Court ruled that freedom of choice was an ineffective desegregation method in 1968 (Green v. County School Board
of New Kent City, 1967).

2. In 1958, a federal judge ordered the desegregation of schools in Warren County, Charlottesville, and Norfolk. In response, the
state cut funding for public schools in these counties and forced their closure (Vaughan, 2008).
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3. Alabama

School Attendance

Alabama’s first compulsory schooling law became effective in
1917 and required that all people ages 8 to 15 attend school.
Since 2014, individuals ages 6 to 17 have been required to attend
school.

Key Dates
First law: 1917
Major changes since 1917: 1919, 1931, 1995, 2009, 2014

Alabama’s first compulsory attendance law, passed in 1915 and effective in 1917, required all individuals ages 8 to 15 to attend school
for a minimum of 80 days per academic year (Legislature of Alabama, 1915, Act No. 470, §1). Local boards of education could reduce
the annual compulsory attendance period to a minimum of 60 days, and people were exempt from attendance requirements if they
had completed the seventh grade, lived over 2.5 miles from the nearest school, or needed to work to support their families. In 1919,
the state legislature raised the school leaving age to 16 and mandated that individuals attend for the full academic year, while allowing
local boards of education to reduce the annual attendance period to 100 days (Legislature of Alabama, 1919, Act No. 442, Article 15,
§§1-2). The next amendment to Alabama’s compulsory attendance law was in 1956 when the state legislature changed the compulsory
schooling ages to 7 to 16 (Legislature of Alabama, 1956, Act No. 117, §6). Also in 1956, and in response to Brown v. Board, Alabama
legislators determined that school boards could close schools rather than integrate them; however, this measure was not carried out
in practice, as many White families elected to send their children to separate schools rather than to integrated schools (Hannah-Jones,
Nikole, 2017; Harvey, Gordon, 2023). In 1961, the state established that residents could test out of compulsory schooling requirements if
they had completed at least the 12th grade of the standard curriculum (Legislature of Alabama, 1961, Chapter 273, §5). Several decades
later, in 2009, the school leaving age changed to 17 (Legislature of Alabama, 2009, Act No. 564, §1). As of 2014, Alabama has mandated
that all people ages 6 to 17 attend school, although individuals who are 6 years old may delay enrollment for one year with parental
consent (Legislature of Alabama, 2014, Act No. 403, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 1.

Table 1: Alabama–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
October 1908 - August 1949 9 16 8
September 1948 - August 1993 8 16 9
September 1993 - August 2008 8 17 10
September 2007 - Present 7 17 11
Source: Legislature of Alabama (1915, 1919, 1956, 2009, 2014)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

In 1915, Alabama established that individuals who had reached compulsory schooling age by October 1, 1917 would be required to
attend school (Legislature of Alabama, 1915, Act No. 470, §1) . The law affected people who were aged 8 by the cutoff date, meaning
they would reach age 9 in their first year of schooling. The first cohort affected was born in October 1908 and reached age 9 in school
year (SY) 1917-18. The 1919 reform raised the school leaving age to 16 and further indicated that the compulsory schooling requirement
is determined based on the individual’s age at the start of the school year (Legislature of Alabama, 1919, Act No. 442, Article 15, §1, §6).
The school year in Alabama typically begins in September. The law was effective September 26, 1919, and we interpret its enforcement
to begin with SY 1920-21 based on the rules established in the introduction of this document. Individuals born in September 1905 would
reach age 15 in SY 1920-21 and would be required to remain in school for an additional year. However, this cohort was born before the
first cohort affected by Alabama’s compulsory schooling law. The first cohort affected, therefore, is the one that began compulsory
schooling under the 1915 law.

The school starting age was lowered to 7 in April 1956 (Legislature of Alabama, 1956, Act No. 117, §1). The first cohort affected would
have been born in September 1948, have reached age 7 before SY 1956-1957, and would therefore have been required to enroll in school
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during that school year. We adjust the starting age to 8, which is the age that these individuals would have achieved in their first year
of primary school.

The school leaving age in Alabama was increased to 17 in 2009, effective SY 2009-2010 (Legislature of Alabama, 2009, Act No. 564,
§1). Individuals who were born in 1993 would reach age 16 in SY 2009-10 and be required to remain in school for an additional year.
Therefore, the first cohort affected was born in September 1993.

We use the same logic as the 1956 reform to calculate the first cohort affected by the 2014 reform that decreased the school starting
age to 6, which we adjust to age 7 (Legislature of Alabama, 2014, Act No. 403, §1). The first cohort affected by this reform was born in
September 2007.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Alabama identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) records 1935 as the year in which the starting age decreased from 8 to 7, implying that the first cohort affected
was born in 1927. However, our research indicates that the law was passed in 1956 and according to our calculations, the first cohort
affected was born in 1948. Lleras-Muney also indicates that Alabama’s first compulsory schooling law was effective in 1916, since it was
passed in 1915. However, according to the text of the legislation, the law was effective from October 1, 1917 (Legislature of Alabama,
1915, Act No. 470, §1). These discrepancies are likely because Lleras-Muney (2002) relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education
for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report school leaving ages by state in 1960, 1970, and 1980. According to Angrist and Krueger’s data, the
school leaving age in Alabama was 16 in all three of their reported years. This is consistent with our understanding of the law.
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Work Permits

The Alabama state legislature first started to regulate child labor
in 1915, establishing a full-time work permit age of 13. Since the
passage of the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938, the full-time
employment age has been 16 and the vacation permit age has
been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1915
Major changes since 1915: 1916, 1938

Alabama’s first child labor law was enacted in 1915 and established a full-time work permit age of 13. Receipt of a permit was contingent
upon having attended school for a minimum of 60 days in the previous academic year (Legislature of Alabama, 1915, Act No. 169, §1,
§10). In 1916, the full-time work permit age was raised to 14 (Legislature of Alabama, 1915, Act No. 169, §1). Several years later, in
1919, the Alabama state legislature determined that to receive a work permit individuals needed to have either completed the fourth
grade or to have attended school for a minimum of 120 days during the previous academic year (Legislature of Alabama, 1919, Act No.
629, §10(1)). In 1921, only the completion of the fourth grade was required to receive a full-time work permit (Legislature of Alabama,
1919, Act No. 629, §10(2)). Between 1924 and 1934, the minimum grade completion requirement increased gradually, so that by 1934,
individuals needed to have completed the eighth grade (Legislature of Alabama, 1931, Act No. 356, §1(2)). In 1980, people needed to
have a satisfactory schooling record to work full-time, and in 1995, either a satisfactory schooling record or regular attendance was
necessary (Legislature of Alabama, 1980, Act No. 748, §1; Legislature of Alabama, 1995, Act No. 604, §§15-17). Since 1938, Alabama has
implicitly followed the child labor provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023).

For a complete list of changes to Alabama’s work permit literacy requirements and ages, see Table 2 and Table 3, respectively.

Table 2: Alabama–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1915-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
September 1915 - August 1919 Sufficient school attendance in the prior academic year
September 1919 - August 1921 Completion of grade 4 or sufficient school attendance in the prior academic year
September 1921 - August 1924 Completion of grade 4
September 1924 - August 1926 Completion of grade 5
September 1926 - August 1932 Completion of grade 6
September 1932 - August 1934 Completion of grade 7
September 1934 - April 1980 Completion of grade 8
May 1980 - June 1995 Satisfactory prior schooling record
From July 1995 Satisfactory prior schooling record or sufficient school attendance
Source: Legislature of Alabama (1915, 1919, 1931, 1980, 1995)

Table 3: Alabama–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1915-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
September 1915 - August 1916 13 . . .
September 1916 - June 1931 14 . . .
July 1931 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
From October 1938 16 . 14 .
Source: Legislature of Alabama (1915, 1931), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 4.

Table 4: Alabama–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1902-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
September 1902 - August 1903 13
September 1903 - September 1924 14
October 1924- Present 16
Source: Legislature of Alabama (1915, 1931), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Alabama’s first child labor law, establishing a full-time work permit age of 13, was effective September 1915 (Legislature of Alabama,
1915, Act No. 169, §1, §10). We obtain the first cohort affected by subtracting the full-time work permit age from the effective date of
the law. The first cohort affected was born in September 1902.

The full-time work permit age was increased to 14 in 1916 (Legislature of Alabama, 1915, Act No. 169, §1). Individuals born in September
1903 would reach age 13 when the law became effective and have to wait an additional year before being able to work.

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.
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4. Arizona

School Attendance

Arizona’s first compulsory schooling policy was passed in 1899
and mandated attendance for all individuals ages 8 to 14. Since
1994, people ages 6 to 16 have been required to attend school.

Key Dates
First law: 1899
Major changes since 1899: 1912, 1994

Arizona’s earliest compulsory attendance lawwas passed in 1899 and required that people ages 8 to 14 attend school for aminimumof 12
weeks per year, 6 of which needed to be consecutive (Arizona State Legislature, 1899, Chapter 13, §1). If individuals had already learned
the material required in the compulsory schooling curriculum or lived over 2.5 miles from the nearest school, then they were exempt.
In 1907, the state legislature determined that people ages 14 to 16 were also required to attend school if they were unable to read and
write in English (Arizona State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 67, §2). Furthermore, the law required individuals to attend school for at least
6 months, 20 weeks of which needed to be consecutive. The school leaving age was raised to 16 in 1912, and people were mandated
to attend for the full academic year (Arizona State Legislature, 1912, Chapter 77, §89). The starting age for compulsory schooling was
lowered to 6 in 1994, and since then, people ages 6 to 16 have been required to attend school (Arizona State Legislature, 1994, Chapter
314, §13).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 5.

Table 5: Arizona–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1987 9 16 8
September 1987 - Present 7 16 10
Source: Arizona State Legislature (1912, 1994)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

At the start of the 20th century, the compulsory schooling ages were defined as 8 to 16 (Arizona State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 67, §2;
Arizona State Legislature, 1912, Chapter 77, §89). We adjust the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during the
first year of compulsory schooling.

In 1994, the compulsory school starting age was lowered to 6 (Arizona State Legislature, 1994, Chapter 314, §11). The act also specifies
that schooling age is determined by the age an individual reaches by September 1 of the school year (Arizona State Legislature, 1994,
Chapter 314, §13). The effective school year for enrollment, therefore, is from September to August of the following year. The first cohort
affected by this reform would be those who reached age 6 before the September 1 cutoff date for school year (SY) 1994-95. They would
reach age 7 during their first year of compulsory schooling.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Arizona identified through our research and those identified by other
authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) names a school starting age of 8 and a school leaving age of 16 for 1915 to 1939. Based on our calculations above,
our reported school starting and leaving ages for Arizona are consistent with those reported by Lleras-Muney.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Arizona’s first child labor law in 1907 set a full-time employment
age of 14. After 1972, the full-time permit age has been 16, and
the part-time and vacation permit ages have been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1907
Major changes since 1907: 1938, 1972

Arizona began to regulate child labor in 1907, when the state legislature established that individuals could work full-time at age 14 if they
were able to read and write in English (Arizona State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 67, §2). In 1912, more stringent literacy requirements
were implemented: in addition to being able to read andwrite in English, people also needed to have had satisfactory school attendance
in the previous year; to have completed the equivalent of fifth grade instruction in reading, spelling, writing, English grammar, and
geography; and to be familiar with fundamental arithmetic operations, including fractions (Arizona State Legislature, 1912, Chapter 32,
§§1-2, §15). Arizona implicitly adopted the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938, which changed the full-time employment
age to 16 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). In 1972, the state legislature determined that individuals ages 14 and 15 can work three
hours per day on days when school is in session (Arizona State Legislature, 1972, Chapter 40, §6).

Refer to Table 6 and Table 7 for more information on changes to Arizona’s work permit minimum literacy and age requirements over time.

Table 6: Arizona–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1907-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
July 1907 - July 1912 Ability to read and write in English
August 1912 - September 1938 Ability to read andwrite in English; regular school attendance; completion of the 5th grade;

coursework in geography; familiarity with basic arithmetic, up to and including fractions
From October 1938 .
Source: Arizona State Legislature (1907, 1912), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Table 7: Arizona–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1907-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1907 - July 1912 14 . . .
August 1912 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
October 1938 - March 1972 16 . 14 .
From April 1972 16 . 14 14
Source: Arizona State Legislature (1907, 1912, 1972), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 8.

Table 8: Arizona–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Arizona State Legislature (1907, 1912), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

In the early 1900s, the full-time work permit age in Arizona was 14 (Arizona State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 67, §2; Arizona State
Legislature, 1912, Chapter 32, §§1-2).

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.
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5. Arkansas

School Attendance

The first statewide compulsory schooling law in Arkansas was
passed in 1917 and established that all individuals must attend
school from ages 7 to 15. Since 1991, attendance has been
compulsory for people ages 5 to 17.

Key Dates
First law: 1917
Major changes since 1917: 1987, 1989, 1991

Arkansas originally passed two compulsory attendance laws in 1909 which only applied to certain counties. Initially in one set of
counties, individuals needed to attend school at least half time from ages 8 to 14 as well as from 14 to 16 if they were unemployed
(Arkansas State Legislature, 1909, Act 347, §1). This law was superseded shortly after by a provision affecting a larger portion of the
state that mandated that people attend school at least half time from ages 8 to 16 as well as from 16 to 20 if they were unemployed
(Arkansas State Legislature, 1909, Act 234, §1, 7). It was not until 1917 that a policy was in place that covered the entire state. Individuals
ages 7 to 15 were required to attend school for at least three quarters of the time that school was in session and exemptions were granted
to those who had completed the seventh grade or who needed to work to support their widowed mother (Arkansas State Legislature,
1917, Act 294, §1). Beginning in 1947, people needed to attend school for the full academic year beginning (Arkansas State Legislature,
1947, Act 340, §1). In 1987, the school leaving age increased to 16, and by 1989, the school starting age had changed to 5 (Arkansas State
Legislature, 1987, Act 319, §1; Arkansas State Legislature, 1989, Act 598, §1). As of 1991, people ages 5 to 17 have been required to attend
school (Arkansas State Legislature, 1991, Act 320, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 9.

Table 9: Arkansas–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1909-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
September 1909 - September 1972 8 15 8
October 1972 - August 1975 8 16 9
September 1975 - September 1983 8 17 10
October 1983 - Present 6 17 12
Source: Arkansas State Legislature (1915, 1987, 1989, 1991)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

Arkansas’s first compulsory schooling policy explicitly defines the cutoff date for compulsory schooling ages to be September 1, 1917
(Arkansas State Legislature, 1917, Act 294, §1). The first cohort affected would be the one who reached age 7 prior to the start of
school year (SY) 1917-18 and turned 8 years old during their first year of compulsory schooling. Accordingly, this first cohort was born in
September 1909.

The 1987 reform increased the school leaving age to 16, and the first cohort affected would have been the one reaching age 15 in SY
1987-88. According to Act 1029 of 1985, compulsory schooling ages are based on an individual’s age by October 1 of the school year
(Arkansas State Legislature, 1985, Act 1029, §1). Therefore, the effective school year for enrollment spans from October to September of
the following year. An individual born in October 1972 would begin their compulsory schooling in SY 1980-81 at the age of 8, and would
reach age 15 in SY 87-88. Under this reform, they would be required to stay in school for an additional year. Therefore, the first cohort
affected was born in October 1972.

The 1989 reform lowered the compulsory schooling start age to 5, effective SY 1989-90 (Arkansas State Legislature, 1989). The legislation
also states that the effective school year for enrollment begins on October 1 (Arkansas State Legislature, 1989, Act 598, §2). The first
cohort affected by this reform would be the one reaching age 6 during SY 1989-90. The cohort born in October 1983 would be the first
cohort affected. Although the 1989 legislation declares a leaving age of 16 for this cohort, a subsequent reform in 1991 would require
them to remain in school until the age of 17 (Arkansas State Legislature, 1991, Act 320, §1).
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The first cohort affected by the 1991 reform is calculated using the same logic as the 1987 reform. Individuals born in SY 1975-76 would
reach age 8 during their first year of compulsory schooling in SY 1983-84. They would reach age 16 during their 9th year of compulsory
schooling in SY 1991-92 and be required to remain enrolled for an additional year.

Arkansas has made changes to its effective school year for enrollment over time. In 1997, the state established an enrollment cutoff
date of September 1 (Arkansas State Legislature, 1997, Act 1230, §2). The cutoff date became September 15 in 1999 (Arkansas State
Legislature, 1999, Act 570, §2) and as of 2013, the cutoff date for enrollment is August 1 (Arkansas State Legislature, 2013, Act 424, §12).

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are several differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Arkansas identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports that the starting age for compulsory schooling was lowered from 8 to 7, and the leaving age was lowered
from 20 to 15, in 1918. Our interpretation based on the reform dates reported by Lleras-Muney is that the first cohort affected was
born before 1900. Because we use the month of birth in addition to the year to calculate the first cohort affected, we report that the
first cohort affected by this policy was born in September 1909. While the compulsory schooling ages reported by Lleras-Muney for
1918 are consistent with our findings, our research does not indicate that a compulsory schooling law existed in Arkansas prior to 1917.
Lleras-Muney further reports an increase in the school leaving age from 15 to 16 in 1929. At this time, we have not been able to locate
evidence that this amendment occurred prior to 1987. These discrepancies are likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial
Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960 and 1970, and a leaving age of 15 in 1980, corresponding to cohorts
born in 1944, 1954, and 1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving age for cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 is 15, under (Arkansas State Legislature, 1917, Act 294, §1). These differences are likely because Angrist and Krueger relied on
Census records for their data, while we reviewed each year’s legislation.
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Work Permits

Arkansas first passed a child labor law in 1909 that set a full-time
employment age of 14. Following the passage of FLSA in 1938,
the state’s full-timework permit age has been 16 and its vacation
work permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1909
Major changes since 1909: 1915, 1938

The first child labor law that impacted the entire state of Arkansas was passed in 1915 and established a minimum full-time employment
age of 14 (Arkansas State Legislature, 1915, Initiative Act No. 1, §1). The law also stated that individuals could not be employed unless
they had completed the fourth grade. Since 1938, Arkansas has followed the child labor requirements established by the federal Fair
Labor Standards Act (FLSA) (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). In 2023, the state stopped issuing work permits to people under age 16;
however, Arkansas must continue to comply with FLSA requirements regarding the age at which individuals may work (Arkansas State
Legislature, 2023, H.B. 1410, §1).

See Table 10 and Table 11 for a summary of changes to minimum literacy and work permit age requirements in Arkansas.

Table 10: Arkansas–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1915-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
January 1915 - September 1938 Completion of grade 4
From October 1938 .
Source: Arkansas State Legislature (1915), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Table 11: Arkansas–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1915-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
September 1915 - September 1938 14 . . .
From October 1938 16 . 14 .
Source: Arkansas State Legislature (1915), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 12.

Table 12: Arkansas–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1901-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
September 1901 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Arkansas State Legislature (1915), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Arkansas’ first child labor law was effective September 1915 (Arkansas State Legislature, 1915, Initiative Act No. 1, §1). We obtain the
first cohort affected by subtracting the full-time work permit age from the effective date of the law. The first cohort affected was born
in September 1901.

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.
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6. California

School Attendance

California first required all individuals ages 8 to 14 to attend
school in 1874. Since 1987, people ages 6 to 18 have been
required to attend school full-time.

Key Dates
First law: 1874
Major changes since 1874: 1905, 1921, 1987

California’s first compulsory education policy was enacted in 1874 andmandated that all individuals between the ages of 8 and 14 attend
school for 2/3 of the academic year, and for at least 12 weeks consecutively (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1874, Chapter 516).
In 1903, the schooling requirement was increased to five months, and by 1905 students were required to attend for the entire academic
year (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1903, Chapter 270). In 1919, the compulsory schooling leaving age was raised to 16 (Office
of the Chief Clerk of California, 1919, Chapter 258, §1). Changes were made to California’s compulsory schooling ages throughout the
early 20th century, and by 1921, attendance was compulsory for people up to the age of 18 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1921,
Chapter 885 §1(5)). Individuals over 16, however, were only required to attend school part-time until 1987 (California. Laws, Statutes,
Etc., 1929, §1.351; Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1987, Chapter 1452, §411). In 1967. the state lowered the start age to 6, effective
from SY 1967-68 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1967, Chapter 1382, §1) . The original policy granted an exemption for people who
had “already acquired good knowledge” of the general schooling curriculum, and later amendments would establish minimum literacy
tests that individuals could take to be exempt from compulsory schooling (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1919, Chapter 258, §4).
The current compulsory education policy exempts individuals with a high school diploma or an equivalent through testing.

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 13.

Table 13: California–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - November 1904 9 15 7
December 1904 - November 1961 9 16 8
December 1960 - November 1971 7 16 10
December 1971 - Present 7 18 12
Source: Office of the Chief Clerk of California (1874, 1911, 1921, 1967, 1987)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

The school year in California begins in July and spans to June of the following year (California. Laws, Statutes, Etc., 1929, §3.22).
However, the effective school year for enrollment differs from these dates. In 1929, the effective school year for enrollment began on
January 1. The 1929 school code states that enrollment in the first grade of primary school is based on the age a student will reach
within six months of the start of the school year (California. Laws, Statutes, Etc., 1929, §3.22). Since the school year begins on July 1,
the effective school year for enrollment is from January 1 to December 31. Chapter 1010 of 1976 amended this cutoff date, stating that a
student must be aged five years and nine months by September 1 of the school year in which they will begin primary schooling (Office of
the Chief Clerk of California, 1977, Chapter 1010, Article 2, §48011). This amendment implies that they must reach age 6 by December
1 of the school year in order to enroll. The enrollment cutoff date was amended in 2010 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 2010,
Chapter 705, §4) with a gradual shift to an enrollment cutoff date of September 1. For school year (SY) 2012-13, the cutoff date was
November 1. For SY 2013-14, it was October 1, and for SY 2014-15 and thereafter, the enrollment cutoff date is September 1.

For birth cohorts born in 1900, the compulsory schooling requirement in California was for people ages 8 to 15 (Office of the Chief Clerk
of California, 1911, Chapter 258). The starting age of 8 is adjusted to 9 to reflect the age an individual would achieve during their first
year of compulsory schooling.

The 1919 reform increased the school leaving age to 16 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1919, Chapter 258, §1). An individual born
in December 1904 would have been in the first cohort affected by the policy, since they began their first year of compulsory schooling
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at age 8 in SY 1913-14. They would reach age 15 in SY 1919-20 and be required to remain in school for an additional year.

In 1967, the compulsory schooling start age was lowered to 6 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1967, Chapter 1382, §1). Following
the method outlined in the introduction of this document, we calculate the first cohort affected as the one reaching age 7 in SY 1967-68.
The first cohort affected by this reform was born in December 1960.

The 1987 reform increased the school leaving age to 18 in California (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1987, Chapter 1452, §411).
Using the same logic as the 1919 reform, we obtain December 1971 as the first cohort affected by this policy. This cohort would reach age
7 in their first year of compulsory schooling in SY 1978-79 and reach age 16 in SY 1987-88. They would be required to remain in school for
an additional two years until SY 1989-90.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in California identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports that the school starting age increased from 7 to 8 in 1918. While a school starting age of 8 in 1918 is
consistent with our findings, our research also indicates that the start age prior to 1918 was also 8 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California,
1874, Chapter 516, §1; Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1903, Chapter 270; Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1905, Chapter 333;
Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1911, Chapter 258). Lleras-Muney also reports that the school leaving age increased to 16 in 1921,
implying the first cohort affected by this reform was born in 1906. However, Chapter 258 of 1919 states that the school leaving age was
increased to 16 effective July 22, 1919 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1919, Chapter 258, §1). Based on themethods outlined in the
introduction of this document and our understanding of California’s school law, this reform was effective from SY 1919-20, and the first
cohort affected was born in December 1904. These discrepancies are likely because Lleras-Muney (2002) relied on the federal Biennial
Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

California began regulating child labor for all industries in 1905,
when a minimum employment age of 14 was established. Since
1987, the full-time employment age in the state has been 18 and
the vacation employment age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1905
Major changes since 1905: 1907, 1938

A 1905 amendment to the compulsory schooling law first established an exemption from school attendance for individuals with work
permits (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1905, Chapter 333, §1). This exemption was granted to students ages 12 to 14, but a
subsequent act regulating child labor would make it impossible to obtain a work permit until age 14 unless an individual’s parents were
incapable of working (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1905, Chapter 18, §2). This act also established the state’s first literacy test
requirement for individuals to be eligible for employment. In 1921, California began to require that employed individuals under age 18
enroll in part-time schools, and regular attendance at these schools is a condition for continued work permit eligibility (Office of the
Chief Clerk of California, 1921, Chapter 885, §1(5)).

For a complete list of changes to minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages over time, see Table 14 and Table 15.

Table 14: California–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1913-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
August 1913 - July 1921 Certificate of completion of grade 5
August 1921 - May 1975 Certificate of completion of grade 7
From June 1975 Satisfactory school record
Source: Office of the Chief Clerk of California (1911, 1921, 1967)

Table 15: California–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1905-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1905 - July 1913 14 . 12 12
August 1913 - June 1919 12 . 12 12
July 1919 - July 1921 15 . 12 14
August 1921 - June 1967 16 . 14 14
July 1967 - October 1971 15 . 14 14
November 1971- August 1987 16 14 14 12
From September 1987 18 16 14 14
Source: Office of the Chief Clerk of California (1905, 1911, 1919, 1921, 1967, 1987)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 16.

Table 16: California–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - July 1901 14
August 1901 - June 1907 12
July 1907 - August 1971 16
September 1971 - Present 18
Source: Office of the Chief Clerk of California (1905, 1911, 1919, 1921, 1987), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

For people born before 1900, the minimum age for full-time employment was 14 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1905, Chapter
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333, §1). The 1913 policy decreased the full-time work permit age to 12, effective August 1913. We calculate the first cohort affected as
the one reaching age 12 by the effective date. This cohort was born in August 1901.

The 1919 reform, effective July 1919, increased the full-time work permit age to 15. Individuals born in July 1907 would have reached age
12 by the effective date of the policy, and would be required to wait three more years to obtain a work permit to leave school full-time.
However, by the time that these individuals reached age 15 in July 1922, the full-time work permit age had been increased to 16, effective
August 1921 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1921, Chapter 885, §1(5)). These individuals therefore would have had to wait an
additional year to become eligible for full-time work permits in July 1923. The first cohort for whom the work permit age was higher than
age 12, therefore, was born in July 1907.

The 1987 law increased the full-timework permit age to 18, effective September 1987 (Office of the Chief Clerk of California, 1987, Chapter
1452, §411). This reform first affected people who reached age 16 in September 1987, when the law went into effect. The cohort born in
September 1971 would reach age 16 when the law went into effect, and be required to wait two additional years to receive a full-time
work permit.

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data 6. California — Return to Table of Contents 28



USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

7. Colorado

School Attendance

Colorado’s first compulsory schooling law was passed in 1889
and mandated that people ages 8 to 14 attend school. As of
2007, all individuals ages 6 to 17 have been required to attend.

Key Dates
First law: 1889
Major changes since 1889: 1903, 1963, 2006, 2007

The Colorado state legislature passed its first compulsory schooling law in 1889, mandating that people ages 8 to 14 attend school for
a minimum of 12 weeks per year, 8 weeks of which needed to be consecutive (Legislature of Colorado, 1889, S.B. 118, §2). Individuals
were exempt if they lived over 2 miles away from the nearest school. Ten years later, in 1899, individuals in districts of the first or second
class needed to attend school for a minimum of 20 weeks, and 10 of which were consecutive; in all other cases, students needed to
attend for the full academic year (Legislature of Colorado, 1899, Chapter 136, §1). In 1903, the school leaving age was raised to 16 and all
individuals had to attend for the full academic year, although people who had completed the eighth grade or who had to work to support
their families were exempt (Legislature of Colorado, 1903, Chapter 164, §1). The state legislature lowered the starting age to 7 in 1963
and determined that individuals were exempt from compulsory schooling requirements if they had already graduated (Legislature of
Colorado, 1963, Chapter 243, §5). People ages 7 to 17 were required to attend school in 2006, and in 2007, the starting age was lowered
to 6 (Legislature of Colorado, 2006, Chapter 265, §1; Legislature of Colorado, 2007, Chapter 28, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 17.

Table 17: Colorado–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - July 1955 9 16 8
August 1955 - July 1990 8 16 9
August 1990 - July 2000 8 17 10
August 2000 - Present 7 17 11
Source: Legislature of Colorado (1903, 1963, 2006, 2007)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

The effective school year for enrollment in Coloradowas defined in 2007, with an enrollment cutoff date of August 1, implying an effective
school year for enrollment from August to July of the following year (Legislature of Colorado, 2007, Chapter 28, §1). Since earlier
compulsory schooling legislation does not specify an enrollment deadline, we operate under the assumption that the August 1 date
applies to previous policies when calculating birth cohorts.

At the start of the 1900s, the compulsory schooling law in Colorado applied to individuals between the ages of 8 and 16 (Legislature of
Colorado, 1903, Chapter 164, §1).

The 1963 reform decreased the school starting age to 7 (Legislature of Colorado, 1963, Chapter 243, §5). The first cohort affected was
the one reaching age 7 before school year (SY) 1963-64. These individuals were born in August 1955 and they would reach age 8 during
their first year of compulsory schooling.

The 2006 reform increased the leaving age to 17, affecting individuals who would reach age 16 in SY 2006-07 (Legislature of Colorado,
2006, Chapter 265, §1). The cohort born in 1990 would reach age 16 in SY 2006-07 and be required to remain in school for an additional
year.

We apply the same logic as the 1963 reform to the 2007 reform that lowered the starting age to 6 (Legislature of Colorado, 2007, Chapter
28, §1). The first cohort affected by this policy was born in 2000. Act 28 of 2007 specifies that compulsory schooling begins when an
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individual reaches age 6 by August 1 of the school year (Legislature of Colorado, 2007, Chapter 28, §1). Thus, the effective school year
for enrollment spans from August to July of the following year, and the first cohort affected by this policy was born in August 2000.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Colorado identified through our research and those identified by
other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports a school starting age of 8, a leaving age of 16, and a compulsory schooling duration of 8 years from 1915 to
1939, consistent with our findings.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data 7. Colorado — Return to Table of Contents 30



USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Work Permits

Colorado first started to regulate child labor in 1889, although
a minimum full-time employment age of 14 was not established
until 1911. Since 1963, the full-time employment age has been 16
and the vacation and part-time work permit ages have been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1889
Major changes since 1889: 1911, 1938, 1963

Colorado began regulating child labor in 1889, specifying that individuals under age 14 could not work during school hours without a
permit (Legislature of Colorado, 1889, S.B. 118, §1). A minimum employment age was not formally established until 1911, when the state
legislature determined that people under 14 could not work at all (Legislature of Colorado, 1911, Chapter 95, §§7-9). To be employed
during this period, people ages 14 to 16 needed to be able to read and write in English; if they could not, then they were required to
attend an evening school. Colorado began to follow the child labor requirements established by the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938
(U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). In 1963, a part-time work permit age of 14 was established, and the state legislature determined that
receipt of a work permit is contingent upon an individual having a satisfactory schooling record and test scores (Legislature of Colorado,
1963, Chapter 179, §9).

To review changes to Colorado’s minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages, see Table 18 and Table 19.

Table 18: Colorado–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1899-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
April 1899 - April 1911 Sufficient school attendance; ability to read and write in English
May 1911 - May 1963 Ability to read and write in English
From June 1963 Satisfactory school record; satisfactory test scores
Source: Legislature of Colorado (1899, 1911, 1963)

Table 19: Colorado–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1911-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
May 1911 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
October 1938 - June 1963 16 . 14 .
From July 1963 16 14 14 .
Source: Legislature of Colorado (1911, 1963), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 20.

Table 20: Colorado–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Legislature of Colorado (1911, 1963), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

In Colorado in the early 1900s, the full-time work permit age was 14 (Legislature of Colorado, 1911, Chapter 95, §§7-9).

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.
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8. Florida

School Attendance

Florida first passed a compulsory attendance law in 1915,
directing all individuals ages 8 to 14 to attend school. As of 2003,
the Florida legislature has required that all people ages 6 to 16
attend school.

Key Dates
First law: 1919
Major changes since 1919: 2002

Florida’s first compulsory school attendance policy, passed in 1915, mandated that individuals between the ages of 8 and 14 attend school
for a minimum of 80 days annually (Florida State Legislature, 1915, Chapter 6831, §20). This law only affected people living in districts
where the compulsory schoolingmandate was adopted. Exemptions were granted to individuals who residedmore than 2miles from the
nearest school and to those who could demonstrate a need to work to support themselves or their families. The compulsory schooling
ages were changed to ages 7 to 16 in 1919, and people now needed to attend for the full academic year (Florida State Legislature,
1919, Chapter 7808, §1). The 1919 amendment also determined that individuals who had completed the eighth grade were exempt from
attending school. In 2002, the compulsory schooling law was amended to compel attendance for all people between the ages of 6 and
16, and these changes became effective in 2003 (Florida State Legislature, 2002, Chapter 387, §116).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 21.

Table 21: Florida–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1906-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
July 1906 - June 1911
(only in certain districts)

9 16 8

July 1911 - January 1997 8 16 9
February 1997 - Present 7 16 10
Source: Florida State Legislature (1915, 1919, 2002)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

Act 6831 of 1915 specifies that the school year begins July 1, and that the state’s first compulsory schooling law is effective from school
year (SY) 1915-16 (Florida State Legislature, 1915, Chapter 6831, §9, §20). The law applies to people starting in the SY closest to their 8th
birthday (Florida State Legislature, 1915, Chapter 6831, §9). The first cohort affected, therefore, is the one born in July 1906, reaching age
9 in SY 1915-16. This policy, however, only affected individuals living in districts where the compulsory schooling mandate was adopted.

The first state-wide policy was adopted in 1919. The 1919 law reduced the starting age to 7, effective July 1, 1919 (Florida State Legislature,
1919, Chapter 7808, §1). We adjust the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age reached during the first year of compulsory
schooling. Individuals born in July 1911 would reach age 7 prior to SY 1919-20, and be the first cohort affected by this policy. They would
reach age 8 during their first year of primary school in SY 1919-20. The 1919 law also increased the leaving age to 16. The first cohort
affected by this increase is the one born in July 1906. This cohort was the first to be affected by any compulsory schooling requirement
in Florida and would reach age 13 in SY 1919-20, and be required to stay in school for an additional three years due to the reform.

Act 387 of 2002 lowered the school starting age to 6, and specified a cutoff date of February 1 of the school year (Florida State Legislature,
2002, Chapter 387, §116). This means that the effective school year for enrollment is from February to January of the following year.
§1065 states that the law became effective on January 7, 2003 (Florida State Legislature, 2002, Chapter 387, §1065). Based on the rules
established in the introduction of this document, we assume that this law is first enforced in the beginning of the following school year
(SY 2003-04). We use the same logic as the 1919 reform to calculate the first cohort affected by this policy. Individuals born in February
1997 would reach age 6 in February 2004. They would therefore be the first cohort required to enroll in school at age 6, in the beginning
of SY 2003-04.
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Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Florida and those identified by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) published one of the first papers using compulsory schooling in the state of Florida in their research. The author
reports the state’s first law as effective in 1916 with a start age of 8 and a leaving age of 14. The starting and leaving ages reported are
consistent with our calculations. As for the effective date of the law, Act 6831 states that the law was effective from SY 1915-16, meaning
that it was first enforced in 1915 (Florida State Legislature, 1915, Chapter 6831, §9). These discrepancies are likely because Lleras-Muney
(2002) relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Lleras-Muney also reports that the compulsory schooling law was amended to affect those aged 7 years to 16 years in 1921. According to
the original legislation, this reform was implemented in SY 1919-20, effective July 1, 1919 (Florida State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 7808,
§1). At this time, we have not located any further amendments that would indicate that implementation of the reform was delayed to
1921.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Florida began to regulate child labor in 1913, establishing a
full-time employment age of 13. Since 1986, the full-time work
permit age has been 17 and the vacation permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1906
Major changes since 1913: 1938, 1941, 1957, 1975, 1986

The state of Florida began to regulate child labor before establishing a compulsory education policy. In 1913, the state issued work
permits only to individuals over 13 years of age (Florida State Legislature, 1913, Chapter 6488, §§1-4). This policy was amended in 1941,
when all people below the age of 16 were prohibited from working during school hours (Florida State Legislature, 1941, Chapter 20955,
§1, §3, §7). However, the state implicitly adopted this higher full-time work permit age in 1938, when the Fair Labor Standards Act
was passed (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). In 1957, Florida legislated that people between the ages of 14 and 16 could work for a
maximum of three hours on school days. Effectively, the state established a part-time work permit age of 14, and a full-time work permit
age of 16 (Florida State Legislature, 1957, Chapter 224, §2). In the 1975 amendment, Florida permitted individuals to work full-time only
if they were over the age of 15, regardless of whether the work would be carried out during the school year or vacation time (Florida
State Legislature, 1975, Chapter 195, §1). However, the Fair Labor Standards Act, effective from October 1938, had already established
a minimum work permit age of 16 during the school year. People who could demonstrate financial hardship were permitted to begin
working at the age of 14. The full time work permit age was increased to 17 in 1986, with an exemption for individuals over the age of 16
who have completed high school (Florida State Legislature, 1986, Chapter 13, §1). As of 2023, all iterations of Florida’s child labor law
have authorized school districts to evaluate students’ prior schooling records to determine their eligibility for work permits.

For a summary of minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages over time, see Table 22 and Table 23 respectively.

Table 22: Florida–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1914-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
January 1914 - June 1941 Ability to read and write in English
From July 1941 Satisfactory schooling record
Source: Florida State Legislature (1913, 1941)

Table 23: Florida–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1914-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
January 1914 - June 1941 13 . 13 .
October 1938 - June 1957 16 . 14 .
July 1957 - June 1975 16 14 14 12
July 1975 - June 1985 16 14 15 15
From July 1986 17 14 15 14
Source: Florida State Legislature (1913, 1957, 1975, 1986), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 24.

Table 24: Florida–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1901 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - June 1970 16
July 1970 - Present 17
Source: Florida State Legislature (1913, 1986), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)
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Florida’s first work permit policy, effective from January 1914, established a full-time work permit age of 13 (Florida State Legislature,
1913, Chapter 6488, §§1-4). The first cohort affected was born in January 1901.

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.

The 1986 law increased the full-time work permit age to 18, effective July 1986 (Florida State Legislature, 1986, Chapter 13, §1). This
reform first affected people who reached age 16 in July 1986, when the law went into effect. The cohort born in July 1970 would reach
age 16 when the law went into effect, and be required to wait an additional year to receive a full-time work permit.
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9. Georgia

School Attendance

Georgia first mandated compulsory school attendance for
individuals ages 8 to 14 in 1916. Since 2000, the state has
required that people ages 6 to 16 attend school full-time.

Key Dates
First law: 1917
Major changes since 1917: 1925, 1945, 2000

The state of Georgia first passed a state-wide compulsory schooling policy in 1916, and the law went into effect in 1917. This policy
mandated school attendance for a minimum of four months for individuals between the ages of 8 and 14 (Legislature of the State of
Georgia, 1916, Act No. 576, §5). Exemptions were granted to individuals who needed to work to support their families and to those
residing more than three miles from the nearest school. A 1919 amendment increased the attendance requirement to six months of the
school year and provided an exemption for people who had completed the 7th grade (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1919, Act No.
217, §171). No changes were made to Georgia’s compulsory schooling policy until 1945, when the law was changed to mandate school
attendance for individuals ages 7 to 16 years for the entire academic year (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1945, Chapter 340, §1). In
2000, Georgia lowered the school starting age to 6 (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 2000, Act No. 685, §97).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 25.

Table 25: Georgia–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1908-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
September 1908 - August 1931 9 14 6
September 1931 - August 1937 9 16 8
September 1937 - August 1993 8 16 9
September 1993 - Present 7 16 10
Source: Legislature of the State of Georgia (1916, 1946, 2000)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

Since 1985, the effective school year for enrollment in Georgia has started on September 1 (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1985,
Act No. 770, Part 3). Since earlier compulsory schooling legislation does not specify an enrollment deadline, we operate under the
assumption that the September 1 date applies to previous policy when calculating birth cohorts.

Georgia’s first compulsory schooling law became effective in January 1917 (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1916, Act No. 576, §5).
Based on the rules established in the introduction of this document, we determine that the law was first enforced in school year
(SY) 1917-18. Individuals born in January 1908 have been the first affected cohort, since they reached age 9 during their first year of
compulsory schooling in SY 1917-18.

The 1945 reform changed the school start age and leaving age to 7 and 16, respectively (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1945, Chapter
340, §1). Since the lawwas approved inMarch, we assume that itwas first effective in SY 1945-46. The first cohort affectedby the decrease
in start age is the one turning 7 prior to SY 1945-46. This cohort was born in September 1937; they reached age 8 during their first year
of compulsory schooling and age 16 during their last year of compulsory schooling. The first cohort affected by the increase in leaving
age from 14 to 16, however, is the one reaching age 14 in SY 1945-46. The cohort born in September 1931 began compulsory schooling in
SY 1940-41 and reached age 9 in their first year of compulsory schooling. They would reach age 14 during their 6th year of compulsory
schooling in SY 1945-46 and be required to stay in school for an additional two years. For this cohort, the school start age is 8 and leaving
age is 16.

The 2000 reform lowered the starting age to 6 (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 2000, Act No. 685, §62). The law specifies an effective
date of July 1, 2000, meaning it was first enforced in SY 2000-01 (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 2000, Act No. 685, §97). The first
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affected cohort is the one reaching age 6 before September 2000. The cohort born in September 1993 would begin primary school in SY
2000-01 and reach age 7 during their first year of compulsory schooling.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Georgia identified through our research and those identified by
other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) published one of the first papers using compulsory schooling in Georgia in her research. The author reports the
state’s first law as effective in 1916 with a start age of 8 and a leaving age of 14. The starting and leaving ages reported are consistent with
our calculations. As for the effective date of the law, Act 576 of 1916 states that the law was effective from January 1917, which means
that at the earliest, it was enforced from SY 1917-18 (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1916, Act No. 576, §5).

Lleras-Muney also reports that the compulsory schooling law was amended to affect those aged 7 years to 14 years in 1939. However,
our review of Georgia Legislature documents indicates that the law lowering the start age to 7 was not passed until 1945, first affecting
those born in September 1937 (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1945, Chapter 340, §1). This discrepancy is likely because Lleras-Muney
relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Georgia began to regulate child labor in 1906, establishing a
full-time employment age of 10. Since 1938 with the passage of
FLSA, the full-timework permit age has been 16 and the vacation
permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1906
Major changes since 1906: 1915, 1917, 1926, 1938

Georgia’s first policy regulating child labor was passed in 1906, a decade prior to the passing of its first compulsory schooling policy
(Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1906, Act No. 399, §§2-4). The 1906 law, which was effective in 1907, banned the employment
of individuals under the age of 12 unless their services were rendered necessary to support their household. The law also stipulated
that in 1908 the minimum employment age would be raised to 14 and people would need to be able to read and write in English and
attend school for at least 12 weeks prior to receiving a work permit. Individuals over age 12 who were eligible for a hardship permit were
exempt from this restriction. A 1914 amendment further increased the requirements for a work permit by also requiring a satisfactory
past schooling record, not just school attendance (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1914, Act No. 426, §§1-2). This law remained in
effect until the federal Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938, which established a full-time work permit age of 16 (U.S. Department of Labor,
2023). In 1946, new legislation restricted employment to only 4 hours a day on school days and declared the minimum work permit
eligibility age to be 14 —this applied to vacation and part-time work permits (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1946, Act No. 495,
§§1-8). As of 2004, the state once again mandates that satisfactory school attendance and a satisfactory prior schooling record are
required for work permit eligibility (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 2004, Act No. 449, §21a).

For changes in work permit literacy requirements and work permit eligibility ages over time, see Table 26 and Table 27 respectively.

Table 26: Georgia–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1906-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
July 1906 - December 1906 12 weeks of school attendance in the current academic year
January 1907 - December 1907 Sufficient school attendance in the prior academic year
January 1908 - December 1914 Read and write English; satisfactory prior schooling record
January 1915 - June 1946 Sufficient school attendance; satisfactory prior schooling record
July 1946 - April 2004 .
From May 2004 Sufficient school attendance; satisfactory prior schooling record
Source: Legislature of the State of Georgia (1906, 1914, 2004)

Table 27: Georgia–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1906-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1906 - December 1906 10 . . 10
January 1907 - December 1907 12 . . 10
January 1908 - December 1914 14 . . 10
January 1915 - December 1916 14 . . 12
January 1917 - December 1925 14 . 14 12
January 1926 - September 1938 14 . 14 14
October 1938 - June 1946 16 . 14 14
July 1946 - March 1981 16 . 12 for boys

14 for girls
14

Since April 1981 16 . 12 14
Source: Legislature of the State of Georgia (1906, 1914, 1925, 1946, 1981), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 28.

Table 28: Georgia–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Legislature of the State of Georgia (1906, 1914), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

In the early 1900s, the full-time work permit age in Georgia was 14 (Legislature of the State of Georgia, 1906, Act No. 399, §§2-4).

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.
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10. Illinois

School Attendance

In 1883, Illinois originally mandated that all individuals ages 8 to
14 attend school. As of 2014, the school starting age in Illinois is
6, and the school leaving age is 17.

Key Dates
First law: 1883
Major changes since 1883: 1907, 2004, 2014

Illinois’s first compulsory school attendance policy in 1883 required all individuals ages 8 to 14 to attend school for aminimumof 12 weeks
(Illinois State Legislature, 1883, Chapter 123, §133). Students residing more than 2 miles from the nearest school were exempt from this
policy. An amendment passed in 1889 lowered the school starting age to 7 and required 16weeks of attendance (Illinois State Legislature,
1889a, Chapter 122, §313). By 1903, attendance was required for the full academic year (Illinois State Legislature, 1903, Chapter 122,
§313). In 1907, the law was amended to compel attendance for people between the ages of 7 and 16 (Illinois State Legislature, 1907,
Chapter 122, §313). Illinois began to mandate that employed individuals of compulsory schooling age enroll in part-time evening school
to remain eligible for a work permit in 1921 (Illinois State Legislature, 1921, H.B. No. 564). School districts with less than 20 employees of
compulsory schooling age were not required to comply with this amendment, and as of 2024, Illinois’s school laws still exempt students
in rural school districts from this part-time schooling requirement.

In 1921, the state also began to require part-time schooling for individuals over 16. This law was enacted incrementally, with compulsory
part-time schooling for people ages 16 to 17 in the academic years beginning in 1923 and 1924, and for individuals ages 16 to 18 for the
academic year beginning in 1925 and thereafter. This provision remained in effect until 2007, when part-time compulsory schooling
requirements for people over the full-time compulsory schooling age ended (Illinois State Legislature, 2007). Illinois increased the
school leaving age for full-time compulsory school to 17 in 2004, and lowered the school starting age to 6 in 2014 (Illinois State
Legislature, 2004, 93–0859, §5; Illinois State Legislature, 1889b, PA 98-0944, §5).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 29.

Table 29: Illinois–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1989 8 16 9
September 1989 - August 2007 8 17 10
From September 2007 7 17 11
Source: Illinois State Legislature (1889b, 1907, 2004)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

In the early 20th century, the compulsory schooling law required attendance for 9 years between the ages of 7 and 16 (Illinois State
Legislature, 1907, Chapter 122, §313). We adjust the starting age forward one year to reflect the age an individual will reach during their
first year of compulsory schooling.

The 2004 reform increased the school leaving age to 17 (Illinois State Legislature, 2004, 93–0859, §5). The law became effective January
2005, implying its enforcement began in school year (SY) 2005-06. According to Illinois school code, the cutoff date for enrollment is
September 1 of the school year, starting in SY 1990-91 (Illinois General Assembly, 2024, pp. 5/10–20.12) . The first cohort affected by the
2004 reform would reach age 16 during SY 2005-06 and be required to remain in school for an additional year. Thus, the first cohort
affected by this policy was born in September 1989.

The 2013 reform lowered the compulsory schooling start age to 6 (Illinois State Legislature, 1889b, PA 98-0944, §5). The law specifies a
cutoff date for enrollment of September 1, and also specifies that the law is effective from SY 2014-15. The first cohort affected, therefore,
is the one that reaches age 7 during their first year of primary school in SY 2014-15. Individuals born in September 2007 would reach
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age 6 before September 1 of SY 2014-15. They would be required to enroll in school and reach age 7 during their first year of compulsory
schooling.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Illinois identified through our research and those identified by other
authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) published one of the first papers using compulsory schooling in the state of Illinois in her research. The author
reports a school starting age of 7 and a school leaving age of 16 for 1915 to 1939. These ages are consistent with our findings.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Illinois first began regulating child labor in 1891 when the state
legislature established a full-time employment age of 14. Since
the passage of the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938, the full-time
employment age has been 16 and the vacation age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1895
Major changes since 1891: 1897, 1938

The state of Illinois passed its first child labor law in 1891, banning the employment of individuals under the age of 13 (Illinois State
Legislature, 1891, Chapter 38, §53f). Under this law, people under age 13 were allowed to work if they could pass a literacy test and
demonstrate financial hardship. By 1897, all individuals seeking work permits were required to pass a literacy test administered by their
local school board (Illinois State Legislature, 1897, Chapter 48, §32). The minimum work permit age was also increased to 14 in 1897,
and although they were above compulsory school attendance age, people aged 14 to 16 were required to obtain a work permit to be
lawfully employed. Individuals who did not pass the literacy test were required to enroll in part-time evening school to maintain their
work permit eligibility. In 1917, the law was amended to require completion of the 5th grade to work (Illinois State Legislature, 1917,
Chapter 48, §20). The minimum literacy requirement was raised to 6th grade in 1921 and 8th grade in 1929 (Illinois State Legislature,
1921, H.B. No. 795, §6; Illinois State Legislature, 1929, S.B. No. 244, §6). The 1921 amendment also required employed individuals under
age 18 to enroll in part-time school. Effective 1947, the state legislature granted districts the authority to determine minimum literacy
requirements, and districts now utilize either literacy tests or schooling records to determine an individual’s eligibility to obtain a work
permit (Illinois State Legislature, 1945, H.B. No. 508, §12; “Proclamation 2714—Cessation of Hostilities of World War II,” 1946). Illinois
implicitly adopted the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938, raising the full-time employment age to 16 (U.S. Department
of Labor, 2023).

For changes to minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages over time, see Table 30 and Table 31 respectively.

Table 30: Illinois–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1891-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
July 1891 - June 1917 Read and write English
July 1917 - August 1921 Completion of grade 5
September 1921 - August 1929 Completion of grade 6
September 1929 - February 1947 Completion of grade 8
From March 1947 Satisfactory schooling record
Source: Illinois State Legislature (1891, 1917, 1921, 1929, 1945)

Table 31: Illinois–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1891-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1891 - June 1897 13 . 13 .
July 1897 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
From October 1938 16 . 14 .
Source: ILLeg1947; Illinois State Legislature (1891, 1897), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 32.

Table 32: Illinois–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Illinois State Legislature (1897), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

In the early 20th century, the full-time work permit age in Illinois was 14 (Illinois State Legislature, 1897, Chapter 48, §32).

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.
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11. Indiana

School Attendance

The state of Indiana passed its first compulsory attendance law
in 1897, requiring that individuals ages 8 to 14 attend school.
Since 2023, Indiana has mandated school attendance for all
people ages 7 to 18.

Key Dates
First law: 1897
Major changes since 1897: 1913, 1921, 1992, 2006

Indiana’s first compulsory school attendance policy was passed in 1897 and mandated that individuals ages 8 to 14 attend school for
at least 12 consecutive weeks per academic year (Indiana State Legislature, 1897, PL 165, §1). Exemptions were granted to individuals
who lived over 2 miles away from the nearest school. Two years later, in 1899, the school starting age decreased to 6, and individuals
were now required to attend school for the full academic term (Indiana State Legislature, 1899, PL 244, §1). However, people ages 13
and 14 who needed to work to support themselves or their families were only required to attend for 12 consecutive weeks per school
year. In 1901, the law was amended again, raising the starting age to 7 (Indiana State Legislature, 1901, PL 209, §1). In 1913, the law
changed so that attendance was still compulsory for all individuals ages 7 to 14, but was now also required for people ages 14 to 16 who
were not regularly employed (Indiana State Legislature, 1913, PL 24, §11). Although the school leaving age was increased to 18 in 1992,
students were now permitted to withdraw at age 16 with parental consent (Indiana State Legislature, 1992, PL 19, §16). From 2006 until
the present, Indiana residents have been required to attend school from ages 7 to 18 unless they have graduated or completed an exit
interview (Indiana State Legislature, 2006, PL 185, §12).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 33.

Table 33: Indiana–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1897-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - June 1990 8 16 9
July 1990 - Present 8 18 11
Source: Indiana State Legislature (1897, 1899, 1901, 1913, 2006)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

In the early 1900s, the compulsory schooling start age was 7, and the compulsory school leaving age was 16 (Indiana State Legislature,
1913, PL 24, §11). Because the starting age in the law is based on the age achieved prior to the first year of compulsory schooling,
we adjust it forward one year to meet our harmonized definition of start age, as the age achieved during the first year of compulsory
schooling.

Although the compulsory school leaving age was increased to 18 in 1992, students were allowed to leave school at age 16 provided they
had parental consent. We interpret this law as having an effective leaving age of 16 (Indiana State Legislature, 1992, PL 19, §16). Public
Law 185 of 2006, effective July 2006, changed the criteria for this exit pathway, granting it only to individuals who had written parental
consent and a court-approved validation of financial hardship, meaning that the school leaving age was effectively increased from 16 to
18 (Indiana State Legislature, 2006, PL 185, §12). The first cohort affected would be the one reaching age 16 in school year (SY) 2006-07,
who would no longer have access to the exit pathway, and would be required to remain in school until age 18. The first cohort affected
by this amendment was born in July 1990.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Indiana identified through our research and those identified by other
authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports a school starting age of 7 and a school leaving age of 16 for 1915 to 1939. These ages are consistent with our
findings.
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Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Indiana began regulating child labor in 1899, creating a hardship
permit for people ages 13 and older. Since 2006, the full-time
and hardship work permit ages have been 16, and the part-time
work permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1899
Major changes since 1899: 1907, 1938

During the 1913 legislative session, Indiana passed its first two labor laws impacting the entire state. The first of these established that
employed people aged 14 to 16 needed to attend school part-time for at least five hours per week. The second law established that
to receive a work permit, individuals ages 14 and older needed to have completed the fifth grade (Indiana State Legislature, 1913, PL
24, §11, PL 213, §2). The minimum literacy requirement changed to the completion of the eighth grade in 1921, and it remains so in the
present (Indiana State Legislature, 1921, PL 132, §7). Indiana adopted a full-time employment age of 16 in 1938 following the passage
of the Fair Labor Standards Act (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). In 1967, a part-time work permit age of 14 was established (Indiana
State Legislature, 1967, PL 217, §2).

See Table 34 and Table 35 for changes to minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages, respectively.

Table 34: Indiana–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1913-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
March 1913 - February 1921 Completion of grade 5
From March 1921 Completion of grade 8
Source: Indiana State Legislature (1913, 1921)

Table 35: Indiana–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1913-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
February 1913 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
October 1938 - February 1967 16 . 14 .
March 1967 - June 2006 16 14 14 .
From July 2006 16 14 14 16
Source: Indiana State Legislature (1913, 1967, 2006), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 36.

Table 36: Indiana–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Indiana State Legislature (1913), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

The first full-time work permit age policy in Indiana was passed in 1913, establishing a full-time work permit age of 14 (Indiana State
Legislature, 1913, PL 24, §11, PL 213, §2). The first cohort affected was born prior to 1900.

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.
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12. Iowa

School Attendance

Iowa’s first compulsory attendance law went into effect in 1902,
mandating that people ages 7 to 14 attend school. As of 1991, all
individuals ages 6 to 16 have been required to attend.

Key Dates
First law: 1902
Major changes since 1902: 1909, 1983, 1991

Iowa passed its first compulsory attendance law in 1902, requiring that people ages 7 to 14 attend school for aminimumof 12 consecutive
weeks per school year (Legislature of Iowa, 1902, Chapter 128, §1). Individuals who lived over 2 miles from the nearest school, as
well as those who had received equivalent instruction elsewhere, were exempt from this mandate. Shortly thereafter, in 1904, the
state legislature determined that students needed to attend for 16 consecutive weeks, and in 1909 the period was extended to the
full academic year for cities of the first and second class and to 24 weeks for the rest of the state (Legislature of Iowa, 1904, Chapter
116, §§1-2; Legislature of Iowa, 1909, Chapter 187, §1). By 1913, the school leaving age had been raised to 16, although individuals who
had completed the eighth grade or who were 14 years old and employed were exempt (Legislature of Iowa, 1913, Chapter 255, §1). It
was not until 1983 that all students needed to attend school for the full academic year (Legislature of Iowa, 1983, Chapter 17, §2).
Since 1991, Iowa residents have been required to attend school from the ages of 6 to 16; however, if a child is 4 years old and enrolled
in pre-kindergarten, or is 5 years old and enrolled in kindergarten, then they are also considered to be of compulsory schooling age
(Legislature of Iowa, 1991, Chapter 200, §4; Legislature of Iowa, 2012, Chapter 1119, §40; Legislature of Iowa, 2013, Chapter 78, §§1-3).
Notably, since 1967, members of a church or religious denomination that has been established in Iowa for ten years can request that
individuals who are members be exempt from compulsory schooling laws (Legislature of Iowa, 1909, Chapter 186; Legislature of Iowa,
1967, Chapter 248).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 37.

Table 37: Iowa–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1902-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - September 14, 1984 8 16 9
September 15, 1984 - Present 7 16 10
Source: Legislature of Iowa (1902, 1913, 1991)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in the law. Compulsory schooling duration is imputed based on start age and leaving age.

In the early 20th century, the compulsory schooling ages were defined as 7 to 16 (Legislature of Iowa, 1913, Chapter 255, §1). We adjust
the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during an individual’s first year of compulsory schooling.

In 1991, the compulsory schooling start agewas lowered, requiring people to enroll in school if they reached age 6 by September 15 of that
school year (Legislature of Iowa, 1991, Chapter 200, §4). The law was approved in May 1991, and based on the rules in the introduction
of this document, we interpret it as being effective from school year (SY) 1991-92. The first cohort affected, therefore, would be the one
reaching age 7 after September 15, 1991 —they were born September 15, 1984.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Iowa identified through our research and those identified by other
authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports a school starting age of 7 and a school leaving age of 16 for 1915 to 1939. These ages are consistent with our
findings.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Iowa’s first child labor law in 1906 set a full-time employment
age of 14. Since the passage of the Fair Labor Standards Act in
1938, the full-time work permit age has been 16 and the vacation
work permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1906
Major changes since 1906: 1938

Shortly after Iowa passed its first compulsory schooling law in 1902, it established aminimum employment age of 14 in 1906 (Legislature
of Iowa, 1906, Chapter 103, §1). In 1915, the state legislature stipulated that to be employed, people ages 14 to 16 needed to be able to
read and write in English and to have completed sixth grade coursework (Legislature of Iowa, 1915, Chapter 266, §5). With the passage
of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, Iowa established a full-time employment age of 16 and maintained a vacation permit age of 14
(U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). As of 1970, the state legislature no longer includes minimum literacy requirements to receive a work
permit (Legislature of Iowa, 1970, Chapter 1054, §§4-12).

Refer to Table 38 and Table 39 for a detailed record of changes to Iowa’s minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages.

Table 38: Iowa–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1915-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
July 1915 - June 1970 Ability to read and write in English; completion of grade 6
From July 1970 .
Source: Legislature of Iowa (1915, 1970)

Table 39: Iowa–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1906-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1906 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
From October 1938 16 . 14 .
Source: Legislature of Iowa (1906), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 40.

Table 40: Iowa–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1906-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Legislature of Iowa (1906), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

In the early 20th century, the full-time work permit age in Iowa was 14 (Legislature of Iowa, 1906, Chapter 103, §1).

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.
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13. Kentucky

School Attendance

Kentucky’s first compulsory schooling policy was passed in 1896
and mandated that all individuals ages 7 to 14 attend school.
People ages 6 to 18 have been required to attend school since
2019.

Key Dates
First law: 1896
Major changes since 1896: 1910, 1978, 2017

The Kentucky state legislature began to regulate compulsory schooling in 1896, requiring that all individuals ages 7 to 14 attend school
for a minimum of eight consecutive weeks (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1896, Chapter 36, §1). Students were
exempt if they had already completed equivalent schooling or if there were no segregated schools within two miles of their home.
Schools in the districts of the first, second, third, and fourth class began to require attendance for the full academic year in 1904
(General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1904, Chapter 94, §1). These cities extended the school leaving age to 16 in 1910
(General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1910, Chapter 80, §1). In 1978, all individuals in the state were required to attend
school from ages 6 to 16 (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1978, Chapter 136, §3). Beginning in 2013, local boards of
education could vote to extend the school leaving age to 18; once 55% of all districts in Kentucky adopted this policy, then the remainder
of districts were required to implement it within the following four years (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 2013,
Chapter 11, §1). The 55% threshold was reached shortly after the 2013 policy became effective, and the policy reform went into effect
for the entire state at the beginning of SY 2017-18 (Rodriguez, N., 2013).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 41.

Table 41: Kentucky–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - December 1971 8 16 9
January 1972 - September 2001 7 16 10
August 2001 - Present 7 18 12
Source: General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky (1910, 1978, 2013)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

In the early 1900s, the compulsory schooling law in Kentucky applied to all people ages 8 to 16 (General Assembly of the Commonwealth
of Kentucky, 1910, Chapter 80, §1).

The reform in 1978 lowered the starting age to 6 (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1978, Chapter 136, §2-3). This
change was effective for school year (SY) 1978-79, which had an enrollment deadline of December 31. We record a starting age of 7 for
this reform, since the first birth cohort affected by the policy would turn 7 years old in SY 1978-79. These individuals were born beginning
in January 1972.

The leaving age was raised to 18 in 2017, which increased the compulsory schooling duration from 10 years to 12 years (General Assembly
of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 2013, Chapter 11, §1; Rodriguez, N., 2013). Kentucky’s effective school year for enrollment, starting
SY 2017-18, was August 1 (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 2015, Chapter 62, §1). Students born starting in August
2001 would have turned 16 years old when the law became effective in SY 2017-18, and therefore they would have been the first cohort
who needed to stay an additional 2 years in school, until they reached age 18.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Kentucky identified through our research and those identified by
other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports a school starting age of 7 and a school leaving age of 16 for 1915 to 1939. These ages are consistent with our
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findings.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Kentucky’s earliest child labor law was passed in 1906 and
established a full-time employment age of 14. Since 1970, the
full-timework permit age has been 18, the part-timework permit
age has been 16, and the vacation work permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1906
Major changes since 1906: 1935, 1948, 1970

Kentucky’s first child labor legislation in 1906 established aminimum employment age of 14 (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, 1906, Chapter 52, §2). Minimum literacy requirements to receive an employment certificate were introduced in 1908: people
needed to be able to read and write in English, to have satisfactory a school attendance record, and to have received instruction in
reading, spelling, writing, geography, and arithmetic, including common fractions (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky,
1908, Chapter 66, §4, 6). In 1914, the minimum literacy requirements were changed so that individuals needed to have completed the
fifth grade, and in 1920, they needed to have completed the eighth grade (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1914,
Chapter 72, §1; General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1920, Chapter 43, §3). An additional component of the 1920 policy
was that if people ages 14 to 16 had not completed the eighth grade, then they were required to attend a continuation school, if offered
by their district, for four to eight hours per week. Starting in 1935, the full-time employment age was 16, and hardship permits could be
issued to individuals aged 14 if they had completed the eighth grade or to individuals aged 15 if they had completed the seventh grade
(General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1935, Chapter 65, Article VI, §4). In 1970, the full-time employment age became
18, and a part-time employment age of 16 was established (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1970, Chapter 143, §2).

For a detailed list of changes to minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages in Kentucky, please reference Table 42 and Table
43.

Table 42: Kentucky–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1908-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
September 1908 - May 1914 Ability to read and write in English; satisfactory school attendance; familiarity with basic

arithmetic, including fractions; coursework in geography; satisfactory schooling record
June 1914 - May 1920 Completion of grade 5
July 1920 - May 1948 Completion of grade 8 or attendance at continuation school for 4 to 8 hours per week
From June 1948 Satisfactory schooling record
Source: General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky (1908, 1914, 1920, 1948)

Table 43: Kentucky–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1906-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
June 1906 - May 1935 14 . 14 .
June 1935 - May 1948 16 . 14 14
June 1948 - May 1970 16 . 14 .
From June 1970 18 16 14 .
Source: General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky (1906, 1935, 1948, 1970)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 44.

For those born before 1900, the full-time work permit age was 14 (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1906, Chapter
52, §2).

The full-time work permit age increased from 14 to 16 in June 1935 (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1935, Chapter
65, Article VI, §4). Individuals who were 14 years old at the time of the law’s implementation were the first affected by the policy, since
they now needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before leaving to work. We use the same logic as the 1935 reform to compute
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Table 44: Kentucky–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - May 1921 14
June 1921 - May 1954 16
June 1954 - Present 18
Source: General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky (1906, 1935, 1948, 1970)

the cohort affected by the reform in 1970. In 1970, the full-time employment age increased to 18, which first impacted individuals born
in June 1954 (General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1970, Chapter 143, §2).
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14. Louisiana

School Attendance

Louisiana first required that individuals ages 8 to 14 attend
school in 1910. From 2001 to the present, attendance has been
compulsory for people ages 7 to 18.

Key Dates
First Law: 1914
Major Changes since 1914: 1916, 1944, 1987, 2001

Louisiana’s first compulsory school attendance policy, passed in 1910, required people between the ages of 8 and 14 who resided in the
Parish of Orleans to attend school for a minimum of 90 days (Louisiana State Legislature, 1910, Act 222, §1). Exemptions were granted to
individuals who resided more than 20 blocks from their nearest school, and to those who had completed primary school. This law was
amended in 1912, requiring attendance for the full academic term, but still only applied to people in the Parish of Orleans (Louisiana State
Legislature, 1912, Act 232, §1). In 1932, individuals between the ages of 14 and 16 were required to attend school for the full academic
year if they were not employed to work (Louisiana State Legislature, 1932, Act 49, §1). The first statewide policy was passed in 1914
and required all people between the ages of 8 and 14 to attend school for a minimum of 4 months of the school year (Louisiana State
Legislature, 1914, Act 91, §1). This law applied to all cities with more than 25,000 residents except for those under the jurisdiction of the
Parish of Orleans. A 1916 amendment lowered the school starting age to 7 and required attendance for the full academic year (Louisiana
State Legislature, 1916, Act 27, §1). Compulsory schooling laws between the Parish of Orleans and the rest of the state of Louisiana were
unified in 1944, when the compulsory schooling age became 7 to 15 for all Louisiana residents (Louisiana State Legislature, 1944, Act
239, §1). Amendments in 1987 and 2001 increased the school leaving age to 17 and 18, respectively (Louisiana State Legislature, 1987,
Act 504, §1; Louisiana State Legislature, 2001, Act 1151, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 45.

Table 45: Louisiana–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1905-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
October 1905 - September 1908
(potentially as early as September 1901)

9 14 6

October 1908 - September 1930 8 14 7
October 1918 - September 1930
(Parish of Orleans only)

9 16 8

October 1930 - September 1972 8 15 8
October 1972 - September 1984 8 17 10
October 1984 - Present 8 18 11
Source: Louisiana State Legislature (1910, 1914, 1916, 1932, 1944, 1987, 2001)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

Louisiana’s effective school year for enrollment begins September 30. This date was first mentioned in a law from 2014 (Louisiana State
Legislature, 2014, Act 411, §1). Since earlier compulsory schooling legislation does not specify an enrollment deadline, we operate under
the assumption that the September 1 date applies to previous policy when calculating birth cohorts.

The 1914 reform set a starting age of 8 and a leaving age of 14 (Louisiana State Legislature, 1914, Act 91, §1). Individuals born beginning
in 1905 would have reached age 9 during their first year of schooling in school year (SY) 1914-15, and therefore would have been the first
group of students affected by this policy across Louisiana. However, the Parish of Orleans had the same starting and leaving ages in
place since SY 1910-11. Therefore, the earliest cohort that would have been affected by these measures was born in 1901.

The next reform impacting the entire state was effective for the 1916-17 school year, lowering the starting age to 7 (Louisiana State
Legislature, 1916, Act 27, §1). This change would have first affected students born starting in September 1908, who reached age 8 in
SY 1916-17. The next reform impacting only the Parish of Orleans, meanwhile, was effective for the 1932-33 SY and kept the starting age
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of 8 while raising the leaving age to 16 (Louisiana State Legislature, 1932, Act 49, §1). This policy first affected people born starting in
September 1918 who would reach age 14 in SY 1932-33 and who now were required to stay in school for an additional 2 years.

Louisiana’s compulsory schooling policies were unified with the 1944 reform, which mandated that people “between the ages of seven
and fifteen years” attend school (Louisiana State Legislature, 1944, Act 239, §1). The earliest cohort affected by this policy were those
born starting in September 1930, who reached age 15 during the 1944-45 academic year and who now needed to stay in school for 1
additional year.

The 1987 reform raised the school leaving age from 15 to 17, thus increasing duration from 8 to 10 years (Louisiana State Legislature,
1987, Act 504, §1). Using the same logic as the 1932 and 1944 reforms, we obtain September 1972 as the first cohort affected by this
policy. People born during this time would have reached age 8 during their first year of compulsory schooling in SY 1980-81, and would
have reached age 15 during SY 1987-88. They would have then needed to remain in school until they turned 17 in SY 1989-90.

The leaving age became 18 in 2001 (Louisiana State Legislature, 2001, Act 1151, §1). Following the same logic as the 1987 policy, the first
students impacted by this policy would have been those born starting in September 1984 who reached age 17 in the 2001-02 SY, and
who needed to stay in school for 1 additional year.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Louisiana identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports a starting age of 8 and a leaving age of 16 in 1915. While we agree with the starting age of 8, our review of
the 1914 law indicates that the leaving age at this time was 14 (Louisiana State Legislature, 1914, Act 91, §1).

Lleras-Muney also identifies several other policy changes that we were unable to locate through our research, and these differences in
compulsory schooling ages lead to differences in birth cohort calculations.

In 1921, Lleras-Muney reports a leaving age of 16, whereas we report a leaving age of 14 (Louisiana State Legislature, 1916, Act 27, §1).
We have not located a state-wide compulsory schooling policy in Louisiana that specifies a leaving age of 16. Lleras-Muney indicates
that the school starting age was lowered to 7 in 1929, but our research indicates that this occurred in 1921. Finally, in 1930, the author
identifies a starting age of 7 and a leaving age of 15, whereas we find that this change did not happen until 1944. A 1930 reform date
suggests that the individuals first affected by this policy change were born September 1915, whereas our analysis indicates that the first
cohort affected was born in September 1930. These discrepancies are likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial Survey
of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are inconsistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger. We find that the school leaving age during these periods was 15. These differences are likely because Angrist
and Krueger relied on Census records for their data, while we reviewed each year’s legislation.
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Work Permits

The first child labor policy affecting the state of Louisiana was
passed in 1914 and established a full-time employment age of
14. Since 1938, the full-time work permit age has been 16 and
the vacation work permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1914
Major changes since 1914: 1938

Louisiana’s first child labor law in 1908 restricted individuals to working in non-hazardous occupations only, but did not set a minimum
employment age (Pride, 1908). In 1914, the state passed a law banning the employment of people under the age of 14 (Louisiana State
Legislature, 1914, Act 133, §2). While Louisiana did establish a financial hardship exemption from compulsory schooling in 1916, the
legislation did not specify a minimum age at which this exemption could be granted; financial hardship exemptions were granted at
each district’s discretion (Louisiana State Legislature, 1916, Act 27, §3). The state of Louisiana did not make significant amendments to
its child labor laws after 1926, but instead began to utilize regulations set by the Fair Labor Standards Act (U.S. Department of Labor,
2023).

For changes to work permit ages over time, see Table 46.

Table 46: Louisiana–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1914-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
September 1914 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
From October 1938 16 14 14 .
Source: Louisiana State Legislature (1914, 1926), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 47.

Table 47: Louisiana–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
September 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Louisiana State Legislature (1914), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Louisiana established a full-time work permit age of 14 in September 1914, which first impacted individuals born September 1900
(Louisiana State Legislature, 1914, Act 133, §2). The age was raised to 16 with the implementation of the Fair Labor Standards Act in
1938 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). This change affected individuals born in October 1938. They were 14 years old when the law was
passed, and now needed to wait an additional 2 years before they could leave school to work full-time.
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15. Maryland

School Attendance

In 1902, Maryland first mandated that individuals ages 8 to 16
attend school. Since 2017, the compulsory schooling ages are 5
to 18.

Key Dates
First law: 1902
Major changes since 1902: 1931, 1969, 1992, 2015, 2017

Maryland’s first compulsory schooling policy in 1902 required that all people ages 8 to 12 attend school for the full academic year
(Maryland State Legislature, 1902, Chapter 269, §1). Individuals ages 12 to 16 who were not regularly employed were also mandated
to attend. In 1922, the city of Baltimore lowered its school starting age to 7; the rest of the state did not do so until 1931 (Maryland
State Legislature, 1922, Chapter 474, §1; Maryland State Legislature, 1931, Chapter 159, §1). In 1969, the state legislature decreased the
starting age to 6, and in 1991, it became 5 (Maryland State Legislature, 1969, Chapter 405, §1; Maryland State Legislature, 1991, Chapter
463, §1). In 2015, the school leaving age became 17, and since 2017, it has been 18 (Maryland State Legislature, 2012, Chapter 494, §1).
People who have already graduated or who need to work to support their families are exempt from these attendance requirements.

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 48.

Table 48: Maryland–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1923 9 16 8
September 1914 - August 1923
(City of Baltimore only)

8 16 9

September 1923 - August 1962 8 16 9
September 1962 - August 1986 7 16 10
September 1986 - August 1999 6 16 11
September 1999 - August 2000 6 17 12
September 2000 - Present 6 18 13
Source: Maryland State Legislature (1902, 1922, 1931, 1969, 1991, 2012)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

According to the National Center for Education Statistics, the effective school year for enrollment in Maryland begins September 1
(National Center for Education Statistics, 2020).

In the early 1900s, the compulsory schooling law in Maryland applied to all individuals ages 9 to 16 (Maryland State Legislature, 1902,
Chapter 269, §1).

The 1931 reform specified that compulsory schooling ages in Maryland were “between seven and fourteen years,” and extended to 16
years if individuals were not regularly employed (Maryland State Legislature, 1931, Chapter 159, §1). We code the starting age as 8, since
people born starting in September 1923 would have turned 8 years old during their first year of schooling in school year (SY) 1931-32.

The first cohorts affected by the 1969 and 1991 reforms are calculated following the same logic as the 1931 reform (Maryland State
Legislature, 1969, Chapter 405, §1). Students born beginning in September 1962 would have reached age 7 during their first year of
schooling in SY 1969-70.

Individuals born starting in September 1986 would have been the first group affected by the 1991 reform. They were required to begin
school in the year in which they turned 6 years old, which was SY 1992-93 (Maryland State Legislature, 1991, Chapter 463, §1).

The leaving age became 17 in 2015 (Maryland State Legislature, 2012, Chapter 494, §1). People born starting in September 1999 would
have entered school in 2005, and would have reached age 16 during SY 2015-2016. They would have been the first required to stay
enrolled for an additional year.

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data 15. Maryland — Return to Table of Contents 56



USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

The leaving age was increased again, in 2017, to age 18 (Maryland State Legislature, 2012, Chapter 494, §1). Following the same logic
as the 2015 reform, the first students impacted would have been those who were born starting in September 2000 who reached age 17
during SY 2017-18, and who needed to continue to attend school for 1 more year.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are several differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Maryland identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) records a starting age of 7 and a leaving age of 15 from the period 1918-1920. The first cohort affected by this policy
would have been born starting in September 1903. Whereas before, these individuals would have needed to attend school until age
16, they were now able to leave at age 15 in 1918. However, we have a starting age of 8 and a leaving age of 16 during this period, as
established by the 1902 reform. Later, Lleras-Muney notes that the compulsory schooling ages changed to 7 to 16 in 1924, although we
found that this change did not occur until 1931. Consequently, the earliest affected cohort according to Lleras-Muney’s data would have
been born starting in September 1916, while we calculated September 1923 as the first affected cohort. Lleras-Muney also records the
leaving age as increasing to 17 in 1928, which would have first impacted individuals born starting in September 1912. We were unable
to locate this policy change through our research. These discrepancies are likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial
Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Maryland began to regulate child labor in 1902, when the state
legislature set a full-time employment age of 12. Since 2015,
the full-time work permit age in Maryland has been 16, and the
vacation work permit age and hardship work permit age has
been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1902
Major changes since 1902: 1912, 1938, 2015

Maryland began to regulate child labor in the same year that it started to regulate compulsory schooling, in 1902 (Maryland State
Legislature, 1902, Chapter 269, §1). That year, the state legislature determined that individuals could begin working full-time at age
12 if they were able to read and write in English or were attending an evening school. Maryland’s full-time employment age increased
to 14 in 1912 when a vacation permit age of 12 was established (Maryland State Legislature, 1912, Chapter 731, §1). Minimum literacy
requirements for employment also increased in 1912: in addition to being able to read and write in English, people also needed to have
satisfactory school attendance in the previous year and to have completed fifth grade coursework, including classes in geography and
basic arithmetic. By 1931, people needed to have completed the eighth grade to be employed during school hours (Maryland State
Legislature, 1931, Chapter 159, §1). Since 1950, Maryland’s full-time work permit age has been 16, and the vacation and hardship permit
ages have been 14 (Maryland State Legislature, 1950, Chapter 8, §1).

Look to Table 49 and Table 50 for a list of changes to Maryland’s minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages, respectively.

Table 49: Maryland–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1902-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
September 1902 - November 1912 Read and write English sentences or regular attendance at an evening school
December 1912 - March 1929 Read and write English sentences; completion of grade 5; familiarity with basic arithmetic

(up to and including fractions); coursework in geography
April 1929 - May 1950 Completion of grade 8
From June 1950 Satisfactory prior schooling record
Source: Maryland State Legislature (1902, 1912, 1929, 1950)

Table 50: Maryland–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1902-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
September 1902 - August 1906 12 . 12 .
September 1906 - November 1912 12 . . .
December 1912 - September 1938 14 . 12 .
October 1938 - June 2015 16 . 14 .
From July 2015 16 . 14 14
Source: Maryland State Legislature (1902, 1906, 1912, 2012), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 51.

Table 51: Maryland–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - November 1900 12
December 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Maryland State Legislature (1902, 1906, 1912), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Maryland raised its full-time work permit age from 12 to 14 in December 1912, which first impacted students born in December 1900
(Maryland State Legislature, 1912, Chapter 731, §1). The next change to the full-time employment age came with the passage of FLSA in
October 1938, and affected individuals born in October 1924 (Maryland State Legislature, 1950, Chapter 8, §9). Whereas before these
individuals could leave school to work at age 14, they now needed to wait to do so until they reached 16 years of age.
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16. Massachusetts

School Attendance

Massachusetts began to compel attendance for individuals ages
8 to 14 in 1852. Since 1968, all people ages 6 to 16 have been
required to attend school full-time.

Key Dates
First law: 1852
Major changes since 1852: 1873, 1874, 1898, 1905, 1921, 1968

Massachusetts was the first state to pass a compulsory schooling law in 1852. The state legislature required all individuals ages 8 to
14 to attend school for at least 12 weeks, 6 of which needed to be consecutive (General Court of Massachusetts, 1852, Chapter 240, §1,
4). Individuals were exempt from the law if they had received an equivalent education elsewhere. In 1873, the law changed so that only
people ages 8 to 12 were required to attend, although they now needed to be in school for a minimum of 20 weeks per year (General
Court of Massachusetts, 1873, Chapter 279, §1). One year later, the state legislature amended the law so that people ages 8 to 14 were
again required to attend (General Court of Massachusetts, 1874, Chapter 233, §1). In 1890, individuals were required to attend school
for at least 30 weeks per year, and by 1898, Massachusetts mandated that people ages 7 to 14 attend for the full academic year (General
Court of Massachusetts, 1890, Chapter 384, §1; General Court of Massachusetts, 1898, Chapter 494, §12). In 1905 the state legislature
passed an amendment stating that local districts could require individuals ages 14 to 16 to attend school if they could not read and write
basic sentences in English, and in 1921 the legislature determined that attendance was mandatory for any child under 16 who had not
completed the sixth grade (General Court of Massachusetts, 1905, Chapter 320, §1; General Court of Massachusetts, 1921, Chapter 463,
§1; General Court of Massachusetts, 1939, Chapter 461, §3). Since 1965, the Massachusetts Board of Education has had the authority to
establish the state’s compulsory schooling ages, and in 1968, they determined that the minimum starting age was 6 (Secretary of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1997, Chapter 572, §36; General Court of Massachusetts, 1997, 603 CMR 8.00).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 52.

Table 52: Massachusetts–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - December 1907 8 14 7
January 1908 - December 1961 8 16 9
January 1962 - Present 7 16 10
Source: General Court of Massachusetts (1898, 1921, 1997)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

The Code of Massachusetts Regulations (CMR), since 1968, has stipulated that “each child must attend school beginning in September
of the calendar year in which he or she attains the age of six” (General Court of Massachusetts, 1997, 603 CMR 8.00). We interpret the
school enrollment deadline to be December 31, since that is the end of the calendar year, making the effective school year for enrollment
January to December of the following school year (SY). Since earlier compulsory schooling legislation does not specify an enrollment
deadline, we operate under the assumption that the January 1 date applies to previous policy when calculating birth cohorts.

In the early 1900s, the compulsory schooling ages were defined as 7 to 14 (General Court of Massachusetts, 1898, Chapter 494, §12).
We adjust the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during the first year of compulsory schooling.

The 1921 reform, enacted May 27, 1921, raised the leaving age from 14 to 16, thus increasing duration from 7 to 9 years (General Court
of Massachusetts, 1921, Chapter 463, §1). The first cohort affected by this policy would have been born starting in January 1908, and
would have reached age 8 during their first year of compulsory schooling in SY 1915-16. These students would have turned 14 years old
in SY 1921-22 and then would have been required to stay in school for an additional 2 years, until the end of the 1923-24 SY.

The 1968 policy lowered the starting age by 1 year (General Court of Massachusetts, 1997, 603 CMR 8.00). Individuals born starting in
January 1962 would have reached age 7 during the 1968-69 SY, and would have been the first impacted by this change.
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Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Massachusetts identified through our research and those
identified by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) records a starting age of 7 and a leaving age of 16 going back to 1915, suggesting that the first cohort affected by
this policy was born in 1901. However, our research indicates that these ages were not in place until the 1921-22 SY. This discrepancy
is likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the
legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Massachusetts first allowed individuals to work full-time at age
13 starting in 1888. Since the passage of the Fair Labor Standards
Act in 1938, the full-time work permit age has been 16 and the
vacation work permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1888
Major changes since 1888: 1913, 1938

In addition to being the first state to adopt compulsory schooling laws, in 1836Massachusetts also became the first state to restrict child
labor. This early law only applied tomanufacturing establishments, restricting individuals under age 15 from being employed unless they
had attended school for at least threemonths in the previous year andwould continue to attend school for at least threemonths of every
year of their employment (General Court of Massachusetts, 1836, Chapter 245, §1). In 1888, the state legislature determined that people
ages 13 to 16 needed a certificate to be employed, and further specified that if a child under 14 could not read and write in English, then
they needed to regularly attend an evening school to receive a certificate (General Court of Massachusetts, 1888, Chapter 348, §1, 3–4).
This stipulationwas expanded in 1898 so that individualswho could not read orwrite in English needed to enroll in an evening school to be
employed (General Court of Massachusetts, 1898, Chapter 494, §7). In 1913, the law changed so that theminimum full-time employment
age was 14 (General Court of Massachusetts, 1913, Chapter 779, §15). That same year, Massachusetts established continuation schools
for regularly employed individuals ages 14 to 16 who could be required to attend for four hours per week at the discretion of their local
school committee (General Court of Massachusetts, 1913, Chapter 805, §1). In 1919, continuation school attendance requirements were
modified so that individuals with employment certificates were required to attend for at least 20 hours per week if they were temporarily
unemployed (General Court of Massachusetts, 1919, Chapter 292, §1). While Massachusetts has not passed legislation altering the
full-time employment age since 1913, in 1938 the state implicitly adopted the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act which set the
full-time employment age at 16 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). The most recent change to Massachusetts child labor laws occurred
in 2006, when the legislature determined that individuals ages 16 to 18 needed to attend evening school if they had not completed sixth
grade and were seeking employment (General Court of Massachusetts, 2006, Chapter 426, §15).

See Table 53 and Table 54 for changes to minimum literacy requirements and work permit agesin Massachusetts.

Table 53: Massachusetts–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1888-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
July 1888 - August 1913 Read and write English sentences
September 1913 - September 1921 Read and write English sentences; satisfactory prior schooling record
From August 1921 Completion of grade 6
Source: General Court of Massachusetts (1888, 1913, 1921)

Table 54: Massachusetts–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1888-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1888 - August 1913 13 . . .
September 1913 - May 1916 14 . . .
June 1916 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
From October 1938 16 . 14 .
Source: General Court of Massachusetts (1888, 1913, 1916), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 55.

Table 55: Massachusetts–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - August 1900 13
September 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: General Court of Massachusetts (1888, 1913), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

In September 1913, Massachusetts increased its full-time work permit age from 13 to 14 (General Court of Massachusetts, 1913, Chapter
779, §15). This change first affected individuals born September 1900, who were now required to stay in school for 1 additional year
before they had the option to leave to work full-time. The implementation of the Fair Labor Standards Act in October 1938 raised the
full-time employment age to 16. People born in October 1924 were the first impacted by this change.
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17. Michigan

School Attendance

In 1871, the state of Michigan mandated that all individuals ages
8 to 14 attend school. Since 1944, the legislature has required
attendance for people ages 6 to 16.

Key Dates
First law: 1871
Major changes since 1871: 1895, 1905, 1907, 1944, 2010

Michigan was one of the first states to establish a compulsory schooling policy, with its first legislation in 1871 (Michigan State Compiler,
1871, Act 136, §3737). The state required students between the ages of 8 and 14 to attend school for a minimum of three months, six
weeks of which were required to be consecutive. In 1883, the attendance requirement was increased to four months, and completion
of the requirement became mandatory for work permits (Michigan State Compiler, 1883, Act 144, §2). The 1883 amendment would be
Michigan’s first concurrent compulsory schooling and child labor regulation. An 1895 amendment changed the school start and leaving
ages to 7 and 16, but this amendment only applied to large cities (Michigan State Compiler, 1895, Act 95, §1). Under this amendment,
rural cities and school boards were authorized, but not required, to increase the years of compulsory schooling within their district.
The component of the policy affecting rural communities, stipulating compulsory schooling for individuals ages 8 to 14, would remain
in place until 1897, when the rural leaving age would increase to 16 (Michigan State Compiler, 1897, Act 67, §1). For both rural and
urban students, the school leaving age was lowered to 15 in 1905 (Michigan State Compiler, 1905, Act 200, §1). This amendment also
changed the starting age to 7 for rural districts. The school leaving age was 15 until 1907 when it was again increased to 16 (Michigan
State Compiler, 1907, Act 74, §1). In 1944, Michigan lowered the compulsory schooling starting age to 6 (Michigan State Compiler, 1944,
Act 35, §1). From 1920 to 1977, the state required people between the ages of 16 and 17 to attend part-time school; districts with fewer
than 5,000 residents or 50 students were exempt from this mandate (Michigan State Compiler, 1919, Act 421, §1). As of 2010, Michigan
requires school attendance for individuals between the ages of 6 and 18 (Michigan State Compiler, 2009, Act 202, §1561). Students who
were 11 years of age or had reached the 6th grade by December 1, 2009 are not subject to this amendment, and may stop attending
school at the age of 16.

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 56.

Table 56: Michigan–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1937 8 16 9
September 1937 - August 1998 7 16 10
December 1998 - Present 7 18 12
Source: Michigan State Compiler (1907, 1944, 2009)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

Prior to 1976, the Michigan legislature did not clearly define an enrollment deadline. An 1895 policy articulated that the period of school
attendance began September 1, but did not explicitly statewhether September 1was also the enrollment cutoff (Michigan State Compiler,
1895, Act 95, §1). For the purposes of our analysis, we have elected to use September 1 as the beginning of the effective school year for
enrollment for the earliest compulsory schooling policies in the state.

At the start of the 20th century, the compulsory schooling ages were defined as 7 to 16 (Michigan State Compiler, 1907, Act 74, §1). We
adjust the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during the first year of compulsory schooling.

The 1944 reform, enacted and effective March 3, 1944, established that every child “between the ages of 6 and 16 years” was required
to attend school (Michigan State Compiler, 1944, Act 35, §1). The first cohort impacted by this policy would have been born starting in
September 1937, and entered school in school year (SY) 1944-45, during which they reached age 7.

Beginning in 1976, the state of Michigan clearly defined an enrollment deadline of December 1 (Michigan State Compiler, 1976, Chapter
451, Article 2, Part 24, §1561). The 2010 reform raised the school leaving age to 18 (Michigan State Compiler, 2009, Act 202, §1561). The
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law did not apply to those “who turned age 11 before December 1, 2009 or who entered grade 6 before 2009” (Michigan State Compiler,
2009, §1561). This change would therefore have first affected those born in December 1998.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the reform dates in Michigan that we identified in our research and those that Lleras-Muney (2002)
identified.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Michigan first allowed individuals to work full-time starting at
age 8 in 1883. Beginning in 1947, the full-time work permit age in
the state became 16, and the part-time, hardship, and vacation
work permit ages became 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1883
Major changes since 1883: 1897, 1909, 1911, 1915, 1947

Although the state of Michigan required school attendance prior to work permit eligibility as early as 1883, the state had limited
regulations on child labor until the formation of the Michigan Department of Labor in 1909 (Michigan State Compiler, 1883, Act 144,
§2, 10; Michigan State Compiler, 1909, Act 285, §1). However, even in the earliest compulsory schooling policies, the state permitted
district or school boards to exempt students over the age of 14 from school attendance (Michigan State Compiler, 1871, Act 136, §3737).
By 1905, this exemption could only be granted if the school board found that the child’s employment was necessary to support their
family (Michigan State Compiler, 1905, Act 200, §1(c)). In 1907, the state allowed people with an 8th grade diploma to obtain full-time
work permits (Michigan State Compiler, 1907, Act 74, §1). The 1907 amendment also banned the employment of individuals below the
age of 14 in any capacity. Shortly after the formation of the Michigan Department of Labor, the state passed legislation requiring people
seeking full-time employment to be at least 16 years of age (Michigan State Compiler, 1911, Act 220, §1). At the time, individuals seeking
work permits were required to demonstrate proficiency in reading and writing in English, and in basic arithmetic up to fractions. The
state’s full-time employment age remains 16 as of 2023, but the literacy requirements for work permits have changed substantially.

For changes in work permit literacy requirements and eligibility ages over time, see Table 57 and Table 58 respectively.

Table 57: Michigan–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1883-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
September 1883 - August 1905 Satisfactory prior schooling record
September 1905 - May 1909 Read and write English sentences
June 1909 - April 1911 Read and write English and arithmetic up to fractions
May 1911 - April 1915 Completion of grade 4
From May 1915 Completion of grade 6
Source: Michigan State Compiler (1883, 1905, 1909, 1911, 1915)

Table 58: Michigan–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1897-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
September 1897 - May 1909 14 . 14 14
June 1909 - April 1915 16 . 14 14
May 1915 - May 1947 16 . 14 15
From June 1947 16 14 14 14
Source: Michigan State Compiler (1897, 1909, 1915, 1947)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 59.

Table 59: Michigan–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - Present 16
Source: Michigan State Compiler (1909)

Michigan has had a full-time work permit age of 16 in place since June 1909, which has affected people born in June 1895 (Michigan State
Compiler, 1909, Act 285, §10).
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18. Minnesota

School Attendance

Minnesota first passed compulsory schooling legislation in 1885,
requiring that individuals ages 8 to 16 attend school. As of 2013,
the state has mandated attendance for people ages 7 to 17.

Key Dates
First law: 1885
Major changes since 1885: 1905, 1909, 1911, 1953, 1988, 1997,
2013

Minnesota began requiring school attendance in 1885 for people aged 8 to 16 for a minimum of 12 weeks per year, 6 of which needed to
be consecutive (Minnesota State Legislature, 1885, Chapter 197, §1). Exemptions were granted to those students who had completed an
equivalent education or who lived over 2 miles from the nearest school. In 1905, the school leaving age was raised to 18, and individuals
were now required to attend school for the full academic year (Minnesota State Legislature, 1905, Chapter 265, §1). In 1909, the school
leaving age remained 18 for cities of the first class, but returned to 16 for the rest of the state (Minnesota State Legislature, 1909,
Chapter 400, §1). Students who had completed the eighth grade, as well as those who did not live within a “reasonable distance’’ of
a public school, were exempt from these requirements. The school leaving age returned to 16 for the entire state in 1911 (Minnesota
State Legislature, 1911, Chapter 356, §1). Later, in 1953, Minnesota lowered the school starting age to 7, and specified that individuals
were exempt if they had finished the ninth grade (Minnesota State Legislature, 1953, Chapter 372, §1). In 1967, people needed to
have completed the tenth grade to be exempt from compulsory schooling requirements, and since 1988, they need to have graduated
(Minnesota State Legislature, 1967, Chapter 82, §1; Minnesota State Legislature, 1988, §20 Subd. 9). In 1988, the state legislature also
mandated that individuals ages 7 to 18 to attend school (Minnesota State Legislature, 1988, Chapter 718, §19 Subd. 5). The school leaving
age was lowered again to 16 in 1997, and since 2013, people ages 7 to 17 have been required to attend school in Minnesota (Minnesota
State Legislature, 1997, Chapter 4, Article 6, §1; Minnesota State Legislature, 2013, Chapter 116, Article 3, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 60.

Table 60: Minnesota–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1945 9 16 8
September 1945 - August 1972 8 16 9
September 1972 - August 1979 8 18 11
September 1979 - August 1980 8 17 10
September 1980 - August 1998 8 16 9
September 1998 - Present 8 17 10
Source: Minnesota State Legislature (1911, 1953, 1988, 1997, 2013)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

Minnesota did not clearly define the effective school year for enrollment until 1967, when they established that people needed to reach
the starting age by September 1 of the relevant school year (Minnesota State Legislature, 1967, Chapter 173, §1). To calculate which
birth cohorts were first affected by changes to Minnesota’s compulsory schooling policies, we applied this September 1 date to earlier
reforms as well.

At the start of the 1900s, the compulsory schooling ages were 8 to 16 (Minnesota State Legislature, 1911, Chapter 356, §1). We adjust
the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during the first year of compulsory schooling.

The 1953 policy lowered the starting age so that people were required to begin compulsory schooling in the year in which they turned
8 (Minnesota State Legislature, 1953, Chapter 372, §1). Individuals who were born starting in September 1945 would have been the first
impacted by this change.

The 1988 reform raised the starting age from 16 to 18 from school year (SY) 1988-89, increasing duration from 9 to 11 years (Minnesota
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State Legislature, 1988, Chapter 718, §20 Subd. 9). Students born beginning in September 1972 were the first affected. These individuals
would have entered school at age 8 in the 1980-81 SY and turned 16 in SY 1988-89. They would have then needed to remain in school for
an additional 2 years, until SY 1990-91.

The 1997 reform lowered the leaving age back to 16 (Minnesota State Legislature, 1997, Chapter 4, Article 6, §1). The first cohort affected
by this policy would have been born in September 1979, and would have reached age 17 years old in SY 1996-97. Under the previous
policy, these students would have needed to remain in school until the end of SY 1997-98, when they would reach age 18, but now were
able to leave 1 year early, at age 17. The second cohort affected by this change would have been born in September 1980, and would
have been 17 years old in the 1997-98 SY. They would be the first cohort to complete their compulsory schooling requirement at age 16.

The 2013 reform increased the leaving age to 17 and was effective for SY 2014-15 (Minnesota State Legislature, 2013, Chapter 116, Article
3 §1). We follow the same logic as the 1988 reform to calculate the first cohort affected by this policy. The first group of individuals
influenced by this change was born beginning in September 1998.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no discrepancies between the data identified through our research and the data collected by Lleras-Muney (2002).

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Minnesota first started to regulate child labor in 1895, although
a minimum full-time employment age of 14 was not established
until 1907. Since the passage of the Fair Labor Standards Act in
1938, the full-time employment age has been 16 and the vacation
age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1895
Major changes since 1895: 1907, 1938

Minnesota began to regulate child labor in 1895. The state’s first child labor law had several components, including the creation of a
hardship work permit for individuals age 12 and older, the ban on working during the 12-week compulsory attendance period, and the
establishment of minimum literacy requirements to receive a permit (Minnesota State Legislature, 1895, Chapter 171, §1, 4–5, 8). The
1895 policy, however, did not specify a minimum employment age. In 1907, the Minnesota state legislature determined that individuals
could work during school hours beginning at age 14 as long as they had an employment certificate (Minnesota State Legislature, 1907,
Chapter 299, §2). To receive this certificate, people needed to regularly attend school, be able to read and write in English, and to have
received instruction in the core subjects of reading, spelling, writing, English grammar, geography, and arithmetic (Minnesota State
Legislature, 1907, Chapter 299, §4, 6). Since 1938, Minnesota has implicitly followed the work permit age provisions established by the
Fair Labor Standards Act (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023).

To review the changes to Minnesota’s work permit literacy requirements and work permit ages, see Table 61 and Table 62.

Table 61: Minnesota–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1895-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
April 1895 - March 1907 Ability to read and write in English; satisfactory attendance record
April 1907 - May 1919 Ability to read and write in English; familiarity with basic arithmetic, including fractions;

coursework in geography; satisfactory attendance record
June 1919 - September 1938 Ability to read and write in English; completion of coursework taught in the common

schools
From October 1938 .
Source: Minnesota State Legislature (1895, 1907), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Table 62: Minnesota–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1895-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
April 1895 - February 1897 . . . 12
March 1897 - March 1907 . . . .
April 1907 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
From October 1938 16 . 14 .
Source: Minnesota State Legislature (1895, 1897, 1907), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 63.

Table 63: Minnesota–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Minnesota State Legislature (1907), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)
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The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 caused Minnesota’s full-time employment age to increase from 14 to 16 (U.S. Department of Labor,
2023). This policy change first impacted students born in October 1924. They were 14 years old when FLSA was passed, and now needed
to remain in school for an additional 2 years before they could leave to work.

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data 18. Minnesota — Return to Table of Contents 70



USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

19. Mississippi

School Attendance

Mississippi’s first compulsory schooling policy, passed in 1918,
mandated attendance for people ages 7 to 14. From 1991
onwards, the state legislature has required that all individuals
ages 6 to 17 attend school full-time.

Key Dates
First law: 1918
Major changes since 1918: 1920, 1924, 1930, 1956, 1982, 1987

Mississippi’s first compulsory education policy was passed in 1918 and required all individuals between the ages of 7 and 14 to attend
school for at least 60 days during the academic year (Mississippi State Legislature, 1918, Chapter 248, §1). Exceptions were granted to
peoplewho had completed the common school course, thosewho residedmore than 2.5miles away from their nearest school, and those
whose labor was deemed necessary due to the financial circumstances, emergency, or domestic needs of their family (Mississippi State
Legislature, 1918, Chapter 248, §2). By 1920, school attendance was required for a minimum of 80 days, and by 1930, all individuals in
large districts (characterized as having 10,000 or more residents) were required to attend school for the full academic year (Mississippi
State Legislature, 1920, Chapter 156, §1; Mississippi State Legislature, 1930, Chapter 45, §1). The leaving age was raised to 16, effective
for school year (SY) 1925-26 (Mississippi State Legislature, 1924, Chapter 283, Chapter 19, §161).

In 1954, the United States Supreme Court ruled race-based segregation in the school system to be unconstitutional. In response
to this ruling, and to resist the desegregation of its public school system, Mississippi passed a pivotal policy in 1956. The 1956
amendment repealed the compulsory school attendance law and created the legal framework for public school districts to cease
operations(Mississippi State Legislature, 1956, Chapter 288, §1). Although few schools closed their doors after this amendment, districts
halted enforcement of compulsory school attendance laws. An attempt to re-establish the compulsory school attendance lawwasmade
in 1977, but this amendment lacked an enforcement mechanism, and therefore was unsuccessful (Mississippi State Legislature, 1977,
Chapter 483, §4, 6; Hawkins, 2007). A law passed in 1982, however, successfully re-introduced the compulsory school attendance policy
through a gradually effective mandate. Under this law, compulsory school attendance was required for individuals ages 6 to 8 for the
academic year beginning in 1983, with an increase in the leaving age by one year for every subsequent school year until the academic
year beginning in 1989 (Mississippi State Legislature, 1982, Chapter 17, §21). A 1987 policy amended the 1982 legislation, increasing the
leaving age by 2 years, beginning in SY 1987-88 and ending in SY 1989-90 when the leaving age became 17 (Mississippi State Legislature,
1987, Chapter 460, §1). The school starting age was lowered to 5 in 2003 only for those who were voluntarily enrolled in a kindergarten
program (Mississippi State Legislature, 2003, Chapter 397, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 64.

The effective school year for enrollment in Mississippi begins September 1. This date was first mentioned in the 1982 legislation, and was
applied to previous policies to facilitate birth cohort calculations (Mississippi State Legislature, 1982, Chapter 17, §21).

Mississippi’s earliest compulsory schooling law impacted the 1918-19 school year (SY). The law established a starting age of 7, which we
interpret as requiring individuals to have reached the age of 7 prior to SY 1918-19, implying that all people would reach age 8 during their
first year of schooling (Mississippi State Legislature, 1918, Chapter 248, §1). The first individuals in Mississippi affected by this policy
were those born in September 1910. Under this law, people were required to attend school until they reached the age of 14.

The 1924 reform was effective for SY 1925-26 and raised the school leaving age to 16 (Mississippi State Legislature, 1924, Chapter 283,
Chapter 19, §161). Individuals born in September 1911 would have been 14 years old during this school year and in their 7th year of
schooling, and they would be the first to be required to remain in school for an additional 2 years, through the end of SY 1927-28.

The 1956 compulsory schooling policy, which went into effect immediately in February 1956 (Mississippi State Legislature, 1956, Chapter
288, §1-2). This law repealed the compulsory schooling requirements and so would have affected every cohort of schooling age during
the 1955-56 school year. This includes the cohorts born as early as September 1939, who would have been finishing their 9th year of
schooling in SY 1955-56, to cohorts born as late as August 1948, who would have just entered their first year of school. Cohorts born
between September 1948 and August 1976 would not attend school under a compulsory schooling law.
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Table 64: Mississippi–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1911-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
September 1910 - August 1911 8 14 7
September 1911 - August 1940 8 16 9
September 1940 - August 1941 8 15 8
September 1941 - August 1942 8 14 7
September 1942 - August 1943 8 13 6
September 1943 - August 1944 8 12 5
September 1944 - August 1945 8 11 4
September 1945 - August 1946 8 10 3
September 1946 - August 1947 8 9 2
September 1947 - August 1948 8 8 1
September 1948 - August 1975 No Policy No Policy No Policy
September 1975 - August 1976 8 17 10
September 1976 - Present 7 17 11
Source: Mississippi State Legislature (1918, 1924, 1982, 1987)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.
The 2003 policy is excluded from this table since it only made attendance compulsory for individuals aged 5 who were voluntarily enrolled in kindergarten.

The 1982 law, first affecting SY 1983-84, gradually reinstated Mississippi’s compulsory schooling policy. Individuals who had reached
age 6 but not yet attained age 8 on or before September 1, 1983 were first required to attend school. This reform would have initially
affected those born September 1975 who reached age 8 during SY 1983-84, and also would have impacted people born September 1976
who reached age 7 during SY 1983-84 (Mississippi State Legislature, 1982, Chapter 17, §21). The reform was gradually implemented,
increasing the leaving age by 1 year each year until SY 1989-90.

The 1987 policy amended the 1982 law, stipulating that for every year beginning in SY 1987-88, the leaving age would increase by 2 years
until the first cohort reached age 17 in SY 1989-90 (Mississippi State Legislature, 1987, Chapter 460, §1). The first cohorts affected by
this reform would have been the same people who were originally impacted by the 1982 law, those who were born in September 1975
and September 1976. These individuals turned 10 and 11 years old, respectively, in SY 1986-87. They had originally expected to stay in
school until age 14, which the 1975 cohort reached in SY 1989-90 and the 1976 cohort reached in SY 1990-91. However, as a result of
the new law, effective in SY 1987-88, both cohorts needed to stay in school for an additional 3 years after they reached age 14: the 1975
cohort needed to stay until SY 1992-93, and the 1976 cohort needed to stay until SY 1993-94. Therefore, the duration for the 1975 cohort
was 10 years (from ages 8 to 17), and the duration for the 1976 cohort was 11 years (from ages 7 to 17).

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are several differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Mississippi identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) referenced Mississippi’s compulsory schooling data from 1918-1939 in her research. The author reports that the
school leaving age increased to 17 in 1929, which would have first affected students born beginning in September 1913; however, we were
unable to identify this policy change at this time. This discrepancy is likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial Survey
of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report that there were no compulsory schooling policies in place in 1960, 1970, and 1980, and that the
leaving age of 14 was reestablished beginning in 1983. We agree that there was not an attendance mandate during this time, but find
that Mississippi’s compulsory schooling policy was gradually implemented beginning in 1983 and the leaving age of 14 was not in place
until 1989. It is possible that Angrist and Krueger recognized that the law was passed and was starting to be implemented in 1983, but
did not record when the change was finalized.
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Work Permits

Mississippi’s first statewide child labor policy was passed in
1930 and established a minimum full-time employment age of
14. Since the passage of the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938,
the minimum full-time employment age has been 16 and the
vacation permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1930
Major changes since 1930: 1938

Mississippi first began to regulate child labor in 1924, prohibiting the employment of people under the age of 14 in mills, canneries,
workshops, factories, and manufacturing establishments (Mississippi State Legislature, 1924, Chapter 314, §1). In 1930, the child
labor law expanded to cover all industries and required that people over the age of 14 complete their compulsory school attendance
requirement before obtaining a work permit (Mississippi State Legislature, 1930, Chapter 46, §1). Since the compulsory school
attendance law was repealed in 1956, this requirement was nullified. The state of Mississippi currently uses guidelines set by the Fair
Labor Standards Act to establish work permit ages (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023).

For changes to work permit literacy requirements and minimum ages in Mississippi from 1924 to 1956, see Table 65 and Table 66
respectively.

Table 65: Mississippi–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1930-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
March 1930 - February 1956 Satisfactory attendance record in current academic year
Source: Mississippi State Legislature (1930, 1956)

Table 66: Mississippi–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1930-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
March 1930 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
October 1938 - February 1956 16 14 14 .
March 1956 - June 1991 . . 14 .
From July 1991 16 14 14 .
Source: MSLeg1991; Mississippi State Legislature (1930, 1956), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 67.

Table 67: Mississippi–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1916-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
March 1916 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Mississippi State Legislature (1930), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

The 1930policy stipulated that individuals needed to be age 14 to be able to leave school andwork full-time (Mississippi State Legislature,
1930, Chapter 46, §1). This law first impacted people who were born beginning in September 1916.

The implementation of the Fair Labor Standards Act in October 1938 raised the full-time employment age to 16 (U.S. Department of
Labor, 2023). This change affected individuals who were born beginning in October 1924 and who were 14 when FLSA was passed.
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20. Missouri

School Attendance

The state of Missouri’s first compulsory schooling law, passed
in 1905, required people ages 8 to 14 to attend school. Since
2009, the state requires individuals between the ages of 7 and
17 to attend school.

Key Dates
First law: 1905
Major changes since 1905: 1907, 1911, 1919, 1957, 2007, 2009

Missouri’s first compulsory attendance law was passed in 1905, mandating that people between the age of 8 and 14 attend school for at
least three months (Missouri General Assembly, 1905, H.B. 70 and 347, §1). Furthermore, people between age 14 and 16 were required
to attend school if they were not regularly employed. Exemptions were granted to students who lived over 2.5 miles from the nearest
school, to those who had already graduated, and to those who needed to work to support their families (Missouri General Assembly,
1905, H.B. 70 and 347, §2). In 1907, the state legislature amended the law for cities with populations of over 500,000: in these regions,
all people between the ages of 8 and 16 were required to attend for the full school year (Missouri General Assembly, 1907, S.B. 364,
§1). By 1919, individuals aged 7 to 16, regardless of where they lived, were required to attend school for the full school year (Missouri
General Assembly, 1919, S.B. 7, §1). Since 1990, the Missouri state legislature required attendance for individuals between the ages of 5
and 7 who have been voluntarily enrolled in kindergarten (Missouri General Assembly, 1990, S.B. 740, §A). In school year (SY) 2007-08,
the school leaving age increased to 17, although local districts were given the authority to keep the leaving age at 16 (Missouri General
Assembly, 2004, S.B. 968, §A). As of 2009, the school leaving age for all districts is 17 (Missouri General Assembly, 2009, S.B. 291, §A).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 68.

Table 68: Missouri–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
August 1900 - July 1911 9 16 8
August 1911 - July 1991 8 16 9
August 1991 - Present 8 17 10
Source: Missouri General Assembly (1905, 1919, 2004)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.
The 1990 policy is excluded from this table since it only made attendance compulsory for individuals ages 5 to 7 who were voluntarily enrolled in kindergarten.

Since 1996, the school enrollment deadline in Missouri has been August 1 (Missouri General Assembly, 1996, S.B. 572, §A). We operate
under the assumption that the August 1 date applies to previous policy when calculating birth cohorts.

Missouri’s earliest compulsory schooling law was effective August 1905, impacting the 1905-06 school year (SY). The law established
a starting age of 8, which we interpret as a starting age such that students reached age 9 during their first year of schooling (Missouri
General Assembly, 1905, H.B. 70 and 347, §1). The first individuals in Missouri affected by this policy were those born in August 1896.
Under this law, people were required to attend school until they reached the age of 16.

The 1919 reform, effective August of that year and impacting SY 1919-20, lowered the school starting age to 7 (Missouri General Assembly,
1919, S.B. 7, §1). Individuals born in August 1911 would have been the first cohort to attend one year earlier as this cohort would have
reached age 7 before the start of SY 1919-20 and would have turned 8 during this school year.

The most recent compulsory schooling reform in Missouri, effective July 2007 and impacting SY 2007-08, raised the leaving age to 17
(Missouri General Assembly, 2004, S.B. 968, §A). The first cohort affected by this reform was born in August 1991. This cohort would
have been turning 16 in SY 2007-08, but would be required to attend 1 more year until the age of 17 in SY 2008-09.
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Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are several differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Missouri identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) found that the school starting age decreased to 7 in 1921 and therefore first affected individuals born beginning
in August 1913. Meanwhile, we found that this reform occurred in 1919, making the first affected cohort those born in August 1911.
Second, the dataset in Lleras-Muney includes an additional reform that we did not locate: Lleras-Muney states that the school leaving
age decreased to 14 in 1939, which would have first impacted individuals born beginning in August 1925. We did not find this reform
in our research. These discrepancies are likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education for their data,
whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Missouri’s earliest child labor law in 1908 set a full-time
employment age of 8. Since the Fair Labor Standards Act was
implemented in October 1938, Missouri’s full-time work permit
age has been 16 and its vacation work permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1905
Major changes since 1905: 1907, 1938

Missouri’s first child labor law established a hardship employment age of 8, but did not specify a full-time employment age. To work
full-time, people needed to have attended school for at least half of the time that school was in session (Missouri General Assembly,
1905, H.B. 70 and 347, §7). In 1911, the full-time work permit age changed to 14, and in addition to satisfactory attendance, individuals
also needed to be able to read and write simple sentences in English (Missouri General Assembly, 1911, S.B. 7, §1). Since 1919, employed
individuals under age 18 have been required to attend part-time school if it is offered by their district (Missouri General Assembly, 1919,
S.B. 7, §1; Missouri General Assembly, 2004, S.B. 968). Missouri adopted the regulations of the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938, and
currently has a full-time work permit age of 16 and a vacation permit age of 14 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). As of 1957, individuals
must have a satisfactory schooling record to be employed (Missouri General Assembly, 1957, S.B. 17, §9).

See Table 69 and Table 70 for changes to minimum work permit literacy requirements and eligibility ages, respectively.

Table 69: Missouri–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1911-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
August 1905 - July 1911 Sufficient school attendance in the prior academic year
August 1911 - July 1957 Sufficient school attendance and ability to read and write in English
From August 1957 Satisfactory schooling record
Source: Missouri General Assembly (1911, 1957)

Table 70: Missouri–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1905-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
August 1905 - July 1911 . . . 8
August 1911 - September 1938 14 . . .
From October 1938 16 . 14 .
Source: Missouri General Assembly (1905, 1911), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 71.

Table 71: Missouri–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - July 1903 8
August 1903 – September 1924 14
October 1924 – Present 16
Source: Missouri General Assembly (1905, 1911), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

The full-time employment age was 8 in the early 1900s (Missouri General Assembly, 1905, H.B. 70 and 347, §7).The 1911 law raised the
full-time work permit age to 14 (Missouri General Assembly, 1911, S.B. 7, §1). This change first impacted individuals who were born
beginning in August 1903, as they would have been 8 years old when the law became effective, and now needed to wait an additional 6
years to start work full-time during school hours.
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The implementation of FLSA in 1938 caused the full-time work permit age in Missouri to increase again, this time to 16 (U.S. Department
of Labor, 2023). Students born starting in October 1924, who were 14 years old at the time of FLSA’s implementation, were the first
affected cohort.
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21. Nebraska

School Attendance

Nebraska adopted its first compulsory schooling policy in 1887,
requiring attendance for people aged 8 to 14. Since 2005, the
state’s compulsory schooling ages are 6 to 18.

Key Dates
First law: 1887
Major changes since 1887: 1903, 1929, 1967, 2004

Nebraska began to mandate school attendance in 1887, requiring that people aged 8 to 14 attend school for at least 12 weeks per
academic year (Nebraska State Legislature, 1887, Chapter 78, §1). The state legislature lowered the school starting age to 7 in 1901 and
granted exemptions to individuals who livedmore than twomiles from the nearest school, who needed to work to support themselves or
their families, or who had completed the eighth grade (Nebraska State Legislature, 1901, Chapter 70, §1). Shortly thereafter, in 1903, the
school leaving age increased to 15 (Nebraska State Legislature, 1903, Chapter 75, §1). Beginning in 1907, the state legislature adopted
different policies for districts in metropolitan areas and districts in the rest of the state (Nebraska State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 131,
§1). Whereas the earlier compulsory schooling policies remained in place in rural districts, in metropolitan districts individuals were
required to attend school from ages 7 to 16 for the full school year. By 1929, school attendance was mandatory for all people aged 7
to 16, regardless of their district (Nebraska State Legislature, 1929, Chapter 87, §1). In 2004, Nebraska raised the school leaving age
to 18 for people who were born after July 1988 and lowered the starting age to 6 starting with SY 2005-06 for people born after July
1999 (Nebraska State Legislature, 2004, Legislative Bill 868, §1(a)). From 2012 onwards, people aged 16 and older have been exempt
from compulsory schooling requirements if they have completed an exit interview, a meeting in which they discuss their reasons for
leaving school with the district’s superintendent, the principal, and their parent/guardian (Nebraska State Legislature, 2012, Legislative
Bill 996, §§1-2).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 72.

Table 72: Nebraska–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - July 16, 1988 8 16 9
July 17, 1988 - December 1998 8 18 11
January 1999 - Present 7 18 12
Source: Nebraska State Legislature (1901, 2004)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

In the early 1900s, the compulsory schooling law affected individuals aged 7 to 16 (Nebraska State Legislature, 1907, Legislative Bill
868, §1). We adjust the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during their first year of compulsory schooling.

The 2004 reform increased the leaving age from 16 to 18 (Nebraska State Legislature, 2004, Legislative Bill 868, § 1(b)). The transitional
provisions of the law indicate that it affects individuals who have not reached the age of 16 by the effective date of the law, which was
July 16, 2004. This means that the first birth cohort affected is born on July 17, 1988. They would have reached age 8 during their first
year of compulsory schooling in SY 1996-97, and remained in school until school year (SY) 2006-07, when they would reach the age of
18.

The 2004 reform also lowered the starting age to 6, and was enforced from July 2005 (SY 2005-06) (Nebraska State Legislature, 2004,
Legislative Bill 868, §1(b)). That law states attendance is compulsory for people who reach age 6 before January of the current SY.
This means that the effective school year for enrollment is from January to December of the calendar year a SY begins. For example,
individuals born in 1999 reach age 6 in 2004 and would be required to start school in SY 2005-06. Individuals born between January and
June would reach age 7 during their first SY, whereas individuals born July to December would reach age 6 during their first SY. In our
reported start and leaving ages, we assume people are born before January to June. Therefore, our reported starting ages are generally
1 year after the compulsory starting age. An alternative representation for those born between July and December would be to maintain
the same schooling duration, but shift the starting and leaving age 1 year earlier.
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Comparison with Existing Analyses
There is one difference between the compulsory schooling ages in Nebraska identified through our research and those identified by other
authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports compulsory schooling ages of 7 years to 15 years from 1915-1917 with an increase in the leaving age to 16 in
1918. Our review of the legislation indicates that the law increasing the leaving age to 16 for all school districts in Nebraska occurred in
1919 (Nebraska State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 155, §2). However, Legislative Bill 868 of 1907 established the school leaving age of 16
for cities and metropolitan areas in 1907 (Nebraska State Legislature, 1907, Legislative Bill 868, §1). Based on the rules established in
the introduction of this document, we apply the 1907 legislative dates that affected cities and metropolitan areas.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

In 1899, Nebraska began to regulate child labor in the state,
establishing a full-time work permit age of 10. Since the passage
of the Fair Labor StandardsAct in 1938, the full-time employment
age in the state has been 16 and the vacation employment age
has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1899
Major changes since 1899: 1907, 1938

Nebraska’s first child labor law was passed in 1899 and established that people could begin working at age 10 if they had satisfactory
school attendance (Nebraska State Legislature, 1899, Chapter 108, §254(bb)). The full-time employment age increased to 14 in 1907
(Nebraska State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 66, §§1-4). That year, the state legislature also specified that an employment certificate was
conditional upon satisfactory attendance in the year prior to the child’s employment, the ability to read and write in English, and either
completion of the eight grade or night school attendance. From 1919 until 1967, individuals under age 18 needed to attend a part-time
continuation school for at least eight hours per week to work full-time. Minors with hardship work permits are still subject to these
requirements (Nebraska State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 267, §7; Nebraska State Legislature, 1967, Chapter 296, §§1-3). Since 1938 after
adopting the regulations of the Fair Labor Standards Act, young people in Nebraska can work full-time at age 16 and can work outside
of school hours beginning at age 14 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023).

For a complete list of amendments to Nebraska’s minimum literacy requirements andwork permit ages over time, see Table 73 and Table
74, respectively.

Table 73: Nebraska–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1899-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
August 1889 - February 1907 Satisfactory attendance record
March 1907 - September 1967 Satisfactory attendance record; ability to read and write in English; completion of the 8th

grade or attendance at night school
From October 1967 Satisfactory attendance record; ability to read and write in English; completion of the 6th

grade or attendance at night school
Source: NELeg1889; Nebraska State Legislature (1907, 1967)

Table 74: Nebraska–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1899-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
August 1889 - July 1901 10 . 10 .
August 1901 - July 1903 10 . 10 12
August 1903 - February 1907 10 . 10 14
March 1907 - September 1938 14 . 14 14
From October 1938 16 . 14 14
Source: NELeg1889; Nebraska State Legislature (1901, 1903, 1907), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 75.

Table 75: Nebraska–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Nebraska State Legislature (1899, 1901, 1903, 1907), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

In the early 1900s, the full-time work permit age in Nebraska was 14 (Nebraska State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 66, §1).

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were born
starting in October 1924.
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22. New Jersey

School Attendance

The state of New Jersey passed its first compulsory schooling
law in 1875, requiring individuals ages 8 to 14 to attend school.
In 1965, the state changed the compulsory schooling age to 6 to
16.

Key Dates
First law: 1875
Major changes since 1875: 1885, 1903, 1908, 1913, 1965

New Jersey’s first compulsory schooling policy was passed in 1875. This legislation required people between the ages of 8 and 14 to
attend school for a minimum of 12 weeks per school year (New Jersey State Legislature, 1875, Chapter 443, §1). An amendment in
1885 increased the schooling requirement to 20 weeks, and expanded compulsory schooling to cover ages 7 to 15 (New Jersey State
Legislature, 1885, Chapter 217, §1). In 1903, New Jersey began to require school attendance for the entire school year, and lowered the
school leaving age to 14 (New Jersey State Legislature, 1903, Article 15, §153 P59). The school leaving age was increased to 17 in 1908 and
lowered to 16 in 1913 (New Jersey State Legislature, 1908, Chapter 231, §1; New Jersey State Legislature, 1913, Chapter 221, Article 15,
§1). Although part-time schools were established as early as 1902, the state of New Jersey did not require enrollment in them until 1940
(New Jersey State Legislature, 1940, Chapter 153, §8(4)). In 1965, the compulsory school starting age was lowered to 6, thus requiring
school attendance for people between the ages of 6 and 16 (New Jersey State Legislature, 1965, Chapter 151, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 76.

Table 76: New Jersey–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - September 1958 8 16 9
October 1958 - Present 7 16 10
Source: New Jersey State Legislature (1908, 1913)

The compulsory schooling law required attendance for people aged 7 to 16 at the start of the 20th century (New Jersey State Legislature,
1908, Chapter 231, §1). To establish a consistent cross-country/state definition, we set the compulsory school starting age as the age
reached during a person’s first school year (SY). Applying this definition to New Jersey, we adjust the school starting age forward by one
year to reflect the age an individual would achieve during their first year of compulsory schooling.

The 1965 reform lowered the school starting age to 6 (New Jersey State Legislature, 1965, Chapter 151, §1). Chapter 151 of 1965 states
that the law became effective in July 1965. We assume that the law was first enforced in SY 1965-66 (New Jersey State Legislature, 1965,
Chapter 151, §5). In 1967, New Jersey formally specified an enrollment cutoff date of October 1 of the school year (New Jersey State
Legislature, 1967, Chapter 249, §§1-2). We apply this cutoff to the 1965 school year, assuming an effective school year for enrollment
fromOctober to September of the following year. The first cohort affected by the reformwas born between October 1958 and September
1959, who reached age 6 before the start of SY 1965-66. This cohort reached age 7, our reported starting age, during their first year of
compulsory schooling.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the compulsory schooling ages in New Jersey identified through our research and those identified by
other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports compulsory schooling ages of 7 years to 16 years for 1915 to 1939. This is consistent with our findings.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. This is consistent with our findings.
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Work Permits

New Jersey first regulated child labor for all industries in 1908,
when it established a full-timework permit age of 15. Since 1938,
New Jersey has followed FLSA, and has a full-time work permit
age of 16 and a vacation work permit age of 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1908
Major changes since 1908: 1913, 1914, 1938, 1940

New Jersey’s first child labor policy that affected all professions was passed in 1908; it enabled individuals aged 15 and older to receive
full-time work permits if they had completed grammar school (New Jersey State Legislature, 1908, Chapter 231, §1). The minimum age
for full-time work permits was lowered to 14 in an amendment passed in 1913 (New Jersey State Legislature, 1913, Chapter 221, Article
15, §1). The state also established a financial hardship work permit for people over the age of 10 in 1914 (New Jersey State Legislature,
1914, Chapter 223, §13). In 1938, New Jersey began to follow the regulations established by the Fair Labor Standards Act, with full-time
work permits available at age 16 and vacation work permits available at age 14 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). Legislation in 1940
changed theminimum literacy requirement, granting school districts the authority to evaluate students’ work permit eligibility based on
their own literacy criteria (New Jersey State Legislature, 1940, Chapter 153, §8(4)). The new child labor law did not provide an explicit
minimum age for financial hardship work permits.

For changes to New Jersey’s minimum literacy requirements over time, see Table 77. See Table 78 for changes to minimum work permit
ages in New Jersey.

Table 77: New Jersey–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1908-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
April 1908 - August 1940 Completion of grammar school
From September 1940 Satisfactory schooling record
Source: New Jersey State Legislature (1883, 1903, 1908, 1940)

Table 78: New Jersey–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1908-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
April 1908 - March 1913 15 . . .
April 1913 - September 1938 14 . 14 10
October 1938 - August 1940 16 . 14 10
From September 1940 16 . 14 .
Source: New Jersey State Legislature (1883, 1908, 1913, 1940), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 79.

Table 79: New Jersey–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1908-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16

Source: New Jersey State Legislature (1913), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

The state of New Jersey increased their full-time work permit age to 14 in 1913 (New Jersey State Legislature, 1913, Chapter 221, Article
15, §1). The first cohort affected was born prior to 1900.

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data 22. New Jersey — Return to Table of Contents 83



USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to start work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were
born starting in October 1924.
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23. New York

School Attendance

New York’s first compulsory school attendance law, passed in
1894, required individuals ages 8 to 16 to attend school. Since
1968, the state has required people ages 6 to 16 to attend school.

Key Dates
First law: 1894
Major changes since 1894: 1903, 1909, 1940, 1960, 1968, 1969

New York’s first compulsory schooling policy was established in 1894 and mandated school attendance for the full academic year for
people between the ages of 8 and 16 (New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission, 1894, Chapter 671, §3). However, individuals
were exempt from compulsory schooling requirements beginning at age 12 if they were lawfully employed. New York’s compulsory
schooling start age was lowered from 8 to 7 in 1909, and to 6 in 1968 (New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission, 1909, Chapter
409, §2; New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission, 1968, Chapter 100, §1). Currently, individuals between the ages of 6 and
16 years of age are required to attend full-time school.

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 80.

Table 80: New York–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
December 1900 - November 1901 9 16 8
December 1901 - November 1961 8 16 9
December 1961 - Present 7 16 10
Source: New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission (1894, 1897, 1928, 1940)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

The school year (SY) in New York lasts from September to July, and the effective school year for enrollment in New York begins December
1 (New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission, 1894, Chapter 671, §5; New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission,
2019, Chapter 703, §1). Since earlier compulsory schooling legislation does not specify an enrollment deadline, we operate under the
assumption that the December 1 date applies to previous policy when calculating birth cohorts.

The 1909 reform, effective May of that year and impacting SY 1909-10, lowered the school starting age to 7 (New York State Legislative
Bill Drafting Commission, 1909, Chapter 409, §2). Individuals born in December 1901 were the first cohort to attend school one year
earlier as this cohort would have reached age 7 before the start of SY 1909-10 and would have turned 8 during this school year.

The most recent compulsory schooling reform in New York, effective July 1968 and impacting SY 1968-69, lowered the starting age to 6
(New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission, 1968, Chapter 100, §1). Individuals born in December 1961 were the first cohort to
attend school one year earlier as this cohort would have reached age 6 before the start of SY 1968-69 and would have turned 7 during
this school year.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are several differences between the compulsory schooling ages in New York identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) reports that the decrease in the school leaving age from 8 to 7 occurred in 1921; however, our review of New York’s
legislation revealed that this change occurred in 1909. As a result, the first affected cohorts also differ. The first cohort impacted
by a 1921 reform would have been born in September 1913. Meanwhile, we calculated that the first cohort affected was born starting
in September 1901. This discrepancy is likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education for their data,
whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.
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Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

New York’s first child labor policy was passed in 1894 and
established a full-time employment age of 12. Since 1936, the
full-time employment age in New York has been 16, and the
vacation age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1894
Major changes since 1894: 1897, 1914, 1936

The state of New York incorporated work permit eligibility criteria into its very first compulsory schooling law. In 1894, minors over
the age of 12 could lawfully work instead of attending school provided they met certain criteria (New York State Legislative Bill Drafting
Commission, 1894, Chapter 671, §3). For minors from the ages of 14-16, a basic literacy test was required, and for minors from the ages
of 12-14, attendance for 80 consecutive school days was required for work permit eligibility. Unlike many other states, New York utilizes
literacy tests rather than schooling records to determine whether a minor is eligible for a work permit. In 1897, the state increased the
minimum age for full-time work permits to 14 (New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission, 1897, Chapter 415, Article VI, §70).
In 1928, New York placed further restrictions on work permits for minors under the age of 16. Minors seeking a work permit at the age
of 14 were required to complete up to the 8th grade of the standard curriculum, and minors over the age of 15 but under the age of 16
were required to complete up to the 6th grade (New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission, 1928, Chapter 646, §1). By 1936,
the state increased the full-time work permit age to 16, established a district-level literacy test, and began to require a schooling record
with full-time school attendance until the age of 16 for work permit eligibility (New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission, 1935,
Chapter 438, §4, 7, 10).

For changes in work permit literacy requirements and eligibility ages over time, see Table 81 and Table 82 respectively.

Table 81: New York–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1894-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
June 1894 - May 1897 80 days of school attendance in the current academic year
June 1897 - April 1903 Read and write English sentences
May 1903 - April 1909 130 days of school in the preceding year, basic arithmetic, and ability to read and write
May 1909 - February 1928 Read, spell, write, knowledge of grammar, arithmetic, geography
March 1928 - August 1936 Age 14: 8th grade

Age 15: 6th grade
From September 1936 District level literacy test
Source: New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission (1894, 1897, 1903, 1909, 1928, 1940)

Table 82: New York–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1894-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
June 1894 - April 1903 12 . . .
May 1903 - February 1928 14 . 12 .
March 1928 - August 1936 14 . 14 .
From September 1936 16 . 14 .
Source: New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission (1894, 1897, 1928, 1940)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 83.

Table 83: New York–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - August 1922 14
September 1922 - Present 16
Source: New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission (1897, 1935)

At the beginning of the 20th century, New York adopted part-time schooling provisions for individuals who were employed full-time.
Continuation school programs were first required in 1903 for boys who were lawfully employed and not attending full-time day school,
although these part-time schooling requirements were only enforced in first and second class cities (New York State Legislative Bill
Drafting Commission, 1903, Chapter 459, §3). Gender differences in part-time schooling requirements remained in effect from 1903 until
1928, when people under age 16 were required to attend part-time school if they were employed full-time (New York State Legislative Bill
Drafting Commission, 1928, Chapter 646, §1). The 1928 amendment also required unemployed people between the ages of 16 and 17 to
enroll in part-time school, although this requirement could be waived by local school boards of cities with less than 20,000 residents.
This policy of local authority continues to exist in New York’s education code; however, it is no longer dependent on city population. A
1940 amendment increased the part-time schooling age for unemployed individuals to 18, but this provision only remained in effect until
1960 (New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission, 1940, Chapter 740, §1; New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission,
1960, Chapter 886, §1).
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24. North Carolina

School Attendance

North Carolina first began to regulate child labor in 1907,
although the first statewide policywas adopted in 1913, requiring
people ages 8 to 12 to attend school. In 1991, the state began to
require school attendance for individuals ages 7 to 16.

Key Dates
First law: 1907
Major changes since 1907: 1913, 1919, 1923, 1945, 1991

North Carolina began to adopt compulsory schooling policies in 1907. Initially, counties could vote to require people ages 8 to 14 to
attend school for 4 months during the year (North Carolina State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 894, §1-2). The first statewide compulsory
schooling policy in North Carolina was passed in 1913, requiring people ages 8 to 12 to attend school for at least four months during
the academic year (North Carolina State Legislature, 1913, Chapter 173, §1). Exemptions were granted to individuals of any age if they
needed to work to support their families or if they lived more than 2.5 miles from the nearest school (North Carolina State Legislature,
1913, Chapter 173, §2). In 1915, the state legislature granted authority to local education authorities to extend the latest compulsory
schooling age to 13 or 14 at their discretion (North Carolina State Legislature, 1915, Chapter 236, §3). Shortly thereafter, in 1917, the
compulsory schooling age was changed to 8-14 for the entire state, and by 1919, individuals were required to attend school for the full
academic year (North Carolina State Legislature, 1917, Chapter 208, §1; North Carolina State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 100, §1). A 1923
amendment mandating that people ages 7 to 14 attend school (North Carolina State Legislature, 1923, Chapter 136, §347). In 1945 the
state legislature stipulated that the compulsory schooling requirement would change to ages 7-15 for the period of one year duringWorld
War II, and then to ages 7-16 for the school year beginning in 1946 in July 1946 (North Carolina State Legislature, 1945, Chapter 826, §1).
In 1954, after the Supreme Court Ruling in Brown v. Board of Education, North Carolina passed a law stating that students who were
opposed to integration and unable to attend a segregated school were exempt from compulsory schooling requirements; this measure
remained in place until 1975 (North Carolina State Legislature, 1956, Chapter 5, §1; North Carolina State Legislature, 1975, Chapter 678,
§2). As of 1991, the compulsory schooling age remains 7-16 for most students but is 5-16 for students whose parents voluntarily enroll
them in kindergarten (North Carolina State Legislature, 1991, Chapter 769, §2).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 84.

Table 84: North Carolina–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1905-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
Potentially as early as January 1900 –
February 1905

9 14 6

March 1905 - February 1906 9 12 4
March 1906 - February 1916 9 14 6
March 1916 - February 1932 8 14 7
March 1932 - Present 8 16 9
Source: North Carolina State Legislature (1913, 1917, 1923, 1945, 1991)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.
People born from Oct. 1939 to Oct. 1967 could have been exempted from school due to race-based legal exemptions.
Since 1991, individuals between the ages of 5 and 7 years old have been required to attend school only if they are voluntarily enrolled in kindergarten. Compulsory
attendance begins in the year in which people reach 8 years of age. For this reason, we record the starting age as 8 starting with the September 1931 cohort.

In the early 1900s, counties could vote to institute compulsory school attendance policies for children ages 8 to 14 (North Carolina State
Legislature, 1907, Chapter 894, §1-2).

North Carolina’s earliest statewide compulsory schooling law, effective for SY 1913-14, established that the “period of compulsory
attendance shall commence at the beginning of the compulsory period of the school term nearest to the eight birthday of such child
or children, and shall cover the compulsory period of four consecutive school years thereafter” (North Carolina State Legislature, 1913,
Chapter 173, §1). The law’s wording suggests that the enrollment deadline during this period was March 1, because it is six months from
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the beginning of the school year. We interpret the starting age as 9, since people would reach that age during their first year of school in
SY 1913-14. The first people affected by this policy statewide were those born in March 1905. Under this law, individuals were required
to attend school until they reached the age of 12.

The 1917 reform raised the leaving age to 14 years (North Carolina State Legislature, 1917, Chapter 208, §1). This policy change first
affected people born in September 1905, who would have been 12 years old at the time that the law went into effect. As a result of these
new provisions, these students now needed to remain in school an additional 2 years, until SY 1919-20.

The starting age was lowered to 7 for SY 1923-24 (North Carolina State Legislature, 1923, Chapter 136, Part XI, Article 34, §347). We adjust
the starting age to 8, since individuals would reach age 8 during their first year of schooling. Those students who were born beginning
in September 1915 were the first affected.

Under the 1945 reform, the leaving age became 15 for SY 1945-46, and then 16 for SY 1946-47 (North Carolina State Legislature, 1945,
Chapter 826, §1). These changes impacted the same birth cohort: those individuals born beginning in September 1931. At the time of
the law’s implementation, they were 14 years old, and therefore needed to stay in school an additional 2 years, until they reached age
16 in SY 1947-48.

In 1955, the enrollment deadline became October 1 (North Carolina State Legislature, 1955, Chapter 1372, Article 19, §2). A 1956 reform
permitted parents to opt their children out of compulsory education if the parent was opposed to racially integrated education and a
segregated alternative was not available (North Carolina State Legislature, 1956, Chapter 5, §1). This policy was revoked by a 1975 reform
(North Carolina State Legislature, 1975, Chapter 678, §2). We expect this policy to have potentially affected children who were still in
school during SY 1955-56 and continued to potentially affect the school attendance of individuals who, except for these policies being
required, would have been required to start schooling before SY 1975-76. The first cohort possibly affected by the 1956 reform would
have been 15 years old in SY 1955-56, who were born starting in October 1939. The 1975 reform could have first impacted people who
turned 8 years old in SY 1975-76, who were born beginning in October 1967.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
The differences between our compulsory schooling data and the data from Lleras-Muney (2002) are limited.

We identified 1917 as the year inwhich the leaving age increased to 14,making the first affected cohort those born beginning in September
1905, whereas Lleras-Muney (2002) had 1919, making the first affected cohort those born beginning in September 1906. Similarly, we
named 1923 as the year in which the school starting age was lowered to 7, so individuals born in September 1915 would have been the
first impacted; meanwhile, Lleras-Muney records 1924 as the reform year, making students born in September 1916 the first affected by
the policy change. These discrepancies are likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education for their data,
whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. These school leaving ages are consistent with our interpretation of the law.
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Work Permits

North Carolina’s first statewide child labor law in 1919
established a full-time work permit age of 14. Since 1927, the
full-time employment age in North Carolina has been 16, and
the vacation age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1919
Major changes since 1919: 1927

In 1913, North Carolina initially banned individuals under the age of 12 from working in a factory or manufacturing establishment (North
Carolina State Legislature, 1913, Chapter 173, §1). Shortly thereafter, in 1919, the state determined that theminimum age for employment
in most professions was 14 years (North Carolina State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 100, §5). The full-time work permit age was later
changed to 16 in 1927, and a vacation permit age of 14 was established in 1937 (North Carolina State Legislature, 1927, Chapter 251, §1;
North Carolina State Legislature, 1937, Chapter 317, §1). The 1937 law also stipulated that receipt of a full-time or vacation work permit
was contingent upon a satisfactory schooling record, as determined by the school’s principal (North Carolina State Legislature, 1937,
Chapter 251, §13). These requirements remain in place in 2023.

See Table 85 and Table 86 for a complete list of changes to literacy requirements and work permit ages in North Carolina.

Table 85: North Carolina–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1937-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
From July 1937 Satisfactory school record
Source: North Carolina State Legislature (1937)

Table 86: North Carolina–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1913-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1919 - February 1927 14 . . .
March 1927 - June 1937 16 . . .
From July 1937 16 . 14 .
Source: North Carolina State Legislature (1919, 1927, 1937)

Effective Work Permit Policy by Cohort
Effective Work Permit Policy by Cohort Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and
dates in Table 87.

Table 87: North Carolina–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1905-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
July 1905 - February 1913 14
March 1913 - Present 16
Source: North Carolina State Legislature (1919, 1927)

North Carolina’s 1919 child labor policy went into effect in July 1919 and established a full-time employment age of 14 (North Carolina
State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 100, §1). This law first affected individuals born beginning in July 1905.

The full-time employment age increased to 16 in March 1927 (North Carolina State Legislature, 1927, Chapter 251, §1). This reform first
affected people born starting in March 1913. These individuals would have been 14 years old in 1927, and would have now needed to wait
an additional 2 years before they could leave school to work.
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25. Ohio

School Attendance

The state of Ohio passed its first compulsory schooling law in
1877, requiring people ages 8 to 14 to attend school. Since 1921,
the state has required individuals ages 6 to 18 to attend school.

Key Dates
First law: 1877
Major changes since 1877: 1890, 1900, 1913, 1921, 1943

Under Ohio’s initial compulsory school attendance policy, people aged 8 to 14 were required to attend school for a minimum of 12 weeks,
6 of these weeks being consecutive (Ohio 62nd General Assembly, 1877, §1). In 1889, this requirement was raised to 20 weeks for cities
and 16 weeks for villages and townships, with 10 and 8 weeks of consecutive attendance required, respectively (Ohio 68th General
Assembly, 1889, House Bill No. 831, §1). By 1890, the law extended to cover all individuals up to the age of 16, making attendance
mandatory for the entire academic year (Ohio 69th General Assembly, 1890, House Bill No. 310, §1). In 1913, significant gender-specific
changes were made to the compulsory schooling policy, including a reduction in the school leaving age for males to age 15, and the
establishment of different literacy requirements between males and females to obtain work permits (Ohio 80th General Assembly, 1913,
Senate Bill No. 18, Chapter 3, §7763). A 1921 amendment ended the gender differences in compulsory schooling requirements and
mandated school attendance for all individuals between the ages of 6 and 18 (Ohio 84th General Assembly, 1921, House Bill No. 111, §1).
Under this amendment, villages and rural townships were authorized to increase their school start age to 7. The 1921 amendment also
required part-time school attendance for all employed individuals within the compulsory schooling ages. Although it was previously
implied, an amendment to Ohio’s compulsory school attendance policy in 1943 explicitly exempts people who have completed the 12th
grade from compulsory school attendance (Ohio General Assembly, 1943, House Bill No. 350, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 88.

Table 88: Ohio–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - September 1905
(for girls)

9 16 8

January 1900 - September 1906
(for boys)

9 15 7

October 1905 - September 1915
(for girls)

9 18 10

October 1906 - September 1915
(for boys)

9 18 10

October 1915 - Present 7 18 12
Source: Ohio 80th General Assembly (1913), Ohio 84th General Assembly (1921)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

The current effective school year for enrollment in Ohio begins October 1 (although since 2001, local education authorities may establish
an earlier deadline of August 1) (Ohio General Assembly, 2001, House Bill No. 94, §1). We impute this change as having been in place
since approximately 1913, since that is the year in which the previous enrollment deadline, September 1, is no longer mentioned in the
legislation (Ohio 80th General Assembly, 1913, Senate Bill No. 18, Chapter 3, §7763).

The compulsory schooling ages were 9 to 15 for boys, and 7 to 16 for girls in the early 20th century (Ohio 80th General Assembly, 1913,
Senate Bill No. 18, Chapter 3, §7763). We adjust the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during the first year of
compulsory schooling.

The 1921 law, effective for school year (SY) 1921-1922, established a starting age of 6, which we interpret as a starting age such that
students reached age 7 during their first year of schooling (Ohio 84th General Assembly, 1921, House Bill No. 111, §1). The reform also
raised the leaving age to 18. The people first affected by this policy would have been girls born in October 1905. At the time of the
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1921 law’s passage, these girls were in their eighth year of schooling, and now needed to continue in school for 2 more years, until 1923.
For boys, those born in October 1906 would have been the first impacted by the new policy. In 1921, they were in their seventh year of
schooling, and now were required to stay in school for 3 additional years, until 1923. The next cohort affected by this policy would have
been everyone born in October 1915. These individuals would have been the first group to reach age 7 during SY 1921-22 and be required
to attend school until age 18.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limiteddifferences between the compulsory schooling ages inOhio identified throughour research and those identifiedbyother
authors. Lleras-Muney (2002) records 1924 as the year in which the leaving age increased to 18, which means that the first affected birth
cohort according to this data would have been born in 1908 and turned 16 in 1924. Lleras-Muney (2002) also does not account for the
gender difference in compulsory schooling ages that was adopted in 1913. These discrepancies are likely because Lleras-Muney (2002)
relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 18 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. These school leaving ages are consistent with our interpretation of Ohio law.
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Work Permits

Ohio’s first child labor policy, passed in 1890, set a full-time
employment age of 14. Since 1921, Ohio has had a full-time work
permit age of 16, and a vacation and hardship permit age of 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1890
Major changes since 1890: 1902, 1904, 1914, 1921

Ohio’s first compulsory schooling policy in 1877 enabled individuals to work upon completion of their 12 weeks of compulsory school
attendance (Ohio 62nd General Assembly, 1877, §1). Under this policy, a satisfactory schooling record was required for work permit
eligibility. However, early iterations of this policy did not specify a minimum age for lawful employment. In 1890, shortly after the
school leaving age was raised to 16, the minimum age for lawful employment during school hours was set at 14 (Ohio 69th General
Assembly, 1890, House Bill No. 310, §1). An amendment passed in 1900 (effective January 1, 1902), banned the employment of people
under 13 in any capacity, and increased the full-time work permit age to 15 for boys and 16 for girls (Ohio General Assembly, 1900, Title
III, Chapter 9, §6986-7). These employment permits still required a satisfactory schooling record and included a minimum attendance
requirement of 24 weeks. The literacy requirement was amended in 1910, and stipulated that an individual must satisfactorily complete
the 5th grade of the standard curriculum before obtaining a work permit (Ohio 78th General Assembly, 1910, House Bill No. 452, §1). In
1913, when compulsory attendance requirements were differentiated based on gender, the minimum literacy requirement became 6th
grade for boys and 7th grade for girls under the age of 21 (Ohio 80th General Assembly, 1913, Senate Bill No. 18, Chapter 3, §7766). This
amendment also banned the employment of girls under the age of 18 (Ohio 80th General Assembly, 1913, Senate Bill No. 18, Chapter
3, §7765). A ruling by the attorney general identified this as a typographical error; however, it was not corrected until the publication
of the Compiled Statutes of Ohio in 1915. Gender differences in work permit eligibility criteria and ages were ended in 1921, when the
minimum full-time employment age became 16, with a 7th grade literacy requirement (Ohio 84th General Assembly, 1921, House Bill No.
111, §1). Ohio currently allows people over the age of 14 to work part-time when school is in session and during school vacations.

For changes in work permit eligibility ages and literacy requirements over time, see Table 89 and Table 90 respectively.

Table 89: Ohio–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1877-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
September 1877 - December 1889 12 weeks of school attendance in the current academic year
January 1890 - December 1903 20 weeks of school attendance in the current academic year
January 1904 - April 1910 24 weeks of school attendance in the current academic year
May 1910 - July 1913 Grade 5 literacy test
August 1913 - June 1921 Grade 6 literacy test for boys

Grade 7 literacy test for girls
From July 1921 Grade 7 literacy test
Source: Ohio 62nd General Assembly (1877), Ohio 69th General Assembly (1890), Ohio 76th General Assembly (1904), Ohio 78th General Assembly (1910), Ohio 80th
General Assembly (1913), Ohio 84th General Assembly (1921)

Table 90: Ohio–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1890-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
September 1890 - December 1901 14 . . .
January 1902 - March 1904 15 for boys

16 for girls
. 13 13

April 1904 - June 1921 15 for boys
16 for girls

. 14 14

From July 1921 16 . 14 14
Source: Ohio 69th General Assembly (1890), Ohio 76th General Assembly (1904), Ohio 84th General Assembly (1921), Ohio General Assembly (1900)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 91.

Table 91: Ohio–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - June 1906 15 for boys

16 for girls
July 1906 - Present 16
Source: Ohio 76th General Assembly (1904), Ohio 84th General Assembly (1921), Ohio General Assembly (1900)

In the early 1900s, the full-time employment age was 15 for boys and 16 for girls (Ohio General Assembly, 1900, Title III, Chapter 9,
§6986-7).

The 1921 child labor policy went into effect in July of that year and established a full-time permit age of 16, which remains in the present
(Ohio 84th General Assembly, 1921, House Bill No. 111, §1). Boys who were 15 years old in July 1921 would have been the first impacted
by this change; previously, they would have been able to work at age 15, but as a result of this reform, they needed to remain in school
for 1 additional year before they could work full-time. Girls were unaffected by this reform.
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26. Oklahoma

School Attendance

Oklahoma began mandating school attendance for individuals
ages 8 to 16 in 1908. Since 1994, people ages 5 to 18 have been
required to attend school.

Key Dates
First law: 1908
Major changes since 1908: 1919, 1936, 1961, 1991

Oklahoma’s first compulsory schooling policy, passed in 1908, required that people between the ages of 8 and 16 attend school for the
full academic year, the length of which varied depending on location (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 34, §1). Individuals
were exempt if they had received a level of instruction equivalent to what they would have received at the public school for three to
six months. In 1919, the school leaving age was raised to 18, and students needed to attend for at least 66.67% of the school term
(Oklahoma State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 59, §1). By 1936, the school starting age had lowered to 7, and students again needed to be
in school for the full academic year (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1936, Chapter 34, Article 11, §1). It was not until school year (SY) 1991-92
that Oklahoma’s compulsory schooling ages changed again, with the starting age being lowered to 5 (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1989,
Chapter 2, §14). Several years later, in 1994, the Oklahoma state legislature determined that while people ages 5 to 18 were required to
attend school, individuals aged 5 could be excused from beginning kindergarten until age 6, and these measures remain in place today
(Oklahoma State Legislature, 1994, Chapter 220, §2).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 92.

Table 92: Oklahoma–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1903 9 16 8
September 1903 - August 1928 9 18 10
September 1928 - August 1985 8 18 11
September 1985 - Present 6 18 13
Source: Oklahoma State Legislature (1907, 1919, 1936, 1991)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

The effective school year for enrollment in Oklahoma was not formalized until 1989, when the state legislature specified that the
enrollment deadline was September 1 (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1989, Chapter 2, §2). Since earlier compulsory schooling legislation
does not specify an enrollment deadline, we operate under the assumption that the September 1 date applies to previous policy when
calculating birth cohorts.

In the early 1900s, the compulsory schooling ages were defined as 8 to 16 (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1907, Chapter 34, §1). We adjust
the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during the first year of compulsory schooling.

The 1919 reform raised the leaving age from 16 to 18 for the 1919-20 SY (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 59, §1). Individuals
born in September 1903 were the first cohort impacted, since they would have turned 16 years old in 1919, and would therefore have
been required to attend for an additional 2 years.

The 1936 reform, effective from SY 1936-37, lowered the school starting age to 7 (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1936, Chapter 34, §1).
We interpret this policy as first affecting people born from September 1928, who would have been age 7 at the start of SY 1936-37 and
reached 8 years of age during the SY.

The 1989 reform, effective for SY 1991-92, lowered the school starting age to 5 (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1989, Chapter 2, §14). We
interpret this policy as first affecting people born from September 1985, whowould have been age 5 at the start of SY 1991-92 and reached
6 years of age during the SY.
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Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Oklahoma identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) documented that Oklahoma’s school leaving age became 18 in 1921. The first affected birth cohort for this reform
would have been born in September 1905. We find this reform was implemented in 1919, affecting people born from September 1903.
Additionally, Lleras-Muney identifies 1937 rather than 1936 as the year that the starting age became 7 years, and therefore, her first
affected birth cohort would have been born in September 1929, while we calculated September 1928. The first difference in calculations
is likely attributable to the use of the Biennial Surveys of Education by Lleras-Muney, while we looked directly at the relevant legislation.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 18 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. Based on our calculations above, the school leaving ages calculated in our data are consistent with those reported
by Angrist and Krueger.
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Work Permits

Oklahoma began regulating child labor in 1909 when the state
legislature established a minimum employment age of 14. Since
1919, the full-time work permit age in the state has been 16, and
the vacation work permit age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1909
Major changes since 1909: 1919

One year after Oklahoma began to mandate school attendance the state legislature started to regulate child labor. In 1909, Oklahoma
established a full-time work permit age of 14 and stipulated that individuals needed to be able to either read and write in English or
to have satisfactory attendance in the previous school year to be employed (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1909, Chapter 39, Article I,
§1, 5). In 1919, the full-time employment age was increased to 16, and the minimum literacy requirements were changed to require
the completion of the eighth grade to work during school hours (Oklahoma State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 59, §1). Beginning in 1961,
individuals aged 16 andolder are only allowed tobe employed if they have completed the equivalent of four years of high school education
(Oklahoma State Legislature, 1961, Title 70, Chapter Ah, §1).

See Table 93 and Table 94 for a record of the changes to Oklahoma’s minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages since 1909.

Table 93: Oklahoma–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1909-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
June 1909 - July 1919 Ability to read and write in English or satisfactory attendance in the previous school year
August 1919 - June 1961 Completion of grade 8
From July 1961 Completion of grade 12
Source: Oklahoma State Legislature (1909, 1919, 1961)

Table 94: Oklahoma–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1909-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
June 1909 - July 1919 14 . 14 .
From August 1919 16 . 14 .
Source: Oklahoma State Legislature (1909, 1919)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 95.

Table 95: Oklahoma–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - July 1905 14
August 1905 - Present 16
Source: Oklahoma State Legislature (1909, 1919)

Oklahoma’s first child labor policy went into effect June 1909 and established a full-time employment age of 14 (Oklahoma State
Legislature, 1909, Chapter 39, Article I, §1, 5). This policy first impacted those born June 1895.

The 1919 child labor policy became effective in August of that year and established a full-time permit age of 16 (Oklahoma State
Legislature, 1919, Chapter 59, §1). Individuals born beginning in August 1905 were the first impacted by this reform. These individuals
would have reached age 14 in 1919, and would have now needed to wait an additional 2 years before they could leave school to start
work.
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27. Pennsylvania

School Attendance

The state of Pennsylvania’s first compulsory schooling law
required people between the ages of 8 and 13 to attend school
in 1895. Since 2019, Pennsylvania has required that individuals
between the ages of 6 and 18 attend school.

Key Dates
First law: 1895
Major changes since 1895: 1905, 1915, 1927, 1937, 1943, 2019

Under Pennsylvania’s first compulsory school attendance policy, individuals between the ages of 8 and 13 were required to attend school
for at least 16 weeks (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 1895, Act 53, §1). By 1897, the law covered all people up to the age of 16
and by 1901 attendance was required for the entire academic year (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 1897, Act 199, §1). Although
early policies included an exemption for people residing more than 2 miles from the nearest school, a 1925 amendment required that
these students be provided transportation by the district or that they be relocated to a different district (Pennsylvania State General
Assembly, 1925, Act 340, §1). A 1937 amendment to the compulsory schooling age legislation increased the school leaving age to 17
for school year (SY) 1938-39 and to 18 for SY 1939-40 (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 1937, Article 14, §1414). From SY 2020-21,
students who are 6 years of age by September 1 must attend school full-time until they reach age 18 or obtain a high school diploma or
equivalent (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 2019, Act 16, §20).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 96.

Table 96: Pennsylvania–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1921 9 16 8
September 1921 - August 2013 9 18 9
September 2013 - Present 7 18 10
Source: Pennsylvania State General Assembly (1895, 1897, 1937, 2019)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

According to the Pennsylvania Department of Education, the state’s current effective school year for enrollment begins September 1
(Pennsylvania Department of Education, 2020). Since earlier compulsory schooling legislation does not specify an enrollment deadline,
we operate under the assumption that the September 1 date applies to previous policy when calculating birth cohorts.

In the early 20th century, the compulsory schooling ages were defined as 8 to 16 (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 1897, Act 199,
§1). We adjust the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age reached during the first year of compulsory schooling.

The 1937 policy first increased the leaving age to 17 for SY 1938-39, and then raised the leaving age to 18 for SY1939-40 (Pennsylvania
State General Assembly, 1937, Article 14, §1414). Students who were born in September 1921 were the first to be impacted by both of
these changes.

In 2019, Pennsylvania lowered its starting age to 6, which we interpret as age 7, since individuals would turn 7 during their first year
of schooling (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 2019, Act 16, §20). This change went into effect for SY 2020-21, and therefore first
impacted people born in September 2013.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the reform dates in Pennsylvania that we identified in our research and those that Lleras-Muney (2002)
identified.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 17 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. We identify a school leaving age of 18 in 1960, 1970, and 1980.
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Work Permits

Pennsylvania’s earliest child labor law in 1897 set a full-time
employment age of 13. Since 1961, the full-time work permit age
has been 16 and the part-time and vacation work permit ages
have been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1897
Major changes since 1897: 1905, 1938, 1961

The compulsory schooling law was amended in 1897 to allow individuals with work permits to be exempt from school attendance
beginning at age 13 (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 1897, Act 26, §2, 3). A 1905 amendment to the child labor law prevented
the employment of individuals under the age of 14 and also included a literacy test requirement for work permit eligibility (Pennsylvania
State General Assembly, 1905, Act 226, §2, 6). By 1915, work permits were only granted to individuals who had completed at least the
6th grade (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 1915, Act 177, §13). Shortly thereafter, the ability to work full-time in Pennsylvania also
became contingent upon attendance at continuation schools (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 1927, Act 286, §3). Effective for SY
1938-39, the full-time work permit age increased to 16 (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 1937, Article 14, §1416).

See Table 97 and Table 98 for a complete list of work permit literacy requirements and eligibility agesover time.

Table 97: Pennsylvania–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1898-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
January 1898 - April 1905 School attendance for 16 weeks in preceding year; ability to read and write in English
May 1905 - December 1915 Ability to read and write in English
From January 1916 Completion of grade 6
Source: Pennsylvania State General Assembly (1897, 1905, 1915)

Table 98: Pennsylvania–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1897-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
April 1897 - April 1905 13 . 13 .
May 1905 - August 1938 14 . 14 .
September 1938 - June 1961 16 . 14 .
From July 1961 16 14 14 .
Source: Pennsylvania State General Assembly (1897, 1905, 1937, 1961)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 99.

Table 99: Pennsylvania–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - August 1924 14
September 1924 - Present 16
Source: Pennsylvania State General Assembly (1905, 1937)

The full-time employment age in Pennsylvania was 14 at the beginning of the 20th century (Pennsylvania State General Assembly, 1905,
Act 226, §2).

The 1937 policy went into effect in September of SY 1938-39 and raised the full-time work permit age from 14 to 16 (Pennsylvania State
General Assembly, 1937, §1414). Individuals born in September 1924 would have been the first impacted by this policy, who needed to
wait an additional 2 years to be able to start work full-time.
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28. South Carolina

School Attendance

In 1915, South Carolina began requiring school attendance for
people between the ages of 8 and 16. As of 1984, all students
ages 5 to 16 have been required to attend school.

Key Dates
First law: 1915
Major changes since 1915: 1937, 1955, 1974, 1979, 1984

The South Carolina state legislature began requiring school attendance in 1915 for people ages 8 to 14 for the full school year in most
cases, and for 4 months for agricultural districts (Legislature of South Carolina, 1915, No. 98, §1). Individuals who were ages 14 to 16 and
either not regularly employed or who could not read or write in English were also required to attend (Legislature of South Carolina, 1915,
No. 98, §4). People were exempt from compulsory schooling requirements if the nearest school was over 2.5 miles from their home, or if
they needed to work to support their family (Legislature of South Carolina, 1915, No. 98, §2). Shortly thereafter, in 1919, the leaving age
was decreased to 14, and the time required to be in school was lowered to 4 consecutive months for all districts (Legislature of South
Carolina, 1919, No. 135, §1). Also in 1919, individuals were exempt from compulsory schooling requirements at age 12 if they needed to
work to support their families (Legislature of South Carolina, 1919, No. 135, §12). Beginning in 1937, individuals were required to be in
school from the ages of 7 to 16 for the full school year (Legislature of South Carolina, 1937, No. 344, §5).

In response to Brown v. Board of Education, from 1955 until 1974 there were no compulsory attendance policies in place in South Carolina
(Legislature of South Carolina, 1955, No. 52, §6; Legislature of South Carolina, 1967, No. 131, §9). Visiting teachers could only attempt
to persuade students to regularly attend school, but could not require them to do so. In 1974, the statewide compulsory schooling ages
of 7 to 16 were reinstated, and individuals were able to leave school to support their families beginning at age 14 (Legislature of South
Carolina, 1967, No. 131, §3, 9). Several years later, in 1979, the state legislature lowered the school starting age to 6, and in 1984 it
became 5 (Legislature of South Carolina, 1979, No. 199, Part II, §25). Since SY 1996-97, South Carolina residents have been required to
attend school from ages 5 to 17 (Legislature of South Carolina, 1993, No. 164, §29(C)).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 100 .

Table 100: South Carolina–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1907-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
March 1907 - September 1929 9 14 6
October 1929 - February 1940 8 16 9
March 1940 - February 1941 8 15 8
March 1941 - February 1942 8 14 7
March 1942 - February 1943 8 13 6
March 1943 - February 1944 8 12 5
March 1944 - February 1945 8 11 4
March 1945 - February 1946 8 10 3
March 1946 - February 1947 8 9 2
March 1947 - August 1966 No Policy No Policy No Policy
September 1966 - August 1972
(potentially as early as September 1959)

8 16 9

September 1972 - August 1978 7 16 10
September 1978 - August 1980 6 16 11
September 1980 - Present 6 17 12
Source: Legislature of South Carolina (1915, 1937, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1984)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.
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The 1915 law established that the “period of compulsory attendance shall commence at the beginning of the school term nearest to
the eighth birthday of such child, and shall cover the compulsory period of six consecutive school years thereafter’’ in South Carolina
(Legislature of South Carolina, 1915, No. 98, §1). This language suggests that the enrollment deadline during this period was March 1,
since this date is six months from the beginning of the school year. We interpret the starting age as 9, since individuals would reach that
age during their first year in school. Individuals ages 14 to 16 who were not employed were also required to attend school, effectively
making the leaving age 16 (Legislature of South Carolina, 1915, No. 98, §4). The law was effective for school year (SY) 1915-16, and would
have first affected people born in March 1907. The 1919 law removed the requirement for unemployed individuals aged 14 to 16 to also
attend school, thereby making the leaving age 14 (Legislature of South Carolina, 1919, §1). The oldest cohort affected by the 1919 policy
is also from March 1907. These individuals would have been the first in South Carolina required to begin school in the year that they
turned 9 and to finish school when they turned 14 years old. They would not have been required to attend school until age 16, as the
1915 law originally specified.

The 1937 reform stipulated that the school enrollment period ended 30 days after the start of the school year. We assume that the
school year begins September 1, and that the effective school year for enrollment therefore began October 1 during this period. The
1937 policy introduced a lower starting age of 7, which means students would reach age 8 during their first year of school (Legislature of
South Carolina, 1937, No. 344, §5). The oldest cohort affected by the policy would have been people born in October 1929, who would
have started in SY 1937-38, the year that they reached age 8.

The suspension of South Carolina’s compulsory schooling laws was effective immediately upon the law’s passage in March 1955
(Legislature of South Carolina, 1955, No. 52, §2, 6). The law had a staggered effect on compulsory schooling ages. The first cohort
affected was born starting in March 1940. They were 15 years old when the law was passed, and therefore were able to be done with
school 1 year earlier than they would have under the 1937 policy. For each birth year afterwards, the leaving age and duration decreased
by one year; for example, students born in March 1941 only needed to attend school until they reached age 14 in the spring of 1955, while
students born in March 1942 only needed to attend until they reached age 13. The earliest leaving age resulting from the suspension of
compulsory schooling laws would have been age 10 for those students born in March 1946. Individuals born between March 1947 and
August 1966 would not have been required to attend school at all.

The 1967 law reintroduced compulsory schooling requirements in South Carolina, with a starting age of 7 (which we interpret as 8) and
a leaving age of 16 (Legislature of South Carolina, 1967, No. 131, §9). The act required compulsory schooling to be implemented in each
school district no later than July 1, 1974, and noted that districts were able to choose a different effective date for the act’s provisions
if necessary. The ability for districts to choose when to adopt this policy means that changes may have been observed beginning in SY
1967-1968, and therefore the reform could have affected people born as early as September 1959. The last cohort affected by the law’s
gradual implementation reached age 8 in SY 1974-1975. This cohort was born as early as September 1966.

The 1979 reform set an effective enrollment date of September 1, which remains in place today. The policy also lowered the starting
age to 6, thereby increasing duration from 9 to 10 years (Legislature of South Carolina, 1979, No. 199, Part II, Division II, Subdivision A,
Subpart 3, §2(C)). The law would have first impacted students turning 7 years old in 1979, which were those individuals who were born
beginning in September 1972.

South Carolina’s 1984 compulsory schooling policy changed the starting age to 5 (Legislature of South Carolina, 1979, No. 199, Part II,
§25). Those first affected were born in September 1978, since they would have reached age 6 during SY 1984-1985.

The 1993 reform raised the leaving age to 17, increasing duration from 11 to 12 years (Legislature of South Carolina, 1967, No. 131, §29(C)).
The changes were effective starting in SY 1996-97. Individuals who were born between September 1980 and August 1981 and who turned
16 years old in SY 1996-97 were the first affected. This cohort would need to stay in school for 1 additional year.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are several differences between the compulsory schooling ages in South Carolina identified through our research and those
identified by other authors.

First, Lleras-Muney (2002) identifies 1916 rather than 1915 as the year of South Carolina’s first compulsory schooling policy. Second, the
author reports 1921 as the year in which the leaving age decreased from 16 to 14 in South Carolina, while we find this reform occurred in
1919. This discrepancy leads to a difference in birth cohort calculations. Our dating of reforms leads us to conclude that individuals born
from September 1906 were impacted by both the introduction of compulsory education and the reduction in school leaving age from 16
to 14. The alternative reform date leads Lleras-Muney to identify different cohorts: cohorts born September 1906 - August 1907 would
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have been able to leave school at age 15, while cohorts born from September 1907 were able to leave school at age 14. Additionally,
Lleras-Muney identifies 1939 as the year in which the starting age becomes 7, while we find the reform was enacted in 1937 and effective
from SY 1937-38. Under this definition, the first affected cohort would be two years later (September 1931 rather than September 1929).
These differences may be attributable to different references: Lleras-Muney used the Biennial Survey of Education, and we use state
legislation.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report that there was no compulsory schooling policy in place in 1960, and noted that the school leaving age
was 16 in 1970 and 1980. We find that there was no policy in place in 1960 and 1970, and agree that the leaving age was 16 in 1980.
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Work Permits

South Carolina first established a full-time work permit age of 14
in 1915. Since 1974, the full-time employment age has been 16,
and the vacation and hardship employment ages have been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1915
Major changes since 1915: 1919, 1974

South Carolina’s first child labor law in 1903 only applied to factories, mines, and textile manufacturing, and established a minimum
employment age of 10 in these industries (Legislature of South Carolina, 1903, No. 74, §1). Later, in 1915, a full-time employment age of
14 was enacted for all industries, and the state legislature specified that people needed to be able to read and write in English to work
(Legislature of South Carolina, 1915, No. 98, §4). These provisions remained in place until the federal Fair Labor Standards Act required
that all states adopt, at minimum, a full-time employment age of 16 and a vacation employment age of 14 (U.S. Department of Labor,
2023).

Table 101 and Table 102 note South Carolina’s changes to minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages since 1915.

Table 101: South Carolina–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1915-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
July 1915 - September 1938 Ability to read and write in English
From October 1938 .
Source: Legislature of South Carolina (1915), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Table 102: South Carolina–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1915-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1915 - February 1919 14 . 14 .
March 1919 - June 1937 14 . 14 12
July 1937 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
October 1938 - June 1974 16 . 14 .
From July 1974 16 . 14 14
Source: Legislature of South Carolina (1915, 1919, 1937, 1967), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 103.

Table 103: South Carolina–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1901-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
July 1901 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Legislature of South Carolina (1915), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

The work permit age increased from 14 to 16 starting in October 1938 with the passage of the Fair Labor Standards Act (U.S. Department
of Labor, 2023). People who were 14 years old in October 1938, who were born in October 1924, would have been the first cohort affected
by this policy change. Unlike older cohorts who were able to leave school at age 14 to start work full-time, the 1924 birth cohort needed
to wait 2 additional years to do so.
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29. Tennessee

School Attendance

Tennessee’s first statewide compulsory schooling law in 1913
required individuals ages 8 to 14 to attend school. Since
1997, Tennessee’s compulsory schooling law requires school
attendance for people between the ages of 6 and 17.

Key Dates
First law: 1905
Major changes since 1905: 1913, 1919, 1947, 1949, 1976, 1992,
1997

Tennessee’s first compulsory attendance law was passed in 1905, but it only mandated attendance for individuals aged 8 to 14 in Union
and Claiborne Counties (Tennessee State Legislature, 1905, Chapter 483, §1). By 1913, the legislature required school attendance for
individuals ages 8 to 14 across the state, and required that they be in school for 80 consecutive days (Tennessee State Legislature,
1913, Chapter 9, §1). The law further specified that if people ages 14 to 16 were not regularly employed, then they were still required
to attend school, effectively making the leaving age 16 (Tennessee State Legislature, 1913, §Chapter 9, §1). Exemptions were granted if
the child lived over 2 miles away from the nearest school or if they had completed the eighth grade (Tennessee State Legislature, 1913,
Chapter 9, §2). In 1919, the law changed to require attendance for people ages 7 to 16, and mandated that they attend school for the
full academic year (Tennessee State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 143, §1). A 1947 amendment granted exemptions to individuals who lived
3 miles away from the nearest school or who had graduated (Tennessee State Legislature, 1947, Chapter 87, §3). In response to Brown
v. Board of Education, the Tennessee state legislature passed a bill modifying compulsory attendance laws in 1957, allowing parents
to withdraw their children from school if they felt that their wellbeing was at risk; however, then-Governor Frank Clement vetoed the
measure (Southern Education Reporting Service, 1957). More recently, a 1992 law increased the leaving age to 17, and a 1997 policy
lowered the school starting age to 6 (Tennessee State Legislature, 1992, Chapter 535, §78; Tennessee State Legislature, 1997, Chapter
392, §2).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 104.

Table 104: Tennessee–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1905-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1905 - December 1911 9 16 8
January 1912 - September 1976 8 16 9
October 1976 - September 1990 8 17 10
October 1990 - Present 7 17 11
Source: Tennessee State Legislature (1913, 1919, 1992, 1997)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

In 1947, the state legislature specified that students needed to be enrolled “on or before December 31st” (Tennessee State Legislature,
1947, Chapter 87, §1). Since earlier compulsory schooling legislation does not specify an enrollment deadline, we operate under the
assumption that the December 31 date applies to previous policy when calculating birth cohorts.

The 1913 reform established a starting age of 8 and an effective leaving age of 16 (Tennessee State Legislature, 1913, Chapter 9, §1). This
reform was first applicable for SY 1914-15. Since students would turn 9 years old during their first year in school, we set the starting age
as 9. The first group of individuals impacted by this policy would have been born during 1905.

The 1919 policy lowered the starting age by one year (Tennessee State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 143, §1). Individuals who turned 8 years
old during SY 1919-1920, who were born in January 1912, would have been the first affected by this change.

Starting in 1968, the effective school year for enrollment began on September 30 (Tennessee State Legislature, 1965, Chapter 303, §1).
In 1992, the Tennessee state legislature raised the leaving age to 17, thereby increasing the duration from 9 to 10 years (Tennessee State
Legislature, 1992, Chapter 535, §78). This reform first affected people who were born starting in October 1976 and who turned 16 years
old during SY 1992-93. This cohort was now required to complete an additional year of schooling.
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The 1997 reform again lowered the starting age by one year – if an individual reached age 6 by September 30, they needed to enroll in
the current SY (Tennessee State Legislature, 1997, Chapter 392, §2). This policy would have first affected individuals born in October
1990, who were at least age 6 on September 30, 1997, and who turned 7 during SY 1997-98.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are several differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Tennessee identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Comparing our data to that collected by Lleras-Muney (2002), several differences emerge. First, whereaswe identified 1919 as the year in
which the starting age lowered to 7, Lleras-Muney identified 1921 as the year in which this change occurred. According to Lleras-Muney,
the first cohort impacted by this policy would have been born in September 1913 rather than September 1911. In addition, the dataset
from Lleras-Muney records the starting age as increasing to 8 in 1939, so the first cohort affected by this reform would have been born
in September 1931. In our review of Tennessee’s compulsory schooling laws, we did not find any evidence that this change took place.
The first discrepancy is likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have
directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 17 in 1960 and 1970, and 16 in 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944,
1954, and 1964 respectively. They also note that the school leaving age increased to 17 in 1983. We identify a leaving age of 16 during
these periods. These differences are likely because Angrist and Krueger relied on Census records for their data, while we reviewed each
year’s legislation.
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Work Permits

The first legislation on child labor in Tennessee was enacted in
1911, establishing a full-time work permit age of 14. Since the
passage of the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938, the full-time
employment age has been 16 and the vacation employment age
has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1911
Major changes since 1911: 1938, 1961, 1976

Tennessee began to regulate child labor in 1911, banning employment for people under the age of 14 during school hours (Tennessee
State Legislature, 1911, Chapter 57, §1, 2). In 1938, following the adoption of the Fair Labor Standards Act, the full-time work permit
age was raised to 16 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). In 1949, the state started to require a satisfactory schooling record to receive a
work permit (Tennessee State Legislature, 1949, Chapter 201, §9(c)). A part-time work permit age of 14 was introduced in 1961, but the
state legislature stopped granting part-time work permits in 1976 (Tennessee State Legislature, 1961, Chapter 161, §1; Tennessee State
Legislature, 1976, Chapter 480, §4).

See Table 105 and Table 106 for changes to minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages over time.

Table 105: Tennessee–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1949-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
From April 1949 Satisfactory school record
Source: Tennessee State Legislature (1949)

Table 106: Tennessee–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1911-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1911 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
October 1938 - February 1961 16 . 14 .
March 1961 - February 1976 16 14 14 .
From March 1976 16 . 14 .
Source: Tennessee State Legislature (1911, 1961, 1976), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 107.

Table 107: Tennessee–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: Tennessee State Legislature (1911), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

The original full-time employment age in Tennessee was 14 in 1911 (Tennessee State Legislature, 1911, Chapter 57, §1, 2).

When the Fair Labor Standards Act became effective in October 1938, the full-time work permit age changed to 16 (U.S. Department of
Labor, 2023). People who were born in October 1924 and were 14 years old at the time would have been the first cohort who needed to
wait until age 16 to work.
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30. Texas

School Attendance

Texas’ first compulsory schooling law in 1916 required that
individuals ages 8 to 14 attend school. Since 2015, Texas requires
attendance for people between the ages of 6 and 19.

Key Dates
First law: 1915
Major changes since 1915: 1931, 1935, 1965, 1995, 1997, 2015

Texas passed its first compulsory school attendance law in 1915, specifying that there was to be a gradual increase in the length of the
compulsory schooling for 3 consecutive years (1916, 1917, and 1918) (Texas Secretary of State, 1915, H.B. 402, §1). The policy required
individuals between the ages of 8 and 14 to attend full-time school for 60 days, 80 days, and 100 days, respectively, in each of the
3 consecutive years beginning with the 1916 school year. In 1935, the compulsory schooling requirement increased the duration of
compulsory schooling from 6 to 9 years starting from age 7 until age 16, and a 1965 amendment further increased the school leaving
age to 17 (Gammel, 1935, S.B. 49, §1, 2; Texas Secretary of State, 1965, H.B. 51, §1). The school leaving age was decreased to 16 in 1984
and again increased to 17 in 1995 (Texas Secretary of State, 1985, H.B. 72, Article IV, Section E, §1; Texas Secretary of State, 1995, S.B. 1,
Subchapter C, §25.085). The 1995 amendment also decreased the starting age by one year, making school attendance compulsory for all
individuals between the ages of 6 and 17. The school leaving age in Texas gradually increased to 18 and 19 in 1997 and 2015 respectively
(Texas Secretary of State, 1997, S.B. 247, §2; Legislature of the State of Texas, 2015, H.B. 2398, §7). Students who have completed the
12th grade or equivalent are not required to remain in school until the age of 19 (Legislature of the State of Texas, 2015, H.B. 2398, §7).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 108.

Table 108: Texas–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1906-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
September 1907 - August 1921 9 14 6
September 1921 - August 1927 9 16 8
September 1927 - August 1949 8 16 9
September 1949 - August 1967 8 17 10
September 1967 - August 1979 8 16 9
September 1979 - August 1980 7 17 11
September 1980 - Present 7 18 12
Source: Legislature of the State of Texas (2015), Texas Secretary of State (1915, 1965, 1985, 1995, 1997)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

The effective school year for enrollment in Texas lasts from September to August of the next year (Texas Secretary of State, 1915, H.B.
402, §1).

Texas’s first compulsory schooling policy was passed in 1915 and was effective for school year (SY) 1916-17 (Texas Secretary of State, 1915,
H.B. 402, §1). It sets a starting age of 8 (i.e., students reach age 9 during their first SY), and a leaving age of 14. This law would have first
affected students who were born in September 1907.

The 1935 reform increased duration from 6 to 9 years, with a new starting age of 8 (i.e., students reach age 9 during their first SY) and
a new leaving age of 16 (Gammel, 1935, S.B. 49, §1, 2). Individuals born starting in September 1921 who turned 14 during SY 1935-1936
would have been the first cohort that needed to stay in school until age 16. The next cohort affected by the 1935 policy would have been
those born starting in September 1927, who would have been the first group to reach age 8 during SY 1935-36. The 1935 law required this
cohort to attend school until age 16.

The 1965 policy change introduced a new leaving age of 17 (Texas Secretary of State, 1965, H.B. 51, §1). Individuals who were born
starting in September 1949, who turned 16 years old in 1965, would have been the first group of students required to stay in school for
an additional year.
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The 1984 reform lowered the leaving age to 16, thereby reducing duration from 10 to 9 years (Texas Secretary of State, 1985, H.B. 72,
Article IV, Section E, §1). Students born in September 1967 would have reached their 9th year of compulsory schooling in SY 1983-84,
and would not be required to attend a tenth year.

The 1995 policy stipulated that people in Texas were now required to attend school beginning in the year that they reached age 7 until
age 17 (Texas Secretary of State, 1995, S.B. 1, Subchapter C, §25.085). Individuals who were born in September 1979 and reached age 16
in SY 1995-96 would have been the first impacted by this change.

The leaving age was raised to 18 with the enactment of the 1997 reform (Texas Secretary of State, 1997, S.B. 247, §2). Individuals who
were born starting September 1980 and who reached age 17 in 1997 would have been the first cohort required to stay in school for 12
years rather than 11 years.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Texas identified through our research and those identified by
other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) identifies the change in start and leaving age from ages 8 to 14 to ages 7 to 16 as occurring in 1939. We found that
this policy was enacted in 1935. Consequently, the first cohort affected in Lleras-Muney would have been September 1925, four years
later than the cohort we identify as first affected by this reform. This discrepancy is likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal
Biennial Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960 and a leaving age of 17 in 1970 and 1980, corresponding to cohorts
born in 1944, 1954, and 1964 respectively. This is consistent with our findings.

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data 30. Texas — Return to Table of Contents 109



USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Work Permits

Texas’s first child labor law established a hardship permit age of
12 in 1916. Since 1984, the state has only had a full-time work
permit age of 16 and a vacation work permit age of 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1916
Major changes since 1916: 1938, 1963, 1984

The state of Texas does not explicitly provide exemptions from compulsory school attendance for employed students. However, the
state’s education policy includes an exemption for people who need to work due to financial hardships. These financial hardship work
permits have included aminimum schooling requirement since the first iteration of the Compulsory Schooling Act in 1916. The 1916 policy
allowed for financial hardship permits for individuals over the age of 12 with at least a 4th grade education (Texas Secretary of State,
1915, H.B. 402, §2). By 1923, a 7th grade education was required, and by 1945, a 9th grade education (Texas Secretary of State, 1923,
S.B. 257, §2; Gammel, 1945, H.B. 630, §2). In addition to hardship work permits, the state established a vocational training program in
1973, which allows people over the age of 15 to be employed during school hours (Texas Secretary of State, 1973, H.B. 365, §1). Beginning
in 1984, Texas no longer provides hardship work permits (Texas Secretary of State, 1985, H.B. 72, Part E, §2). The Texas Department of
Education currently does not define work permit ages, but does allow individuals over the age of 14 to be employed in compliance with
federal labor regulations. The Texas Department of Labor uses guidelines established by the Federal government’s Fair Labor Standards
Act for regulations on minimum employment ages for full-time and vacation work permits (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023).

For changes to financial hardship work permit literacy requirements and eligibility ages, see Table 109 and Table 110.

Table 109: Texas–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1916-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
September 1916 - May 1923 Completion of grade 4
June 1923 - April 1945 Completion of grade 7
May 1945 - August 1982 Completion of grade 9
From September 1982 Satisfactory schooling record
Source: Gammel (1945), Texas Secretary of State (1915, 1923, 1981)

Table 110: Texas–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1916-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
September 1916 - September 1938 . . . 12
October 1938 - July 1963 16 . 14 12
August 1963 - August 1984 16 . 14 14
From September 1984 16 . 14 .
Source: Texas Secretary of State (1915, 1963, 1973, 1985), U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 111.

Table 111: Texas–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1922-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
October 1922 - Present 16
Source: U.S. Department of Labor (2023)

The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 first established a full-time employment age of 16 in Texas (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). This
policy change first impacted individuals born beginning in October 1922, who turned 16 years old at the time of the law’s implementation.
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31. Virginia

School Attendance

Virginia’s first compulsory schooling law, passed in 1908,
required school attendance for people ages 8 to 12. The state’s
current compulsory schooling law requires school attendance
for individuals ages 5 to 18.

Key Dates
First law: 1908
Major changes since 1908: 1918, 1920, 1922, 1928, 1948, 1952,
1976, 1989

The state of Virginia established guidelines for compulsory school attendance in 1908, recommending that counties mandate school
attendance for 12 weeks of the academic year for people between the ages of 8 and 12 (Virginia State Legislature, 1908, Chapter 364,
§1). The legislation exempted individuals who were able to read and write and those residing more than 2 miles from the nearest
school. This policy was only enforced in counties, cities, and towns that voted to implement the act. The first statewide compulsory
schooling mandate, also applying to individuals ages 8 to 12, was not passed until 1918 (Virginia State Legislature, 1918, Chapter 412,
§1). The mandate was repealed in 1920, and subsequently re-enacted in 1922, adjusting the school leaving age such that attendance
was mandatory for all people between the ages of 8 and 14 (Virginia State Legislature, 1920a, Chapter 87, §1; Virginia State Legislature,
1920b, Chapter 381, §1). The compulsory schooling age was changed to 7 to 15 in 1928, and rural school districts were authorized, but not
required, to change the schooling age to 8 to 15 (Virginia State Legislature, 1928, Chapter 471, §1). An act passed in 1934 enabled, but did
not mandate, all cities and districts to change the compulsory schooling age to 8 to 16 (Virginia State Legislature, 1934, Chapter 159, §1).
The school leaving age was increased to 16 statewide in 1952 and to 17 in 1968 (Virginia State Legislature, 1952, Chapter 279, §1; Virginia
State Legislature, 1968, Chapter 178, §1). Also in 1968, the starting age was lowered to 6 (Virginia State Legislature, 1968, Chapter 178,
§1). In 1976, Virginia began to require school attendance for people between the ages of 5 and 17. Parents had the option to delay their
child’s enrollment for 1 year, until age 6, but in all other cases compulsory schooling began at age 5 (Virginia State Legislature, 1976,
Chapter 681, §1). Since 1989, the school leaving age in Virginia has been 18 (Virginia State Legislature, 1989, Chapter 515, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 112.

Table 112: Virginia–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1913-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
October 1913 - September 1920 9 15 7 1,2

October 1920 - September 1937 8 15 8 2

October 1937 - September 1952
(potentially as early as October 1919)

8 16 9

October 1952 - September 1961 8 17 10
October 1961 - September 1970 7 17 11
October 1970 - September 1972 6 17 12
October 1972 - Present 6 18 13
Source: Virginia State Legislature (1918, 1920a, 1922, 1928, 1952, 1968, 1976, 1989)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.
1 The introduction of compulsory schooling for individuals ages 8 to 12 in SY 1918-19 followed by its repeal shortly after in SY 1920-21 meant that there was no consistent
statewide compulsory schooling age for people born before October 1913.
2 A 1934 reform provided cities and districts with the option to increase their compulsory school leaving age from 15 to 16.

The effective school year for enrollment in Virginia begins September 30. This date was first formally specified in the 1968 compulsory
schooling legislation (Virginia State Legislature, 1968, Chapter 178, §1). Since earlier compulsory schooling legislation does not specify
an enrollment deadline, we operate under the assumption that the September 30 date applies to previous policy when calculating birth
cohorts.

The 1918 reform required the entire state to adopt a starting age of 8 and a leaving age of 12 (Virginia State Legislature, 1918, Chapter
412, §1). This policy would have impacted individuals statewide who were born starting October 1909, who turned 9 years old during
their first year of schooling in school year (SY) 1918-19. However, these same starting and leaving ages could be adopted voluntarily by
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counties, cities, and towns in Virginia as early as SY 1908-1909. In areas that willingly made this change prior to the state mandate,
individuals born October 1899 would have been the first affected.

The repeal of Virginia’s compulsory schooling laws in 1920 influenced several cohorts born between October 1908 and September 1913
who otherwise would have been compulsorily enrolled for SY 1920-21 and SY 1921-22 (Virginia State Legislature, 1920a, Chapter 87, §1).
Individuals born fromOctober 1908 to September 1909would have been the first group impacted by the reform. They turned 12 years old
in what would have been their fourth year of schooling during SY 1920-21, but now were no longer required to attend school. Therefore,
their duration in school would have been 4 years. People born from October 1912 to September 1913 would have been the last cohort
impacted by the 1920 law. These individuals turned 9 years old during SY 1921-22 and would have been in their first year of schooling,
but were not required to attend during this time. They would have finally started school in SY 1922-23, when they reached age 10, and
would have attended for a duration of 5 years. Because the 1920 repeal of Virginia’s compulsory schooling laws first affected individuals
born as early as 1908, in practice there was never a statewide cohort whose leaving age was 12.

The reinstatement of Virginia’s compulsory schooling laws in 1922 set a starting age of 8 and a leaving age of 14 (Virginia State Legislature,
1920b, Chapter 381, §1). We interpret this policy as effective for SY 1922-23. Individuals born from October 1913 would have been the
first to start school at age 8.

The 1928 policy both lowered the starting age by 1 year to age 7 and raised the leaving age by 1 year to age 15, thereby increasing duration
to 8 years after full implementation (Virginia State Legislature, 1928, Chapter 471, §1). This policy increased the duration of schooling
from 6 to 7 years for people born between October 1914 and September 1920. They would have started school after reaching age 8
under the earlier policy but would not have completed 6 years by SY 1928-29 and so would have to remain in school for an additional
year. Individuals born from October 1920 would have started school after reaching age 7 (reaching age 8 during their first SY) and been
required to attend school for at least 8 years until age 15.

A 1934 reform provided cities and school districts with the option to raise the leaving age to 16, but they were not required to do so
(Virginia State Legislature, 1934, Chapter 159, §1). This change would have first affected individuals born October 1919, who reached age
15 in SY 1934-35 and who would have needed to stay in school for 1 additional year.

The next statewide compulsory schooling reform in 1952 raised the leaving age to 16 (Virginia State Legislature, 1952, Chapter 279, §1).
This change would have first affected individuals who were 15 years old during SY 1952-53, who were born starting October 1937 and who
were required to stay in school for 1 additional year.

The 1968 reform lowered the starting age to 6 (i.e., reached age 7 during first compulsory SY) and increased the leaving age to 17 (Virginia
State Legislature, 1968, Chapter 178, §1). The law would have first impacted students turning 16 in 1968, who needed to attend school
for 1 more year. The policy would have then impacted people born from October 1961, requiring them to start in SY 1968-69. These
individuals would have reached age 6 by the October 1968 enrollment cutoff and thus would have turned age 7 during their first year of
compulsory schooling.

In 1976, the starting age was lowered to 5, increasing duration from 11 to 12 years (Virginia State Legislature, 1976, Chapter 681, §1). This
change would have first affected students who were born in October 1970 and turned 6 years old in 1976.

The 1989 law raised the leaving age by 1 year, to 18 (Virginia State Legislature, 1989, Chapter 515, §1). The individuals first affected would
have been born in October 1972 and would have been 17 years old in 1989.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Virginia identified through our research and those identified by
other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) identifies the change in the leaving age from 12 to 14 in 1923. We found this policy was enacted in 1922. This
discrepancy is likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial Survey of Education for their data, whereas we have directly
examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960 and 17 in 1970 and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944,
1954, and 1964 respectively. This is consistent with our findings.
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Work Permits

Virginia first established a full-time, part-time, and vacation
permit age of 14, as well as a vacation age of 12, in 1918. Since
1956, the state has had a full-time work permit age of 16, and a
part-time and vacation work permit age of 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1914
Major changes since 1914: 1920, 1922, 1938, 1956

In 1914, the state of Virginia legislated child labor laws banning the employment of individuals under 14 during school hours, and
restricting their employment outside of school hours to work outside of factories, workshops, mines, mercantile establishments,
laundry, bakeries, and lumber yards (Virginia State Legislature, 1914, Chapter 339, §1). This law also required the use of employment
certificates for people between the ages of 14 and 16, although no literacy requirements were placed on these certificates(Virginia State
Legislature, 1914, Chapter 339, §3). In 1920, the state’s child labor laws were repealed along with its compulsory schooling laws; both
were implemented again in 1922 (Virginia State Legislature, 1920a, Chapter 87, §1; Virginia State Legislature, 1922, Chapter 381, §1).
Also in 1922, the state’s compulsory education mandate exempted individuals from school attendance if they were lawfully employed
and had completed a standard elementary school curriculum (Virginia State Legislature, 1922, Chapter 381, §1). The state adopted the
provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act in 1938, which established a full-time work permit age of 16 and a vacation work permit age
of 14 (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023; Virginia State Legislature, 1942, Chapter 50, §1). In 1948, the state introduced two additional
types of employment certificates: a work training certificate granted to people over 14 and a provisional certificate granted to people
between the ages of 14 and 16 (Virginia State Legislature, 1948, Chapter 302, §1). From 1956, the state allows individuals to work part
time during school hours if they are granted a provisional certificate by their district superintendent (Virginia State Legislature, 1956,
Chapter 566, §1).

For a list of changes to work permit literacy requirements and agesin Virginia over time, see Table 113 and Table 114 respectively.

Table 113: Virginia–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1922-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
July 1922 - June 1948 Completion of elementary school curriculum
From July 1948 Satisfactory schooling record
Source: Virginia State Legislature (1922, 1948)

Table 114: Virginia–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1914-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
July 1914 - June 1920 14 14 14 12
July 1920 - June 1922 . . 14 .
July 1922 - September 1938 14 . 14 .
October 1938 - June 1956 16 . 14 .
From July 1956 16 14 14 .
Source: U.S. Department of Labor (2023), Virginia State Legislature (1918, 1920a, 1922, 1956)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 115.

Table 115: Virginia–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
July 1900 - June 1906 14
July 1906 - June 1908 .
July 1908 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: U.S. Department of Labor (2023), Virginia State Legislature (1914, 1920a, 1922)

Virginia’s earliest child labor policy, effective in 1914, first affected individuals born in July 1900 (Virginia State Legislature, 1914, Chapter
339, §1).

Both Virginia’s child labor laws and compulsory schooling laws were repealed in July 1920, meaning that there was no minimum age for
full-time employment (Virginia State Legislature, 1920a, Chapter 87, §1). This change would have first influenced people who were born
in July 1906. These individuals turned 14 years old and would have been the first cohort to not require a permit to work full-time.

The reestablishment of Virginia’s child labor laws occurred in July 1922, and first impacted individuals born from July 1908, who could
start work no earlier than age 14 (Virginia State Legislature, 1920b, Chapter 489, §1).

The raising of the full-time work permit age to 16 in October 1938 first impacted students who reached age 14 that year, and who now
needed to stay in school for an additional 2 years before being able to start work (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). These students were
born starting in October 1924.
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32. Washington

School Attendance

Washington passed its first compulsory schooling policy in 1871
and required people ages 8 to 16 to attend. From 1969 to the
present, individuals have been mandated to attend school from
ages 8 to 18.

Key Dates
First law: 1872
Major changes since 1872: 1883, 1897, 1899, 1901, 1909, 1969

Washington state’s earliest policy regulating compulsory schooling, passed in 1871 and effective in 1872, required people ages 8 to 16 to
attend school for at least 3 months per year (Washington State Legislature, 1871, Chapter 6, §1). Shortly thereafter, the state legislature
began to develop separate attendance policies for larger cities and the rest of Washington. Beginning in 1877 in cities with a population
of over 400, the attendance period was 6 months (Washington State Legislature, 1877, Chapter 5, Title XII, §69). In 1899, attendance
was required for individuals ages 7 to 15 for the full academic year in cities with a population greater than 10,000 (Washington State
Legislature, 1899, Chapter 140, §1). Meanwhile, in the rest of the state, attendance was mandatory for individuals ages 8 to 18 for 3
months beginning in 1883, and for people ages 8 to 15 for the same period of time beginning in 1897 (Washington State Legislature, 1883,
Title XVII, §89; Washington State Legislature, 1897, Chapter 118, §70, 71). Washington’s compulsory attendance policy became uniform
across the state in 1905, when all students ages 8 to 15 were required to attend school for the full academic year (Washington State
Legislature, 1905, Chapter 162, §1). The school leaving age was raised to 16 in 1909, and since 1969, it has been 18 (Washington State
Legislature, 1909, Chapter 97, Title III, Subchapter 16, §1; Washington State Legislature, 1969, Extraordinary Session, Chapter 223, §1).
Starting in 1999, the state legislature determined that if a parent voluntarily enrolls a child aged 6 or 7 in kindergarten, then that child
is also required to attend (Washington State Legislature, 1999, Chapter 319, §6).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 116.

Table 116: Washington–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1953 9 16 9
September 1953 - Present 9 18 10
Source: Washington State Legislature (1909, 1969)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law. The 1999 policy is excluded from this table since it only made attendance compulsory for individuals
aged 6 or 7 who were voluntarily enrolled in kindergarten.

The school enrollment deadline in Washington state is August 31, making the effective school year for enrollment September to August
of the following year (Washington State Legislature, n.d. WAC 392-335-010). This date is applied to all compulsory schooling policies in
the state to aid in the calculation of birth cohorts.

The compulsory schooling ages were defined as 8 to 16 at the start of the 20th century (Washington State Legislature, 1909, Chapter 97,
Title III, Subchapter 16, §1). We adjust the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during the first year of compulsory
schooling.

Washington’s compulsory schooling reform in 1969 raised the leaving age to 18, thereby increasing duration from 9 years to 10 years
(Washington State Legislature, 1969, Extraordinary Session, Chapter 223, §1). People who were born starting August 31, 1953 would have
reached age 17 in school year (SY) 1970-71, and would have been the first cohort required to stay until they turned 18 in SY 1971-72.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are no differences between the reform dates that we identified for Washington and the reform dates that Lleras-Muney (2002)
identified.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960 and 1970, and 18 in 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944,
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1954, and 1964 respectively. We identify a leaving age of 16 in 1960 and 18 in 1970 and 1980. This difference is likely because Angrist and
Krueger relied on Census records for their data, while we reviewed each year’s legislation.

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data 32. Washington — Return to Table of Contents 116



USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Work Permits

Washington began regulating child labor in 1899, when the state
legislature established a full-time work permit age of 15. Since
1976, Washington has had a full-time and part-time work permit
age of 16, and a vacation work permit age of 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1905
Major changes since 1905: 1913, 1919, 1921, 1967, 1971, 1987

Washington’s first child labor law was passed in 1899 and established a minimum full-time employment age of 15 (Washington State
Legislature, 1899, Chapter 140, §5). To work, individuals needed to have satisfactory school attendance or to have completed the eighth
grade (Washington State Legislature, 1899, Chapter 140, §1, 10). In 1903, Washington briefly lowered its full-time employment age to
14, before returning it to 15 in 1905 (Washington State Legislature, 1903, Chapter 136, §1; Washington State Legislature, 1905, Chapter
162, §2). Shortly thereafter, in 1909, the state legislature incorporated gender distinctions in its child labor laws, and stipulated that
while the general full-time employment age was 15, boys could begin working at age 14 outside of school hours, while girls needed
to be 16 years old to be employed (Washington State Legislature, 1909, Chapter 249, §195). In 1938, the passage of the Fair Labor
Standards Act established a full-time employment age of 16 in Washington (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023). A law in 1973 eliminated
the remaining gender distinction for vacation permits and established a vacation permit age of 14 (Washington State Legislature, 1973,
Extraordinary Session, Chapter 154, §39). From 1969 until 1973, individuals who were employed full-time were also required to attend
part-time school if one was offered in their district; in addition, hardship permits were available during this time for students beginning
at age 14 (Washington State Legislature, 1969, Extraordinary Session, Chapter 223, §1; Washington State Legislature, 1973, Chapter 51,
§1). In 1976, both a full-time and part-time employment age of 16 was established, and as of 1996, individuals are able to begin working
at age 16 only if they have completed high school or have received a certificate of educational competence (Washington Department of
Labor and Industries, 1976, Order 76-15, §296-125-027; Washington State Legislature, 1996, Chapter 134, §1).

See Table 117 and Table 118 for a detailed record of changes to Washington’s work permit minimum literacy and age requirements since
1899.

Table 117: Washington–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1899-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
June 1899 - May 1903 Ability to read and write in English; satisfactory school attendance or completion of the 8th

grade
June 1903 - May 1996 .
From June 1996 High school graduation or receipt of a certificate of educational competence
Source: Washington State Legislature (1899, 1903, 1996)

Table 118: Washington–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1899-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
June 1899 - May 1903 15 . . .
June 1903 - May 1905 14 . . 12
June 1905 - May 1909 15 . . .
June 1909 - September 1938 15 for boys

16 for girls
. 14 .

October 1938 - July 1969 16 . 14 for boys
16 for girls

.

August 1969 - June 1973 16 . 14 for boys
16 for girls

14

July 1973 - April 1976 16 . 14 .
From May 1976 16 16 14 .
Source: Washington Department of Labor and Industries (1976), Washington State Legislature (1899, 1903, 1905, 1909, 1969, 1973)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 119.

Table 119: Washington–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1923 15

(16 for girls)
October 1923 - Present 16
Source: U.S. Department of Labor (2023), Washington State Legislature (1909)

For people born in January 1900, the full-time work permit age was 15 for boys and 16 for girls (Washington State Legislature, 1909,
Chapter 249, §195). The Fair Labor Standards Act in October 1938 changed the full-time age to 16 for everyone. This policy did not
impact girls, but did affect boys who were born in October 1923. These boys turned 15 years old when FLSA was implemented, and now
needed to wait 1 additional year to work full-time.
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33. West Virginia

School Attendance

West Virginia’s first compulsory schooling law in 1897 mandated
that people ages 8 to 14 attend school. Since 2011, the state
legislature has required that all individuals ages 6 to 17 attend
school.

Key Dates
First law: 1897
Major changes since 1897: 1905, 1908, 1919, 1939, 1990, 2002,
2011

West Virginia’s first compulsory attendance law was enacted in 1897 and mandated that people ages 8 to 14 attend school for at least 16
weeks per school year (West Virginia State Legislature, 1897, Chapter 98). Individuals were exempt from this requirement if they lived
over 2 miles away from the nearest school or if they had already obtained the knowledge taught in public schools. By 1908, the West
Virginia state legislature had expanded the length of time that people needed to be in school: the school leaving agewas 15, and students
needed to be in attendance for 24 weeks per year (West Virginia State Legislature, 1908, Chapter 27, §72). In 1919, all individuals ages 7
to 14 were required to attend school for the full academic year, and those ages 14 to 16 who were not regularly employed had to attend
as well (West Virginia State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 2, §122, 128). During school year (SY) 1943-1944 and SY 1944-1945, individuals
were exempt from the state’s compulsory schooling requirements if they participated in the war emergency food production program
(West Virginia State Legislature, 1943, Chapter 41). The next change to West Virginia’s compulsory attendance policy did not come until
1990. This law lowered the starting age from 7 to 6; however, if a person was 5 years old and their parents voluntarily enrolled them in
kindergarten, then they were also legally required to be in school (West Virginia State Legislature, 1990, Chapter 2, Article 8). The school
leaving age increased from 16 to 17 for SY 2011-2012, although students who had started the 9th grade before the law went into effect
were exempt from this new requirement (West Virginia State Legislature, 2010, Chapter 63). Since 2013, Monroe and Cabell County
Schools have required that individuals attend school until age 18, and since 2016, Marshall and Wyoming County Schools have the same
policy (West Virginia State Legislature, 2013, Chapter 63; West Virginia State Legislature, 2016, Chapter 91). There is no statewide policy
in West Virginia with a leaving age of 18.

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 120.

Table 120: West Virginia–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1904 9 15 7
September 1904 - August 1911 9 16 8
September 1911 - August 1983 8 16 9
September 1983 - August 1995 7 16 10
September 1995 - Present 7 17 11
Source: West Virginia State Legislature (1908, 1919, 1990, 2010)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law.

In 1990, the West Virginia state legislature formally established that the effective school year for enrollment begins September 1 (West
Virginia State Legislature, 1990, Chapter 2). Since earlier compulsory schooling legislation does not specify an enrollment deadline, we
operate under the assumption that the September 1 date applies to previous policies when calculating birth cohorts.

In the early 1900s, the compulsory schooling ages were defined as 8 to 15 (West Virginia State Legislature, 1908, Chapter 27, §72). We
adjust the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during the first year of compulsory schooling.

The 1919 policy set a starting age of 7 (i.e., reaching age 8 during first school year) and a leaving age of 16, thereby increasing the duration
from 7 to 9 years (West Virginia State Legislature, 1919, Chapter 2, §122). The first affected cohort would have been individuals who were
born starting in September 1904, since they turned 15 years old in school year (SY) 1919-20, and would have been required to stay in
school for 1 additional year. The next cohort affected by the 1919 policy would have been people born starting in September 1911, who
would have been the first group to reach age 8 during SY 1919-20 and be required to attend school until age 16.
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The next compulsory schooling reform in 1990 lowered the starting age by 1 year (West Virginia State Legislature, 1990, Chapter 2).
People who turned 7 in SY 1990-91 would have been the first cohort impacted by this change. These individuals were born beginning in
September 1983.

The 2011 reform increased the leaving age to 17, and thus increased duration from 10 to 11 years (West Virginia State Legislature, 2010,
Chapter 63). Students born in September 1995 would have turned 16 in SY 2011-2012, and would have needed to stay in school for 1
additional year.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limiteddifferences between the compulsory schooling ages inWest Virginia identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

Lleras-Muney (2002) identifies the change in start and leaving age from ages 8-15 to ages 7-16 as occurring in 1921. We found this policy
was enacted in 1919. Consequently, the first cohort affected in Lleras-Muney would have been September 1906, 2 years later than the
cohort we identify as first affected by this reform. This discrepancy is likely because Lleras-Muney relied on the federal Biennial Survey
of Education for their data, whereas we have directly examined the legislation for each year.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. This is consistent with our findings.
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Work Permits

West Virginia’s earliest child labor law in 1905 established a
full-time employment age of 14. Since 2002, the full-time work
permit age has been 16 and the vacation permit age has been 14
for everyone in the state.

Key Dates
First law: 1905
Major changes since 1905: 1938, 1939, 1938, 1943, 1945, 2002

The West Virginia state legislature began to regulate child labor in 1905 when they established a full-time employment age of 14 and
a vacation permit age of 12 (West Virginia State Legislature, 1905, Chapter 75, §1). In 1911, the state specified that full-time permits
could only be provided to people if they had completed the fourth grade and were able to read and write in English (West Virginia State
Legislature, 1911, Chapter 60). Later, in 1927, individuals were required to have completed the sixth grade to receive a permit (West
Virginia State Legislature, 1927, Chapter 38). That year, the state legislature also determined that while boys could obtain a vacation
work permit beginning at age 12, girls could not begin working outside of school hours until age 14. Shortly thereafter, the Fair Labor
Standards Act (FLSA) of 1938 and the 1939 child labor law brought about significant changes. FLSA established a full-time employment
age of 16, while the 1939 law stipulated that vacation permits were available to boys at age 14 and to everyone at age 16; FLSA also
stated that receipt of a full-time work permit was contingent upon completion of the eighth grade (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023;
West Virginia State Legislature, 1939, Chapter 75). Furthermore, from 1919 until 1939, students who were employed during school hours
were required to attend continuation school for at least 5 hours per week, for 20 weeks during the year (West Virginia State Legislature,
1919, Chapter 2; West Virginia State Legislature, 1939, Chapter 75). Since 1975, to receive a full-time work permit individuals need to
have a certificate from their principal or teacher showing that they have been attending school, and since 2002, the vacation permit age
for everyone is 14 (West Virginia State Legislature, 1975, Chapter 149; West Virginia State Legislature, 2002, Chapter 49).

See Table 121 and Table 122 for changes to work permit literacy requirements and ages in West Virginia over time.

Table 121: West Virginia–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1911-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
May 1911 - June 1927 Completion of the 4th grade; ability to read and write in English
July 1927 - May 1939 Completion of the 6th grade; ability to read and write in English
June 1939 - May 1975 Completion of the 8th grade; ability to read andwrite in English or satisfactory examination

performance
June 1975 - May 2002 Satisfactory attendance during the school year or ability to read and write in English
From June 2002 Satisfactory attendance during the school year
Source: WVLeg1945; West Virginia State Legislature (1911, 1927, 1939, 1975, 2002)

Table 122: West Virginia–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1905-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
May 1905 - June 1927 14 . 12 .
July 1927 - September 1938 14 . 12 for boys

14 for girls
.

October 1938 - May 1939 16 . 14 .
June 1939 - May 2002 16 . 14 for boys

16 for girls
.

From June 2002 16 . 14 .
Source: U.S. Department of Labor (2023), West Virginia State Legislature (1905, 1919, 1927, 1939, 1943, 2002)
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Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 123.

Table 123: West Virginia–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - September 1924 14
October 1924 - Present 16
Source: U.S. Department of Labor (2023), West Virginia State Legislature (1905)

From 1900 until September 1924, the full-time employment age was 14 (West Virginia State Legislature, 1905, Chapter 75, §1).

The full-time work permit age was raised to 16 in October 1938 with the Fair Labor Standards Act (U.S. Department of Labor, 2023).
People who turned 14 years old that year would have been the first cohort who needed to wait 2 more years to be able to work full-time.
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34. Wisconsin

School Attendance

The state of Wisconsin’s first compulsory schooling law in 1879
required individuals between the ages of 7 and 15 to attend
school. Wisconsin’s current compulsory schooling law requires
that people between the ages of 6 and 18 attend school.

Key Dates
First law: 1879
Major changes since 1879: 1889, 1891, 1903, 1937, 1971, 1975, 1979

Wisconsin’s first compulsory attendance policy in 1879 mandated that individuals ages 7 to 15 attend school for at least 12 weeks
per academic year (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1879, Chapter 121, §1). Exemptions were granted to individuals who had obtained
equivalent education elsewhere, who lived over 2 miles from the closest school, and who needed to work to support their families. The
state legislature amended the law in 1889, requiring individuals ages 7 to 14 to attend school between 12 and 24 weeks per academic
year, as determined by their district (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1889, Chapter 519, §1). In 1891, the school leaving age was lowered
to 13 (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1891, Chapter 187, §1). By 1903, the school leaving age was restored to 14, although unemployed
individuals ages 14 to 16 were now also required to attend. Furthermore, people needed to attend for the full academic year (Wisconsin
State Legislature, 1903, Chapter 189, §1). In 1921, the state mandated that individuals up to the age of 17 attend a part-time or vocational
training school if they had not completed four years of secondary school (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1921, Chapter 513, §1). Exemptions
were granted to those residing more than 2 miles away from the nearest vocational training, continuation, or part-time school. In 1935,
the state legislature determined that all people under the age of 18 would be subject to this additional schooling requirement (Wisconsin
State Legislature, 1935, Chapter 161, §1). The state legislature granted a new exemption to the compulsory attendance law in the late
1960s and early 1970s: students in good academic standing were permitted to attend school part-time during their final term from
1967 until 1979 (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1967, Chapter 39, §2; Wisconsin State Legislature, 1979, Chapter 298, §9). In 1975, the
compulsory schooling age was amended to 6 to 16 (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1975, Chapter 39, §600). As of 1979, individuals ages 6
to 18 have been required to attend school full-time in Wisconsin; however, students are permitted to withdraw at age 16 if they receive
parental consent (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1979, Chapter 298, §8, 9). Since 2009, the state legislature has also stipulated that
individuals who are 5 years old and were voluntarily enrolled in kindergarten are also required to attend school full-time (Wisconsin
State Legislature, 2009, Act 41, §1).

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 124.

Table 124: Wisconsin–Compulsory Schooling Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Start Age Leaving Age Duration
January 1900 - August 1963 8 16 9
September 1963 - Present 7 18 12
Source: Wisconsin State Legislature (1903, 1975, 1979)
Note: Starting ages and leaving ages are established in the law. Starting ages are adjusted to reflect the age a person reaches during their first full year of compulsory
schooling. Starting ages are therefore 1 year later than the age in law. The 2009 policy is excluded from this table since it only made attendance compulsory for individuals
aged 5 who were voluntarily enrolled in kindergarten.

Wisconsin’s effective school year for enrollment lasts from September 1 until August 31 of the following year (Wisconsin State Legislature,
1879, Chapter 121, §1).

The compulsory schooling ages were defined as 7 to 16 in the early 1900s (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1903, Chapter 189, §1). We adjust
the starting age forward by one year to reflect the age achieved during the first year of compulsory schooling.

The 1975 reform required compulsory schooling for any “child who is between the ages of 6 and 16 years” (Wisconsin State Legislature,
1975, Chapter 39, §600). Since students would reach age 7 during their first year of schooling, we adjust the starting age accordingly.
Shortly thereafter, the 1979 law raised the leaving age to 18 (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1979, Chapter 298, §8). People who were born
beginning in September 1963 would have been the first individuals affected by both the 1976 and 1979 policies. They would have turned
7 years old during school year (SY) 1975-76. Under the 1975 law, they originally would have been required to attend school until age 16 in
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SY 1984-85. However, the passage of the 1979 policy meant that these individuals now needed to attend school for an additional 2 years
beyond their original leaving age, until SY 1986-87.

Comparison with Existing Analyses
There are limited differences between the compulsory schooling ages in Wisconsin identified through our research and those identified
by other authors.

The Wisconsin compulsory schooling reform details identified by Lleras-Muney (2002) are consistent with our findings.

Angrist and Krueger (1991) report a school leaving age of 16 in 1960, 1970, and 1980, corresponding to cohorts born in 1944, 1954, and
1964 respectively. However, we find that the leaving age was 18 in 1980. This difference is likely because Angrist and Krueger relied on
Census records for their data, while we reviewed each year’s legislation.
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Work Permits

Wisconsin’s first child labor law in 1899 set a full-time
employment age of 13 and a vacation employment age of 10.
Since 1971, the full-time employment age in Wisconsin has been
18 and the vacation employment age has been 14.

Key Dates
First law: 1889
Major changes since 1889: 1899, 1903, 1909, 1937, 1971

Wisconsin’s earliest child labor law in 1877 only restricted people less than 12 years old from working in a factory or workshop during
the school year (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1877, Chapter 289, §1). In 1889, the state established a minimum full-time employment
age of 13 for all individuals, and set a hardship work permit age of 10 (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1889, Chapter 519, §9). The full-time
work permit age changed to 14 and the hardship work permit age changed to 12 in 1899 (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1899, Chapter
274, §1, §6). In 1903, the hardship permit was eliminated, and a vacation permit age of 12 was established (Wisconsin State Legislature,
1903, Chapter 189, §1). The vacation permit age changed to 14 in 1909 (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1909, Chapter 338, §1). In 1937, the
state legislature determined that people under 16 were permitted to work during school hours only if they had completed high school
(Wisconsin State Legislature, 1937, Chapter 6, §2). This provision remained in place until 1971, when the law was amended to say that
individuals under 18 could work during school hours only if they had graduated (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1971, Chapter 271, §22).

Beginning in 1909, theWisconsin state legislature also adoptedminimum literacy requirements for work permits. The 1909 law specified
that people needed to have a satisfactory schooling record and be able to read and write simple sentences either in English or in
their native language (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1909, Chapter 338, §1). In 1911, this law was modified so that individuals needed
a satisfactory schooling record, to be able to read and write in English, to be familiar with basic arithmetic, and to have completed
coursework in spelling, reading, writing, grammar, and geography in the past year; otherwise, they needed to have completed the fifth
grade of the state’s standard curriculum (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1911, Chapter 479, §2). As of 1937, people have been required to
complete high school to receive a full-time work permit (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1937, Chapter 6, §2).

In 1911, Wisconsin also began to require that employed individuals aged 14 to 16 attend part-time school (Wisconsin State Legislature,
1911, Chapter 660, §1). In 1917, the law wasmodified so that employed people who were 17 were also required to attend (Wisconsin State
Legislature, 1917, Chapter 285, §1). An additional amendment in 1921 clarified that attendance was required if any individual, regardless
of whether they were employed, had not completed eighth grade (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1921, Chapter 513, §1). Shortly thereafter,
in 1935, the state legislature specified that the part-time schooling requirements now applied to people up to the age of 18 if they had not
completed high school (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1921, Chapter 513, §1; Wisconsin State Legislature, 1935, Chapter 161, §1). Part-time
schooling requirements remained in place until 1971 (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1971, §22).

For a complete list of changes to minimum literacy requirements and work permit ages in Wisconsin, see Table 125 and Table 126.

Table 125: Wisconsin–Work Permit Literacy Requirements (1909-2024)

Effective Date Minimum Literacy
June 1909 - May 1911 Ability to read and write in English; satisfactory prior schooling record
June 1911 - November 1937 Ability to read and write in English; familiarity with basic arithmetic; coursework in

geography; satisfactory prior schooling record; completion of the 5th grade
From December 1937 Completion of high school
Source: Wisconsin State Legislature (1909, 1911, 1937)
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Table 126: Wisconsin–Work Permit Minimum Ages (1879-2024)

Effective Date Full-Time Part-Time Vacation Hardship
April 1889 - March 1899 13 . . 10
April 1899 - April 1903 14 . . 12
May 1903 - May 1909 14 . 12 .
June 1909 - November 1937 14 . 14 .
December 1937 - February 1971 16 . 14 .
From March 1971 18 . 14 .
Source: Wisconsin State Legislature (1889, 1899, 1903, 1909, 1937, 1971)

Effective Policy by Cohort
Based on the rules established in the introduction, we assign the following birth cohorts and dates in Table 127.

Table 127: Wisconsin–Full-time Work Permit Ages by Birth Cohort (1900-2024)

Birth Cohort Full-Time Permit Age
January 1900 - November 1923 14
December 1923 - February 1955 16
March 1955 - Present 18
Source: Wisconsin State Legislature (1899, 1937, 1971)

The full-time work permit age in Wisconsin increased to 16 in December 1937 (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1937, Chapter 6, §2). People
who were born starting in December 1923 would have been the first affected by this policy, since they needed to now wait an additional
2 years to work full-time.

In March 1971, the full-time employment age was raised to 18, meaning that Wisconsin residents of school age were no longer exempt
from compulsory schooling requirements to work (Wisconsin State Legislature, 1971, Chapter 271, §22). Individuals whowere 16 inMarch
1971 were the first subject to these new requirements. They were born beginning in March 1955.

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data 34. Wisconsin — Return to Table of Contents 126



USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

References

Angrist, J. D., & Krueger, A. B. (1991). Does Compulsory School Attendance Affect Schooling and Earnings? The Quarterly Journal of
Economics, Vol. 106, No. 4(979=1014). doi:https://www.jstor.org/stable/2937954

Arizona State Legislature. (1899). Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials of the Twentieth Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Arizona,
14–15. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0112&i=16

Arizona State Legislature. (1907). Acts, Resolutions, andMemorials of the Twenty-Fourth Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Arizona,
95–107. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0116&i=110

Arizona State Legislature. (1912). Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials of the Regular Session First Legislature of the State of Arizona, 77–81,
399–401. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0118&i=424

Arizona State Legislature. (1972). 1972 Session Laws of the State of Arizona, 144–154. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/ssaz0080&i=222

Arizona State Legislature. (1994). Session Laws of the State of Arizona Forty-First Legislature, Second Regular Session, 1812. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0040&i=446

Arkansas State Legislature. (1909). Acts and Joint and Concurrent Resolutions and Memorials of the General Assembly of the State of
Arkansas, 701–706, 1013–1020. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0195&i=775

Arkansas State Legislature. (1915). Public and Private Acts and Initiated Acts and Constitutional Amendments Proposed and Adopted
by And Joint and Concurrent Resolutions and Memorials of the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 1505–1506. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0199&i=1575

Arkansas State Legislature. (1917). Public and Private Acts and Joint andConcurrent Resolutions andMemorials of the Forty-First General
Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 1509–1515. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0201&i=375

Arkansas State Legislature. (1947). Acts: Joint resolutions and concurrent resolutions and constitutional amendments of the fifty-sixth
general assembly of the state of arkansas, 785. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0097&i=829

Arkansas State Legislature. (1957). Acts: Proposed Constitutional Amendments of the Sixty-First General Assembly of the State of
Arkansas, 280. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0102&i=312

Arkansas State Legislature. (1983). General Acts of the Seventy-Fifth General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 2809–2810. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0070&i=1231

Arkansas State Legislature. (1985). General Acts of the Seventy-Fifth General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 2446–2448. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0070&i=868

Arkansas State Legislature. (1987). General Acts of the Seventy-Sixth General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 579–580. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0072&i=635

Arkansas State Legislature. (1989). General Acts of the Seventy-Seventh General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 1339–1342. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0077&i=81

Arkansas State Legislature. (1991). General Acts of the Seventy-Seventh General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 771–772. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0060&i=863

Arkansas State Legislature. (1997). General Acts of the Seventy-Seventh General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 7001–7004.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0039&i=1191

Arkansas State Legislature. (1999). General Acts of the Seventy-Seventh General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 2090–2094.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0043&i=984

Arkansas State Legislature. (2013). Public and Private Acts and Initiated Acts and Constitutional Amendments Proposed and Adopted
by And Joint and Concurrent Resolutions and Memorials of the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 1557–1559. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0237&i=535

Arkansas State Legislature. (2023). Public and Private Acts and Initiated Acts and Constitutional Amendments Proposed and Adopted
by And Joint and Concurrent Resolutions and Memorials of the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, 1–2. Retrieved from
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Home/FTPDocument?path=%5C%2FACTS%5C%2F2023R%5C%2FPublic%5C%2FACT195.pdf

Associated Press. (2023). 32 Mississippi school districts still under federal desegregation orders. NBC News. Retrieved from https :
//www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/federal-government-orders-desegregation-32-mississippi-school-district-rcna87296

Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co. (1922). 259 U.S. 20. Retrieved from https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/259/20/
Bolton, C. (2009). The Last Stand of Massive Resistance: Mississippi Public School Integration, 1970. Mississippi History Now. Retrieved

from https://mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/issue/the-last-stand-of-massive-resistance-1970
Bolton, C. (2017). Brown v. Board of Education. Center for Study of Southern Culture. Retrieved from http://mississippiencyclopedia.

org/entries/brown-v-board-of-education/
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka. (1954). 347 U.S. 483. Retrieved from https://casetext.com/case/brown-v-board-of-education
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka - 2. (1955). 349 U.S. 294. Retrieved from https : / /casetext . com/case/brown-v -board-of -

education-2

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 127

https://doi.org/https://www.jstor.org/stable/2937954
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0112&i=16
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0116&i=110
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0118&i=424
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0080&i=222
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0080&i=222
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssaz0040&i=446
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0195&i=775
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0199&i=1575
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0201&i=375
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0097&i=829
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0102&i=312
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0070&i=1231
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0070&i=868
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0072&i=635
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0077&i=81
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0060&i=863
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0039&i=1191
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0043&i=984
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssar0237&i=535
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Home/FTPDocument?path=%5C%2FACTS%5C%2F2023R%5C%2FPublic%5C%2FACT195.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/federal-government-orders-desegregation-32-mississippi-school-district-rcna87296
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/federal-government-orders-desegregation-32-mississippi-school-district-rcna87296
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/259/20/
https://mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/issue/the-last-stand-of-massive-resistance-1970
http://mississippiencyclopedia.org/entries/brown-v-board-of-education/
http://mississippiencyclopedia.org/entries/brown-v-board-of-education/
https://casetext.com/case/brown-v-board-of-education
https://casetext.com/case/brown-v-board-of-education-2
https://casetext.com/case/brown-v-board-of-education-2


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Byrd, H. (1956). The Southern Manifesto. 102 Cong. Rec. 4515-16 (1956). Retrieved from https : / / content . csbs . utah . edu /~dlevin /
federalism/southern_manifesto.html

California. Laws, Statutes, Etc. (1929). School Code of the State of California 1929 Together with Extracts from the Constitution-Extracts
from Other Codes and Extracts from the General Laws. 1. Retrieved from https://link-gale-com.libproxy1.usc.edu/apps/doc/
DT0105940827/MMLP?u=uscal_law&sid=bookmark-MMLP&xid=6968c933&pg=1

Florida State Legislature. (1913). General acts and resolutions, 14th regular session, 301–310. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/
HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0273&i=309

Florida State Legislature. (1915). General acts and resolutions, 15th regular session, 61–67. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0275&i=69

Florida State Legislature. (1919). General acts and resolutions, 17th regular session, 59–65. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0280&i=65

Florida State Legislature. (1941). General acts and resolutions, 28th regular session, 2511–2520. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/
HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0306&i=2511

Florida State Legislature. (1957). General acts and resolutions, 36th regular session, 429–433. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/
HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0172&i=439

Florida State Legislature. (1975). General acts and resolutions, 4th legislature, 385–393. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/ssfl0151&i=383

Florida State Legislature. (1986). General acts and resolutions, 9th legislature, 61–62. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/ssfl0122&i=79

Florida State Legislature. (2002). General acts and resolutions, 17th legislature, 3149–4153. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0018&i=340

Ford, C., Johnson, S., & Partelow, L. (2017). The Racist Origins of Private School Vouchers. The Center for American Progress Action
Fund. Retrieved from https://www.americanprogress.org/article/racist-origins-private-school-vouchers/

Gammel, H. P. (1935). Gammel’s Laws of Texas: The Laws of Texas, 1934-1935. 27, 92–98. Retrieved fromhttps://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:
/67531/metapth17292/

Gammel, H. P. (1945). Gammel’s Laws of Texas: The Laws of Texas, 49th Legislature. 31, 185. Retrieved from https://texashistory.unt.
edu/ark:/67531/metapth832435/

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1896). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 67–69.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0143&i=73

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1904). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 200–201.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0149&i=218

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1906). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 296–300.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0151&i=312

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1908). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 172–181.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0152&i=184

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1910). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 203–241.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0153&i=247

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1914). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 212–226.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0155&i=230

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1920). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 191–194.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0159&i=247

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1935). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 277–283.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0071&i=329

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1948). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 280–291.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0084&i=288

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1970). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 585–591.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0104&i=603

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (1978). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 316–318.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0111&i=330

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (2013). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 32–33.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0260&i=44

General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. (2015). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 336.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0263&i=341

General Court of Massachusetts. (1836). Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 950–951. Retrieved from https://heinonline.
org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0502&i=388

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 128

https://content.csbs.utah.edu/~dlevin/federalism/southern_manifesto.html
https://content.csbs.utah.edu/~dlevin/federalism/southern_manifesto.html
https://link-gale-com.libproxy1.usc.edu/apps/doc/DT0105940827/MMLP?u=uscal_law&sid=bookmark-MMLP&xid=6968c933&pg=1
https://link-gale-com.libproxy1.usc.edu/apps/doc/DT0105940827/MMLP?u=uscal_law&sid=bookmark-MMLP&xid=6968c933&pg=1
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0273&i=309
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0273&i=309
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0275&i=69
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0275&i=69
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0280&i=65
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0280&i=65
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0306&i=2511
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0306&i=2511
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0172&i=439
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0172&i=439
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0151&i=383
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0151&i=383
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0122&i=79
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0122&i=79
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0018&i=340
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssfl0018&i=340
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/racist-origins-private-school-vouchers/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth17292/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth17292/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth832435/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth832435/
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0143&i=73
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0149&i=218
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0151&i=312
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0152&i=184
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0153&i=247
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0155&i=230
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0159&i=247
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0071&i=329
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0084&i=288
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0104&i=603
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0111&i=330
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0260&i=44
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssky0263&i=341
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0502&i=388
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0502&i=388


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

General Court of Massachusetts. (1852). Acts and Resolves, 170–171. Retrieved from https : / / heinonline . org /HOL /P ?h=hein . ssl /
ssma0145&i=170

General Court of Massachusetts. (1873). Acts and Resolves, 708. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0172&
i=290

General Court of Massachusetts. (1874). Acts and Resolves, 155. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0173&i=
211

General Court of Massachusetts. (1888). Acts and Resolves, 301–306. Retrieved from https : / /heinonline .org/HOL/P?h=hein . ssl /
ssma0188&i=369

General Court of Massachusetts. (1890). Acts and Resolves, 343–344. Retrieved from https : / /heinonline .org/HOL/P?h=hein . ssl /
ssma0190&i=411

General Court of Massachusetts. (1898). Acts and Resolves, 447–450, 455–456. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.
ssl/ssma0198&i=515

General Court of Massachusetts. (1905). Acts and Resolves, 238–239. Retrieved from https : / /heinonline .org/HOL/P?h=hein . ssl /
ssma0081&i=306

General Court of Massachusetts. (1913). Acts and Resolves, 796–812, 883–885, 930–938. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/ssma0089&i=868

General Court of Massachusetts. (1916). Acts and Resolves, 49–50. Retrieved from https : / / heinonline . org / HOL / P ? h = hein . ssl /
ssma0093&i=123

General Court of Massachusetts. (1919). Acts and Resolves, 260–268, 293–295. Retrieved from https : / / archive . org / details /
actsresolvespass1919mass/page/260/mode/2up

General Court of Massachusetts. (1921). Acts and Resolves, 552–553. Retrieved from https : / / heinonline . org /HOL /P ?h=hein . ssl /
ssma0101&i=736

General Court of Massachusetts. (1939). Acts and Resolves, 622–629. Retrieved from https : / /heinonline .org/HOL/P?h=hein . ssl /
ssma0119&i=624

General Court of Massachusetts. (1997). Massachusetts Register, 87–88. Retrieved from https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/handle/2452/
857074

General Court of Massachusetts. (2006). Acts and Resolves, 1329–1333. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/
ssma0016&i=1335

Goodwin v. Johnson. (1964). 199 A.2d 97. Retrieved from https://casetext.com/case/goodwin-v-johnson-13
Green v. County School Board of New Kent City. (1967). 382 F.2d 338 (4th Cir.) Retrieved from https://casetext.com/case/green-v-

county-school-board-of-new-kent-cty?
Hammer v. Dagenhart. (1918). 247 U.S. 251. Retrieved from https://casetext.com/case/hammer-v-dagenhart?
Hannah-Jones, Nikole. (2017). The resegregation of Jefferson County. The New York Times. Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/

2017/09/06/magazine/the-resegregation-of-jefferson-county.html
Harvey, Gordon. (2023). Public education in Alabama after desegregation. The Encyclopedia of Alabama. Retrieved from https : / /

encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/public-education-in-alabama-after-desegregation/
Hawkins, J. K. (2007). A case study of the educational reform efforts of former Mississippi Governor William F. Winter. Mississippi State

University Theses and Dissertations, 34. Retrieved from https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=
1033&context=td

Hershman, J. H. (2021). UVA and the History of Race: The Era of Massive Resistance. University of Virginia. Retrieved from https://news.
virginia.edu/content/uva-and-history-race-era-massive-resistance

Illinois General Assembly. (2024). Illinois Compiled Statutes, 5/10-20.12. Retrieved from https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.
asp?DocName=010500050K10-20.12

Illinois State Legislature. (1883). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 167–168. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/books/
edition/The_Revised_Statutes_of_the_State_of_Ill/45VLAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1055&printsec=frontcover

Illinois State Legislature. (1889a). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 1266–1267. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/
books/edition/The_Revised_Statutes_of_the_State_of_Ill/cpxLAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1267&printsec=frontcover

Illinois State Legislature. (1889b). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 6462–6466. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0301&i=444

Illinois State Legislature. (1891). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 452. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.
35112105474136

Illinois State Legislature. (1897). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 796–797, 1413. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/
2027/mdp.35112105473963

Illinois State Legislature. (1903). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 914–919. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/books/
edition/The_Revised_Statutes_of_the_State_of_Ill/FXpPAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA918&printsec=frontcover

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 129

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0145&i=170
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0145&i=170
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0172&i=290
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0172&i=290
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0173&i=211
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0173&i=211
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0188&i=369
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0188&i=369
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0190&i=411
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0190&i=411
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0198&i=515
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0198&i=515
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0081&i=306
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0081&i=306
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0089&i=868
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0089&i=868
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0093&i=123
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0093&i=123
https://archive.org/details/actsresolvespass1919mass/page/260/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/actsresolvespass1919mass/page/260/mode/2up
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0101&i=736
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0101&i=736
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0119&i=624
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0119&i=624
https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/handle/2452/857074
https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/handle/2452/857074
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0016&i=1335
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0016&i=1335
https://casetext.com/case/goodwin-v-johnson-13
https://casetext.com/case/green-v-county-school-board-of-new-kent-cty?
https://casetext.com/case/green-v-county-school-board-of-new-kent-cty?
https://casetext.com/case/hammer-v-dagenhart?
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/06/magazine/the-resegregation-of-jefferson-county.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/06/magazine/the-resegregation-of-jefferson-county.html
https://encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/public-education-in-alabama-after-desegregation/
https://encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/public-education-in-alabama-after-desegregation/
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1033&context=td
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1033&context=td
https://news.virginia.edu/content/uva-and-history-race-era-massive-resistance
https://news.virginia.edu/content/uva-and-history-race-era-massive-resistance
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K10-20.12
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K10-20.12
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Revised_Statutes_of_the_State_of_Ill/45VLAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1055&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Revised_Statutes_of_the_State_of_Ill/45VLAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1055&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Revised_Statutes_of_the_State_of_Ill/cpxLAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1267&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Revised_Statutes_of_the_State_of_Ill/cpxLAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1267&printsec=frontcover
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0301&i=444
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0301&i=444
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112105474136
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112105474136
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112105473963
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112105473963
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Revised_Statutes_of_the_State_of_Ill/FXpPAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA918&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Revised_Statutes_of_the_State_of_Ill/FXpPAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA918&printsec=frontcover


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Illinois State Legislature. (1907). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 1964–1966. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/
mdp.35112105475687

Illinois State Legislature. (1917). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 1413–1415. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/
umn.31951d02224797w

Illinois State Legislature. (1921). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 435–443. Retrieved from http://books.google.com/books?
id=8JZCAQAAMAAJ

Illinois State Legislature. (1929). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 429–438. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/ssil0132&i=457

Illinois State Legislature. (1945). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 754–760. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/ssil0151&i=790

Illinois State Legislature. (2004). The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 2922–2928. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0012&i=1426

Illinois State Legislature. (2007). Public Act 094-1105. Retrieved from https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/94/094-1105.htm
Indiana State Legislature. (1897). Laws of the State of Indiana, 60th Regular Session, 248–250. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/

HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0237&i=248
Indiana State Legislature. (1899). Laws of the State of Indiana, 61st Regular Session, 547–551. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/

HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0238&i=547
Indiana State Legislature. (1901). Laws of the State of Indiana, 62nd Regular Session, 470–473. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/

HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0239&i=470
Indiana State Legislature. (1913). Laws of the State of Indiana, 68th Regular Session, 37–46, 616–625. Retrieved from https://heinonline.

org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0245&i=37
Indiana State Legislature. (1921). Laws of the State of Indiana, 72nd Regular Session, 337–355. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/

HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0251&i=337
Indiana State Legislature. (1967). Laws of the State of Indiana, 94th General Assembly, 495–497. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/

HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0112&i=577
Indiana State Legislature. (1992). Laws of the State of Indiana, 107th General Assembly, 2nd Regular Session, 1809–1828. Retrieved from

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0061&i=537
Indiana State Legislature. (2006). Laws of the State of Indiana, 114th General Assembly, 2nd Regular Session, 3875–3892. Retrieved from

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0028&i=563
Jorgenson, L. P. (1968). The Oregon School Law of 1922: Passage and Sequel. The Catholic Historical Review, 54(3), 455–466. Retrieved

November 15, 2023, from http://www.jstor.org/stable/25018244
Legal Defense Fund. (n.d.). The Southern Manifesto and ”Massive Resistance” to Brown. Retrieved from https://www.naacpldf.org/

brown-vs-board/southern-manifesto-massive-resistance-brown
Legislature of Alabama. (1915). General Laws (and Joint Resolutions) of the Legislature of Alabama, 193–200, 534–539. Retrieved from

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0221&i=377
Legislature of Alabama. (1919). General Laws (and Joint Resolutions) of the Legislature of Alabama, 615–619, 867–876. Retrieved from

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0224&i=709
Legislature of Alabama. (1931). General Laws (and Joint Resolutions) of the Legislature of Alabama, 412–414. Retrieved from https :

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0232&i=468
Legislature of Alabama. (1956). General Laws (and Joint Resolutions) of the Legislature of Alabama, 446–447. Retrieved from https:

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0085&i=446
Legislature of Alabama. (1961). General Laws (and Joint Resolutions) of the Legislature of Alabama, 2292–2298. Retrieved from https:

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0091&i=1313
Legislature of Alabama. (1980). General Laws (and Joint Resolutions) of the Legislature of Alabama, 1520. Retrieved from https : / /

heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0063&i=48
Legislature of Alabama. (1995). General Laws (and Joint Resolutions) of the Legislature of Alabama, 1263–1276. Retrieved from https:

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0018&i=447
Legislature of Alabama. (2009). General Laws (and Joint Resolutions) of the Legislature of Alabama, 1648–1654. Retrieved from https:

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0077&i=784
Legislature of Alabama. (2014). General Laws (and Joint Resolutions) of the Legislature of Alabama, 1484–1485. Retrieved from https:

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0252&i=456
Legislature of Colorado. (1889). Laws Passed at the Seventh Session of the General Assembly of the State of Colorado, 59–61. Retrieved

from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0218&i=59
Legislature of Colorado. (1899). Laws Passed at the Twelfth Session of the General Assembly of the State of Colorado, 340–345. Retrieved

from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0224&i=340

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 130

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112105475687
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112105475687
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/umn.31951d02224797w
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/umn.31951d02224797w
http://books.google.com/books?id=8JZCAQAAMAAJ
http://books.google.com/books?id=8JZCAQAAMAAJ
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0132&i=457
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0132&i=457
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0151&i=790
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0151&i=790
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0012&i=1426
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssil0012&i=1426
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/94/094-1105.htm
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0237&i=248
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0237&i=248
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0238&i=547
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0238&i=547
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0239&i=470
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0239&i=470
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0245&i=37
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0245&i=37
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0251&i=337
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0251&i=337
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0112&i=577
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0112&i=577
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0061&i=537
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssin0028&i=563
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25018244
https://www.naacpldf.org/brown-vs-board/southern-manifesto-massive-resistance-brown
https://www.naacpldf.org/brown-vs-board/southern-manifesto-massive-resistance-brown
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0221&i=377
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0224&i=709
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0232&i=468
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0232&i=468
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0085&i=446
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0085&i=446
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0091&i=1313
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0091&i=1313
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0063&i=48
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0063&i=48
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0018&i=447
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0018&i=447
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0077&i=784
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0077&i=784
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0252&i=456
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssal0252&i=456
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0218&i=59
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0224&i=340


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Legislature of Colorado. (1903). Laws Passed at the Fourteenth Session of the General Assembly of the State of Colorado, 418–420.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0227&i=418

Legislature of Colorado. (1911). Laws Passed at the Eighteenth Session of the General Assembly of the State of Colorado, 232–244.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0232&i=264

Legislature of Colorado. (1963). Laws Passed at the First Regular Session of the Forty-Fourth General Assembly of the State of Colorado,
630–636, 861–866. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0126&i=861

Legislature of Colorado. (2006). Laws Passed at the Second Regular Session of the Sixty-Fifth General Assembly of the State of Colorado,
1211–1212. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0027&i=189

Legislature of Colorado. (2007). Laws Passed at the First Regular Session of the Sixty-Sixth General Assembly of the State of Colorado,
70–72. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0031&i=82

Legislature of Iowa. (1902). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 29th General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 78–80.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0105&i=106

Legislature of Iowa. (1904). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 30th General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 113.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0106&i=143

Legislature of Iowa. (1906). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 31st General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 71–73.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0107&i=103

Legislature of Iowa. (1909). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 33rd General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 180.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0109&i=218

Legislature of Iowa. (1913). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 35th General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 272.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0111&i=324

Legislature of Iowa. (1915). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 36th General Assembly of the State of Iowa,
339–342. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0112&i=339

Legislature of Iowa. (1967). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 62nd General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 493.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0046&i=525

Legislature of Iowa. (1970). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 63rd General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 71–79.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0048&i=107

Legislature of Iowa. (1983). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 70th General Assembly of the State of Iowa,
527–529. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0030&i=54

Legislature of Iowa. (1991). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 74th General Assembly of the State of Iowa,
336–344. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0017&i=362

Legislature of Iowa. (2012). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 84th General Assembly of the State of Iowa,
447–448. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0130&i=477

Legislature of Iowa. (2013). Acts and Resolutions Passed at the Regular Session of the 85th General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 251.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0131&i=279

Legislature of South Carolina. (1903). Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, 113–116.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0244&i=133

Legislature of SouthCarolina. (1915). Acts and Joint Resolutions of theGeneral Assembly of the State of SouthCarolina, 118–125. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0257&i=92

Legislature of South Carolina. (1919). Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, 205–208.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0261&i=233

Legislature of South Carolina. (1937). Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, 556–561.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0281&i=616

Legislature of South Carolina. (1955). Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, 78–80. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0069&i=130

Legislature of South Carolina. (1967). Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, 181–183.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0081&i=263

Legislature of South Carolina. (1979). Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, 883. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0093&i=891

Legislature of South Carolina. (1984). Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, 2981–2982.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0053&i=1545

Legislature of South Carolina. (1993). Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, 1180–1181.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0031&i=1188

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1906). Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1906. 1, 98–100. Retrieved from
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=nyp.33433009067434&seq=116

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1914). Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1914. 1, 89–91. Retrieved from https:
//hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.a0001991355

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 131

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0227&i=418
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0232&i=264
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0126&i=861
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0027&i=189
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssco0031&i=82
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0105&i=106
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0106&i=143
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0107&i=103
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0109&i=218
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0111&i=324
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0112&i=339
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0046&i=525
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0048&i=107
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0030&i=54
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0017&i=362
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0130&i=477
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssia0131&i=279
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0244&i=133
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0257&i=92
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0261&i=233
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0281&i=616
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0069&i=130
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0081&i=263
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0093&i=891
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0053&i=1545
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sssc0031&i=1188
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=nyp.33433009067434&seq=116
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.a0001991355
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.a0001991355


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1916). Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1916. 1, 101–104. Retrieved from
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.a0001991389&seq=105

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1919). Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1919. 1, 358–359. Retrieved from
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_131769784.pdf

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1925). Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1925. 1, 291–297. Retrieved from
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.a0001991496&seq=5

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1945). Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1945. 1, 343–348. Retrieved from
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_187453301.pdf

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1946). Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1946. 1, 67. Retrieved from https:
//dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_190311198.pdf

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1956). Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1956. 1, 6–9. Retrieved
from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssga0109&i=8

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1981). Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1981. 1, 792. Retrieved from https:
//dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_416200087.pdf

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (1985). Acts andResolutions of theGeneral Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.1985. 1, 1657. Retrieved
from http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/ggpd/docs/2004/ga/l407/2004/v_p1.con/1.pdf

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (2000). Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.2000. 1, 618–622.
Retrieved from http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/ggpd/docs/2000/ga/l407/2000/v_p1/bk_p1.con/1.pdf

Legislature of the State of Georgia. (2004). Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia. yr.2004. 1, 107.
Retrieved from http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/ggpd/docs/2004/ga/l407/2004/v_p1.con/1.pdf

Legislature of the State of Texas. (2015). Texas House Bill No. 2398 (2015). Retrieved from https://capitol .texas.gov/tlodocs/84R/
billtext/html/HB02398F.HTM

Lleras-Muney, A. (2002). Were Compulsory Attendance and Child Labor Laws Effective: An Analysis from 1915 to 1939. Journal of Law
and Economics, Vol. XLV, No. 2(401-432). doi:https://doi.org/10.1086/340393

Lonnie Bunch. (n.d.). The Little Rock Nine. Retrieved from https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/little-rock-nine
Louisiana State Legislature. (1910). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 366–369. Retrieved from https :

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0235&i=366
Louisiana State Legislature. (1912). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 329–332. Retrieved from https :

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0237&i=329
Louisiana State Legislature. (1914). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 207, 247–249. Retrieved from https:

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0238&i=207
Louisiana State Legislature. (1916). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 59–60. Retrieved from https : / /

heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0240&i=59
Louisiana State Legislature. (1926). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 283–288. Retrieved from https :

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0247&i=288
Louisiana State Legislature. (1932). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 251–252. Retrieved from https://

heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0250&i=252
Louisiana State Legislature. (1944). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 711–716. Retrieved from https://

heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0127&i=713
Louisiana State Legislature. (1987). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 1286–1287. Retrieved from https:

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0061&i=1300
Louisiana State Legislature. (2001). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 2475–2476. Retrieved from https:

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0004&i=1213
Louisiana State Legislature. (2014). Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 2404–2406. Retrieved from https:

//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla9271&i=998
Lowcountry Digital History Initiative. (n.d.). Delaying school desegregation. Retrieved from https:// ldhi . library.cofc.edu/exhibits/

show/somebody_had_to_do_it/struggle_for_equal_ed/delaying_desegregation
Maryland State Legislature. (1902). Laws of the State of Maryland, 377–381. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/

ssmd0248&i=377
Maryland State Legislature. (1906). Laws of the State of Maryland, 284–288. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/

ssmd0248&i=377
Maryland State Legislature. (1912). Laws of the State of Maryland, 1212–1226. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/

ssmd0253&i=1212
Maryland State Legislature. (1922). Laws of the State of Maryland, 1047–1049. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.

ssl/ssmd0260&i=1049

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 132

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.a0001991389&seq=105
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_131769784.pdf
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.a0001991496&seq=5
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_187453301.pdf
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_190311198.pdf
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_190311198.pdf
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssga0109&i=8
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_416200087.pdf
https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/dlg/zlgl/pdfs/dlg_zlgl_416200087.pdf
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/ggpd/docs/2004/ga/l407/2004/v_p1.con/1.pdf
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/ggpd/docs/2000/ga/l407/2000/v_p1/bk_p1.con/1.pdf
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/ggpd/docs/2004/ga/l407/2004/v_p1.con/1.pdf
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/HB02398F.HTM
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/HB02398F.HTM
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1086/340393
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/little-rock-nine
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0235&i=366
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0235&i=366
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0237&i=329
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0237&i=329
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0238&i=207
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0238&i=207
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0240&i=59
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0240&i=59
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0247&i=288
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0247&i=288
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0250&i=252
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0250&i=252
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0127&i=713
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0127&i=713
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0061&i=1300
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0061&i=1300
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0004&i=1213
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla0004&i=1213
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla9271&i=998
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssla9271&i=998
https://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/somebody_had_to_do_it/struggle_for_equal_ed/delaying_desegregation
https://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/somebody_had_to_do_it/struggle_for_equal_ed/delaying_desegregation
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0248&i=377
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0248&i=377
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0248&i=377
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0248&i=377
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0253&i=1212
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0253&i=1212
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0260&i=1049
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0260&i=1049


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Maryland State Legislature. (1929). Laws of the State of Maryland, 1237–1238. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/
ssmd0263&i=1237

Maryland State Legislature. (1931). Laws of the State of Maryland, 444–445. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/
ssmd0265&i=445

Maryland State Legislature. (1950). Laws of the State of Maryland, 205–228. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/
ssmd0284&i=205

Maryland State Legislature. (1969). Laws of the State of Maryland, 931–932. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/
ssmd0318&i=931

Maryland State Legislature. (1991). Laws of the State of Maryland, 2695–2698. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.
ssl/ssmd0171&i=611

Maryland State Legislature. (2012). Laws of the State of Maryland, 3348–3356. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.
ssl/ssmd0482&i=382

Michigan State Compiler. (1871). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1871. 1, 1225–1227. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/
HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmi0139&i=1

Michigan State Compiler. (1883). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1883. 1, 149–152. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/
2027/uc1.a0001867969

Michigan State Compiler. (1895). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1895. 1, 203–205. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/
2027/mdp.39015034785942

Michigan State Compiler. (1897). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1897. 1, 77–78. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/
2027/mdp.39015034785967

Michigan State Compiler. (1905). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1905. 1, 296–300. Retrieved from https://www.google.
com/books/edition/Public_Acts_of_the_Legislature_of_the_St/kjM4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover

Michigan State Compiler. (1907). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1907. 1, 80–84. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/
books/edition/Public_and_Local_Acts_of_the_Legislature/ntT9zeg_F2gC?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PP1&printsec=frontcover

Michigan State Compiler. (1909). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1909. 1, 643–658. Retrieved from https://www.google.
com/books/edition/Public_and_Local_Acts_of_the_Legislature/k1QyAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA659&printsec=frontcover

Michigan State Compiler. (1911). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1911. 1, 384–389. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/
books/edition/Acts_of_the_Legislature_of_the_State_of/J3KvFTmsdzkC?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover

Michigan State Compiler. (1915). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1915. 1, 449–454. Retrieved from https://www.google.
com/books/edition/Public_Acts_of_the_Legislature_of_the_St/X-ZMAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA451&printsec=frontcover

Michigan State Compiler. (1919). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1919. 1, 759–760. Retrieved from https://www.google.
com/books/edition/Public_and_Local_Acts_of_the_Legislature/iTXiAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover

Michigan State Compiler. (1944). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1944. 1, 67–71. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/
2027/uc1.b3683426

Michigan State Compiler. (1947). The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan, 1947. 1, 67–71. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/
2027/uc1.b3683428

Michigan State Compiler. (1976). Act 451 of 1976. Retrieved from http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(5mg3ndqaev5isr0zv5i5eyyc))/mileg.
aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-Act-451-of-1976

Michigan State Compiler. (2009). Act No. 204; Public Acts of 2009, 1–9. Retrieved from http : / / www . legislature . mi . gov /
(S(hleoapqapndlxlknh050tbel))/documents/2009-2010/publicact/pdf/2009-PA-0204.pdf

Miller, E. (2017). North Carolina School Desegregation and Resegregation Timeline. Public School Forum of North Carolina. Retrieved
from https://www.ncforum.org/ncschooldesegregationtimeline/#:~:text=On%5C%20March%5C%2030th%5C%2C%5C%
201955%5C%2C%5C%20the,race%5C%20in%5C%20all%5C%20school%5C%20laws.

Minnesota State Legislature. (1885). General Laws of the State of Minnesota, 261–262. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/ssmn0151&i=284

Minnesota State Legislature. (1895). General Laws of the State of Minnesota, 386–389. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/ssmn0159&i=389

Minnesota State Legislature. (1897). General Laws of the State of Minnesota, 625–626. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/ssmn0160&i=638

Minnesota State Legislature. (1905). General Laws of the State of Minnesota, 398–399. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/ssmn0164&i=398

Minnesota State Legislature. (1907). General Laws of the State of Minnesota, 403–408. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/ssmn0165&i=416

Minnesota State Legislature. (1909). General Laws of the State of Minnesota, 476–479. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/ssmn0166&i=478

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 133

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0263&i=1237
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0263&i=1237
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0265&i=445
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0265&i=445
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0284&i=205
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0284&i=205
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0318&i=931
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0318&i=931
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0171&i=611
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0171&i=611
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0482&i=382
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmd0482&i=382
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmi0139&i=1
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmi0139&i=1
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.a0001867969
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.a0001867969
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015034785942
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015034785942
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015034785967
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015034785967
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_Acts_of_the_Legislature_of_the_St/kjM4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_Acts_of_the_Legislature_of_the_St/kjM4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_and_Local_Acts_of_the_Legislature/ntT9zeg_F2gC?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PP1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_and_Local_Acts_of_the_Legislature/ntT9zeg_F2gC?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PP1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_and_Local_Acts_of_the_Legislature/k1QyAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA659&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_and_Local_Acts_of_the_Legislature/k1QyAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA659&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_Legislature_of_the_State_of/J3KvFTmsdzkC?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_Legislature_of_the_State_of/J3KvFTmsdzkC?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_Acts_of_the_Legislature_of_the_St/X-ZMAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA451&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_Acts_of_the_Legislature_of_the_St/X-ZMAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA451&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_and_Local_Acts_of_the_Legislature/iTXiAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Public_and_Local_Acts_of_the_Legislature/iTXiAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PR1&printsec=frontcover
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683426
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683426
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683428
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683428
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(5mg3ndqaev5isr0zv5i5eyyc))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-Act-451-of-1976
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(5mg3ndqaev5isr0zv5i5eyyc))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-Act-451-of-1976
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hleoapqapndlxlknh050tbel))/documents/2009-2010/publicact/pdf/2009-PA-0204.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hleoapqapndlxlknh050tbel))/documents/2009-2010/publicact/pdf/2009-PA-0204.pdf
https://www.ncforum.org/ncschooldesegregationtimeline/#:~:text=On%5C%20March%5C%2030th%5C%2C%5C%201955%5C%2C%5C%20the,race%5C%20in%5C%20all%5C%20school%5C%20laws.
https://www.ncforum.org/ncschooldesegregationtimeline/#:~:text=On%5C%20March%5C%2030th%5C%2C%5C%201955%5C%2C%5C%20the,race%5C%20in%5C%20all%5C%20school%5C%20laws.
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0151&i=284
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0151&i=284
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0159&i=389
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0159&i=389
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0160&i=638
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0160&i=638
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0164&i=398
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0164&i=398
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0165&i=416
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0165&i=416
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0166&i=478
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0166&i=478


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Minnesota State Legislature. (1911). General Laws of the State of Minnesota, 483–486. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/ssmn0167&i=483

Minnesota State Legislature. (1953). Session Laws of the State of Minnesota, 433–434. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/ssmn0079&i=433

Minnesota State Legislature. (1967). Session Laws of the State of Minnesota, 162–163, 296–297. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/
HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0086&i=162

Minnesota State Legislature. (1988). Session Laws of the State of Minnesota, 1724–1725. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/ssmn0061&i=584

Minnesota State Legislature. (1997). Session Laws of the State of Minnesota, 3316–3317. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/ssmn0033&i=180

Minnesota State Legislature. (2013). Session Laws of the State of Minnesota, 1870. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/ssmn0190&i=244

Mississippi State Legislature. (1918). Laws of the State of Mississippi Passed at the Regular Session of theMississippi Legislature, 312–315.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0232&i=374

Mississippi State Legislature. (1920). Laws of the State ofMississippi Passed at the Regular Session of theMississippi Legislature, 216–219.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0233&i=312

Mississippi State Legislature. (1924). Laws of the State ofMississippi Passed at the Regular Session of theMississippi Legislature, 451–453,
464–465. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0235&i=512

Mississippi State Legislature. (1930). Laws of the State of Mississippi Passed at the Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature, 60–61.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0245&i=100

Mississippi State Legislature. (1956). Laws of the State of Mississippi Passed at the Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature,
366–367. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0077&i=366

Mississippi State Legislature. (1977). Laws of the State of Mississippi Passed at the Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature,
927–930. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0106&i=927

Mississippi State Legislature. (1982). Laws of the State of Mississippi Passed at the Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature, 30–59.
Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0052&i=199

Mississippi State Legislature. (1987). Laws of the State of Mississippi Passed at the Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature,
365–369. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0043&i=645

Mississippi State Legislature. (2003). Laws of the State of Mississippi Passed at the Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature,
274–279. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0007&i=524

Missouri General Assembly. (1905). Laws of Missouri, 146–148. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0139&i=
146

Missouri General Assembly. (1907). Laws of Missouri, 428–432. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0140&i=
428

Missouri General Assembly. (1911). Laws of Missouri, 132–137. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0142&i=132
Missouri General Assembly. (1919). Laws of Missouri, 681–686. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0146&i=

681
Missouri General Assembly. (1957). Laws of Missouri, 525–529. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0039&i=

525
Missouri General Assembly. (1990). Laws of Missouri, 593–594. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0019&i=

59
Missouri General Assembly. (1996). Laws ofMissouri, 317–319. Retrieved fromhttps://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0013&i=317
Missouri General Assembly. (2004). Laws of Missouri, 1009–1011. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0005&

i=1055
Missouri General Assembly. (2009). Laws of Missouri, 1020–1021. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0025&

i=1062
Morice, L., & Hunt, J. (2007). By the numbers: minimum attendance laws and inequality of educational opportunity in Missouri,

1865-1905. American Educational History Journal, 34(1-2). doi:link.gale.com/apps/doc/A252849362/AONE?u=usocal_main&sid=
googleScholar&xid=afe9451c

National Center for Education Statistics. (2020). Types of state and district requirements for kindergarten entrance and attendance,
by state: 2020. National Center for Education Statistics. Retrieved from https://nces.ed.gov/programs/statereform/tab1_3-
2020.asp

National Park Service. (n.d.). Setting the Precedent: Mendez, et al. v. Westminster School District of Orange County, et al. and the US
Courthouse and Post Office. Retrieved from https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/setting-the-precedent-mendez-et-al -v-
westminster-school-district-of-orange-county-et-al-and-the-us-courthouse-and-post-office.htm

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 134

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0167&i=483
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0167&i=483
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0079&i=433
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0079&i=433
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0086&i=162
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0086&i=162
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0061&i=584
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0061&i=584
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0033&i=180
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0033&i=180
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0190&i=244
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmn0190&i=244
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0232&i=374
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0233&i=312
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0235&i=512
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0245&i=100
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0077&i=366
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0106&i=927
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0052&i=199
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0043&i=645
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssms0007&i=524
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0139&i=146
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0139&i=146
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0140&i=428
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0140&i=428
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0142&i=132
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0146&i=681
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0146&i=681
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0039&i=525
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0039&i=525
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0019&i=59
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0019&i=59
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0013&i=317
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0005&i=1055
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0005&i=1055
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0025&i=1062
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssmo0025&i=1062
https://doi.org/link.gale.com/apps/doc/A252849362/AONE?u=usocal_main&sid=googleScholar&xid=afe9451c
https://doi.org/link.gale.com/apps/doc/A252849362/AONE?u=usocal_main&sid=googleScholar&xid=afe9451c
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/statereform/tab1_3-2020.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/statereform/tab1_3-2020.asp
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/setting-the-precedent-mendez-et-al-v-westminster-school-district-of-orange-county-et-al-and-the-us-courthouse-and-post-office.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/setting-the-precedent-mendez-et-al-v-westminster-school-district-of-orange-county-et-al-and-the-us-courthouse-and-post-office.htm


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Nebraska State Legislature. (1887). Laws, Joint Resolutions, andMemorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Nebraska,
613–614. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0119&i=633

Nebraska State Legislature. (1899). Laws, Joint Resolutions, andMemorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Nebraska,
363–365. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0126&i=395

Nebraska State Legislature. (1901). Laws, Joint Resolutions, andMemorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Nebraska,
454–458. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0127&i=488

Nebraska State Legislature. (1903). Laws, Joint Resolutions, andMemorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Nebraska,
549–553. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0128&i=593

Nebraska State Legislature. (1907). Laws, Joint Resolutions, andMemorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Nebraska,
258–269, 430–433. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0130&i=334

Nebraska State Legislature. (1919). Laws, Joint Resolutions, andMemorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Nebraska,
346–351, 1068–1073. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0137&i=376

Nebraska State Legislature. (1929). Laws, Joint Resolutions, andMemorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Nebraska,
340–341. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0142&i=340

Nebraska State Legislature. (1967). Laws, Joint Resolutions, andMemorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Nebraska,
803–810. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0078&i=803

Nebraska State Legislature. (2004). Laws, Joint Resolutions, and Memorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of
Nebraska, 231–233. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0008&i=319

Nebraska State Legislature. (2012). Laws, Joint Resolutions, andMemorials, Passed by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Nebraska,
812–814. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0154&i=306

New Jersey State Legislature. (1875). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, 99th Legislature, 105–106. Retrieved from https://dspace.
njstatelib.org/handle/10929/69978

New Jersey State Legislature. (1883). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, 107th Legislature, 59–61. Retrieved from https://dspace.
njstatelib.org/handle/10929/69970

New Jersey State Legislature. (1885). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, 109th Legislature, 280–284. Retrieved from https://hdl.
handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683736

New Jersey State Legislature. (1903). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, 127th Legislature, 59, 386–387. Retrieved from https://hdl.
handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683752

New Jersey State Legislature. (1908). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, 132nd Legislature, 445–446. Retrieved from https://www.
google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_General_Assembly_of_the_Stat/8Vk4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=attend%
20school&printsec=frontcover

New Jersey State Legislature. (1913). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, 137th Legislature, 399–400. Retrieved from https://hdl.
handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683760

New Jersey State Legislature. (1914). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, 138th Legislature, 463–464. Retrieved from https://hdl.
handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683761

New Jersey State Legislature. (1940). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, 164th Legislature, 331–346. Retrieved from https : / /
heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnj0134&i=331

New Jersey State Legislature. (1965). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, 189th Legislature, 727–729. Retrieved from https : / /
heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnj0070&i=731

New Jersey State Legislature. (1967). Acts of the Legislature of New Jersey. 1, 884. Retrieved from https://dspace.njstatelib.org/items/
a1a9623b-e923-4f36-9b3d-b4da2aab4c27

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (1894). Laws of the State of New York. 2, 1682–1687. Retrieved from https://books.
google.com/books?id=ApI4AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (1897). Laws of the State of New York. 2, 477. Retrieved from https://www.google.
com/books/edition/Laws_of_the_State_of_New_York/vWE4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA481&printsec=frontcover

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (1903). Laws of the State of New York. 2, 1064–1069. Retrieved from https://books.
google.com/books?id=KIE4AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (1909). Laws of the State of New York. 2, 880–888. Retrieved from https://books.
google.com/books?id=aYQ4AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (1928). Laws of the State of New York. 2, 1399–1415. Retrieved from https://nysl.
ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/f/4b0104d9-2ed5-4080-a89a-b5790ea0afce

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (1935). Laws of the State of New York. 1, 991–999. Retrieved from https://nysl.ptfs.
com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/i/2d0a2ced-25fc-49f3-80e6-5244f35e4739

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (1940). Laws of the State of New York. 2, 1961. Retrieved from https://nysl.ptfs.
com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/s/2baef11f-09d3-4941-a3ac-cce6843bebbe

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 135

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0119&i=633
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0126&i=395
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0127&i=488
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0128&i=593
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0130&i=334
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0137&i=376
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0142&i=340
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0078&i=803
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0008&i=319
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssne0154&i=306
https://dspace.njstatelib.org/handle/10929/69978
https://dspace.njstatelib.org/handle/10929/69978
https://dspace.njstatelib.org/handle/10929/69970
https://dspace.njstatelib.org/handle/10929/69970
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683736
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683736
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683752
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683752
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_General_Assembly_of_the_Stat/8Vk4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=attend%20school&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_General_Assembly_of_the_Stat/8Vk4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=attend%20school&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_General_Assembly_of_the_Stat/8Vk4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=attend%20school&printsec=frontcover
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683760
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683760
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683761
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3683761
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnj0134&i=331
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnj0134&i=331
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnj0070&i=731
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnj0070&i=731
https://dspace.njstatelib.org/items/a1a9623b-e923-4f36-9b3d-b4da2aab4c27
https://dspace.njstatelib.org/items/a1a9623b-e923-4f36-9b3d-b4da2aab4c27
https://books.google.com/books?id=ApI4AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=ApI4AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Laws_of_the_State_of_New_York/vWE4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA481&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Laws_of_the_State_of_New_York/vWE4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA481&printsec=frontcover
https://books.google.com/books?id=KIE4AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=KIE4AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=aYQ4AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=aYQ4AAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/f/4b0104d9-2ed5-4080-a89a-b5790ea0afce
https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/f/4b0104d9-2ed5-4080-a89a-b5790ea0afce
https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/i/2d0a2ced-25fc-49f3-80e6-5244f35e4739
https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/i/2d0a2ced-25fc-49f3-80e6-5244f35e4739
https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/s/2baef11f-09d3-4941-a3ac-cce6843bebbe
https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/s/2baef11f-09d3-4941-a3ac-cce6843bebbe


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (1960). Laws of the State of New York. 2, 2264–2267. Retrieved from https://nysl.
ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/f/eefe0f4d-c522-4231-a1f2-661c31f5924b

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (1968). Laws of the State of New York. 1, 698. Retrieved from https://nysl.ptfs.
com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/s/6760f06d-4c31-45d8-8c2a-72fd098a48f9e

New York State Legislative Bill Drafting Commission. (2019). Laws of the State of New York. 1, 1756–1757. Retrieved from https : / /
heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssny0496&i=1757

North Carolina State Legislature. (1907). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 1284–1287. Retrieved from https:
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0092&i=1342

North Carolina State Legislature. (1913). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 110–111, 267–270. Retrieved from
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0100&i=138

North Carolina State Legislature. (1915). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 305–313. Retrieved from https :
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0106&i=341

North Carolina State Legislature. (1917). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 377–378. Retrieved from https :
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0109&i=409

North Carolina State Legislature. (1919). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 273–276. Retrieved from https :
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0113&i=313

North Carolina State Legislature. (1923). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 418–420. Retrieved from https:
//ia902208.us.archive.org/10/items/publiclawsresolu1923nort/publiclawsresolu1923nort.pdf#page=0358

North Carolina State Legislature. (1927). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 618–619. Retrieved from https :
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0128&i=696

North Carolina State Legislature. (1937). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 642–649. Retrieved from https:
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0134&i=732

North Carolina State Legislature. (1945). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 1133–1134. Retrieved from https:
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0047&i=1183

North Carolina State Legislature. (1955). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 1598–1600. Retrieved from https:
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0052&i=1646

North Carolina State Legislature. (1956). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 13–14. Retrieved from https ://
heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0053&i=61

North Carolina State Legislature. (1975). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 889. Retrieved from https : / /
heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0063&i=891

North Carolina State Legislature. (1991). Public Laws and Resolutions of the State of North Carolina, 153–156. Retrieved from https :
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0026&i=204

O’Brien, T. (1993). Georgia’s Response to ”Brown v. Board of Education”: The Rise and Fall of Massive Resistance, 1949-1961. Educational
Resources Information Center. Retrieved from https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED360454

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (1874). The Statutes of California, Passed at the Twentieth Session of the Legislature, 1873-74.
1, 751–753. Retrieved from https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1873/1873_
74statutes.PDF

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (1903). The Statutes of California, Passed at the Thirty-Fifth Session of the Legislature, 1903. 1,
388–389. Retrieved from https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1903/1903.PDF#
page=69F

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (1905). The Statutes of California, Passed at the Thirty-Sixth Session of the Legislature, 1905. 1,
388–389. Retrieved from https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1905/1905.PDF#
page=51

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (1911). The Statutes of California, Passed at the Thirty-Ninth Session of the Legislature, 1911. 1,
949–950. Retrieved from https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1910_11/1911.pdf#
page=53

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (1919). The Statutes of California, Passed at the Forty-Third Session of the Legislature, 1919. 1,
949–950. Retrieved from https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1919/19Vol1_
Chapters.pdf

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (1921). The Statutes of California, Passed at the Forty-Fourth Session of the Legislature, 1921. 1,
1673–1674. Retrieved from https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1921/21Vol1_
Chapters.pdf

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (1967). The Statutes of California, Passed at the Fifty-Fifth Session of the Legislature, 1967. 2, 3242.
Retrieved from https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1967/67Vol2.PDF

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (1977). The Statutes of California, 1977-78 Regular Session. 1977 Chapters. 2, 4107–4109. Retrieved
from https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1977/77Vol2.PDF

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 136

https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/f/eefe0f4d-c522-4231-a1f2-661c31f5924b
https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/f/eefe0f4d-c522-4231-a1f2-661c31f5924b
https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/s/6760f06d-4c31-45d8-8c2a-72fd098a48f9e
https://nysl.ptfs.com/aw-server/rest/product/purl/NYSL/s/6760f06d-4c31-45d8-8c2a-72fd098a48f9e
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssny0496&i=1757
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssny0496&i=1757
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0092&i=1342
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0092&i=1342
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0100&i=138
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0106&i=341
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0106&i=341
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0109&i=409
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0109&i=409
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0113&i=313
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0113&i=313
https://ia902208.us.archive.org/10/items/publiclawsresolu1923nort/publiclawsresolu1923nort.pdf#page=0358
https://ia902208.us.archive.org/10/items/publiclawsresolu1923nort/publiclawsresolu1923nort.pdf#page=0358
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0128&i=696
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0128&i=696
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0134&i=732
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0134&i=732
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0047&i=1183
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0047&i=1183
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0052&i=1646
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0052&i=1646
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0053&i=61
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0053&i=61
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0063&i=891
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0063&i=891
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0026&i=204
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssnc0026&i=204
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED360454
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1873/1873_74statutes.PDF
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1873/1873_74statutes.PDF
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1903/1903.PDF#page=69F
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1903/1903.PDF#page=69F
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1905/1905.PDF#page=51
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1905/1905.PDF#page=51
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1910_11/1911.pdf#page=53
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1910_11/1911.pdf#page=53
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1919/19Vol1_Chapters.pdf
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1919/19Vol1_Chapters.pdf
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1921/21Vol1_Chapters.pdf
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1921/21Vol1_Chapters.pdf
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1967/67Vol2.PDF
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1977/77Vol2.PDF


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (1987). The Statutes of California and Digests of Measures. 1987. General Laws, Amendments to
the Codes, and Resolutions passed by the California Legislature. 3a, 5457. Retrieved from https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/
clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1987/87Vol3.PDF

Office of the Chief Clerk of California. (2010). California Session Laws: Statutes and Code Amendments. 2009-2010 Regular Session,
3974–3977. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssca0306&i=266

Ohio 62nd General Assembly. (1877). Acts of the State of Ohio., 57–59. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_
of_the_State_of_Ohio/LJg4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover

Ohio 68th General Assembly. (1889). Acts of the State of Ohio., 333–338. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_
of_the_State_of_Ohio/tJs4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover

Ohio 69th General Assembly. (1890). Acts of the State of Ohio., 161, 316–317. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/books/edition/
Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/r_MqAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=310

Ohio 76th General Assembly. (1904). Acts of the State of Ohio., 321–323. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_
of_the_State_of_Ohio/xNwgAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover

Ohio 78th General Assembly. (1910). Acts of the State of Ohio., 312. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_
the_State_of_Ohio/xaU4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover

Ohio 80th General Assembly. (1913). Acts of the State of Ohio., 898–902. Retrieved from https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_
of_the_State_of_Ohio/Y5c4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=898&printsec=frontcover

Ohio 84th General Assembly. (1921). Acts of the State of Ohio., 378–390. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/
ssoh0256&i=378

Ohio General Assembly. (1900). Acts of the State of Ohio., 2238–2239, 3377. Retrieved from https : / / hdl . handle . net / 2027 / umn .
31951d02222587h

Ohio General Assembly. (1943). Acts of the State of Ohio., 563–611. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3838069
Ohio General Assembly. (2001). Acts of the State of Ohio., 4687. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssoh0010&

i=566
Oklahoma State Legislature. (1907). State of Oklahoma Session Laws of 1907-1908, 393–395. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/

HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0089&i=401
Oklahoma State Legislature. (1909). State of Oklahoma Session Laws of 1909, 629–634. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?

h=hein.ssl/ssok0091&i=651
Oklahoma State Legislature. (1919). State of Oklahoma Session Laws of 1919, 95–97. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=

hein.ssl/ssok0098&i=123
Oklahoma State Legislature. (1936). Oklahoma Session Laws of 1936-1937, 175. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.

ssl/ssok0111&i=255
Oklahoma State Legislature. (1961). Oklahoma Official Session Laws 1961, 553–554. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=

hein.ssl/ssok0063&i=573
Oklahoma State Legislature. (1989). Oklahoma Session Laws 1989 Supplement, 181–183. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?

h=hein.ssl/ssok0043&i=207
Oklahoma State Legislature. (1991). Oklahoma Session Laws 1991 Volume 1, 681–687. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=

hein.ssl/ssok0030&i=793
Oklahoma State Legislature. (1994). Oklahoma Session Laws 1994 Volume I, 698. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.

ssl/ssok0036&i=832
Pahowka, G. (2006). Voices of Moderation: SouthernWhites Respond to Brown v. Board of Education. The Gettysburg Historical Journal,

5(6). Retrieved from https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ghj/vol5/iss1/6
Pennsylvania Department of Education. (2020). Compulsory school attendance, unlawful absences, and school attendance

improvement conferences. Pennsylvania Department of Education. Retrieved from https : / /www.education .pa . gov /Policy -
Funding/BECS/Purdons/Pages/CompulsorySchoolAttendance.aspx

Pennsylvania State General Assembly. (1895). Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania., 72–75. Retrieved
from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/njp.32101045808472

Pennsylvania State General Assembly. (1897). Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania., 30–34, 248–254.
Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/njp.32101045808266

Pennsylvania State General Assembly. (1905). Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania., 352–361. Retrieved
from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.a0001822899

Pennsylvania State General Assembly. (1915). Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania., 286–295. Retrieved
from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.a0001822949

Pennsylvania State General Assembly. (1925). Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania., 628–633. Retrieved
from https://www.google.com/books/edition/Laws_of_the_General_Assembly_of_the_Comm/yCJOAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&
pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 137

https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1987/87Vol3.PDF
https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/archive/Statutes/1987/87Vol3.PDF
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssca0306&i=266
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/LJg4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/LJg4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/tJs4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/tJs4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/r_MqAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=310
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/r_MqAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=310
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/xNwgAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/xNwgAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/xaU4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/xaU4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/Y5c4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=898&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Acts_of_the_State_of_Ohio/Y5c4AAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=898&printsec=frontcover
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssoh0256&i=378
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssoh0256&i=378
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/umn.31951d02222587h
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/umn.31951d02222587h
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3838069
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssoh0010&i=566
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssoh0010&i=566
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0089&i=401
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0089&i=401
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0091&i=651
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0091&i=651
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0098&i=123
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0098&i=123
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0111&i=255
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0111&i=255
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0063&i=573
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0063&i=573
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0043&i=207
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0043&i=207
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0030&i=793
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0030&i=793
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0036&i=832
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssok0036&i=832
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ghj/vol5/iss1/6
https://www.education.pa.gov/Policy-Funding/BECS/Purdons/Pages/CompulsorySchoolAttendance.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Policy-Funding/BECS/Purdons/Pages/CompulsorySchoolAttendance.aspx
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/njp.32101045808472
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/njp.32101045808266
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.a0001822899
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.a0001822949
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Laws_of_the_General_Assembly_of_the_Comm/yCJOAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Laws_of_the_General_Assembly_of_the_Comm/yCJOAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Pennsylvania State General Assembly. (1927). Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania., 442–444. Retrieved
from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3830901

Pennsylvania State General Assembly. (1937). Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania., 159–162. Retrieved
from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3020233

Pennsylvania State General Assembly. (1961). Laws of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania., 1107–1115. Retrieved
from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3830925

Pennsylvania State General Assembly. (2019). PUBLIC SCHOOL CODE OF 1949 - OMNIBUS AMENDMENTS Act of Jun. 28, 2019, P.L. 117,
1107–1115. Retrieved from https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2019&sessInd=0&
smthLwInd=0&act=0016

Pierce, R. (2024). The Racist History Of “School Choice”. Forbes. Retrieved from https://www.forbes.com/sites/raymondpierce/2021/
05/06/the-racist-history-of-school-choice/

Pierce v. Hill Military Academy. (1925). 268 U.S. 510, 45 S. Ct. 571, 69 L.Ed. 1070. Retrieved from https : / /www . law . cornell . edu /
supremecourt/text/268/510

Pierce v. Society of Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary. (1925). 268 U.S. 510, 45 S. Ct. 571. Retrieved from https://casetext.
com/case/pierce-v-society-of-the-sisters-of-the-holy-names-of-jesus-and-mary-same-v-hill-military-academy

Plessy v. Ferguson. (1896). 163 U.S. 537. Retrieved from https://casetext.com/case/plessy-v-ferguson
Potter, H. (2022). School Segregation in U.S. Metro Areas. The Century Foundation. Retrieved from https://tcf.org/content/report/

school-segregation-in-u-s-metro-areas/
Pride, N. (1908). Incidents preceding the louisiana child labor law of 1912. The Journal of Louisiana Historical Association. Retrieved

from https://www.jstor.org/stable/4231822
Proclamation 2714—Cessation of Hostilities of World War II. (1946). https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/232396.. Accessed:

2023-08-16.
Ramsey, S. (n.d.). The Troubled History of American Education after the Brown Decision. The Organization of American Historians.

Retrieved from https://tcf.org/content/report/school-segregation-in-u-s-metro-areas/
Rodriguez, N. (2013). ’Blitz to 96’ a success; age 18 policy to be implemented statewide. Retrieved from https://www.kentuckyteacher.

org/news/2013/07/blitz-to-96-a-success-age-18-policy-to-be-implemented-statewide/
Schuman, M. (2017). History of child labor in the united states —part 1: Little children working. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Retrieved

from https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2017/article/history-of-child-labor-in-the-united-states-part-1.htm
Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. (1997). Acts and Resolves, 340–361. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?

h=hein.ssl/ssma0045&i=346
Solomon, W. (1955). Desegregation in Public Education in South Carolina. Journal of Negro Education, 24(3), 327–332. doi:https://doi.

org/10.2307/2293462
Southern Education Reporting Service. (1955a).
Southern Education Reporting Service. (1955b). Southern School News, 3. Retrieved from https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.

edu/lccn/sn59049440/1955-02-03/ed-1/seq-3/
Southern Education Reporting Service. (1957). Southern School News, 12–13. Retrieved from https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.

edu/lccn/sn59049440/1957-04-01/ed-1/seq-12/
Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education. (1971). 402 U.S.1 281. Retrieved from https://www.oyez.org/cases/1970/281
Tailsa Trevino et. al. (2024). 70 years after Brown v. Board of Education, many schools remain segregated: Data analysis. Retrieved from

https://abcnews.go.com/US/70-years-after-brown-board-education-schools-remain/story?id=110235992
Tennessee State Legislature. (1905). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 54th General Assembly, 1040–1044. Retrieved from https : / /

heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0149&i=1040
Tennessee State Legislature. (1911). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 57th General Assembly, 108–110. Retrieved from https://heinonline.

org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0152&i=104
Tennessee State Legislature. (1913). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 58th General Assembly, Public Acts, Regular and 1st-2nd Extra

Sessions, 19–24. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0154&i=33
Tennessee State Legislature. (1919). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 61st General Assembly, 537–539. Retrieved from https://heinonline.

org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0160&i=549
Tennessee State Legislature. (1947). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 75th General Assembly, 384–393, 497. Retrieved from https : / /

heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0065&i=384
Tennessee State Legislature. (1949). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 76th General Assembly, 689–702. Retrieved from https://heinonline.

org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0068&i=689
Tennessee State Legislature. (1961). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 82nd General Assembly, 510–511. Retrieved from https://heinonline.

org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0082&i=510
Tennessee State Legislature. (1965). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 84th General Assembly, 877–878. Retrieved from https://heinonline.

org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0086&i=877

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 138

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3830901
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3020233
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3830925
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2019&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=0016
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2019&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=0016
https://www.forbes.com/sites/raymondpierce/2021/05/06/the-racist-history-of-school-choice/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/raymondpierce/2021/05/06/the-racist-history-of-school-choice/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/268/510
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/268/510
https://casetext.com/case/pierce-v-society-of-the-sisters-of-the-holy-names-of-jesus-and-mary-same-v-hill-military-academy
https://casetext.com/case/pierce-v-society-of-the-sisters-of-the-holy-names-of-jesus-and-mary-same-v-hill-military-academy
https://casetext.com/case/plessy-v-ferguson
https://tcf.org/content/report/school-segregation-in-u-s-metro-areas/
https://tcf.org/content/report/school-segregation-in-u-s-metro-areas/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4231822
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/232396.
https://tcf.org/content/report/school-segregation-in-u-s-metro-areas/
https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/news/2013/07/blitz-to-96-a-success-age-18-policy-to-be-implemented-statewide/
https://www.kentuckyteacher.org/news/2013/07/blitz-to-96-a-success-age-18-policy-to-be-implemented-statewide/
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2017/article/history-of-child-labor-in-the-united-states-part-1.htm
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0045&i=346
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssma0045&i=346
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.2307/2293462
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.2307/2293462
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn59049440/1955-02-03/ed-1/seq-3/
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn59049440/1955-02-03/ed-1/seq-3/
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn59049440/1957-04-01/ed-1/seq-12/
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn59049440/1957-04-01/ed-1/seq-12/
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1970/281
https://abcnews.go.com/US/70-years-after-brown-board-education-schools-remain/story?id=110235992
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0149&i=1040
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0149&i=1040
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0152&i=104
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0152&i=104
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0154&i=33
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0160&i=549
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0160&i=549
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0065&i=384
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0065&i=384
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0068&i=689
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0068&i=689
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0082&i=510
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0082&i=510
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0086&i=877
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0086&i=877


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Tennessee State Legislature. (1976). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 89th General Assembly, 218–228. Retrieved from https://heinonline.
org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0106&i=242

Tennessee State Legislature. (1992). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 97th General Assembly, Public Acts, 2nd Regular and Extraordinary
Sessions, 45. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0031&i=57

Tennessee State Legislature. (1997). Acts of the State of Tennessee, 100th General Assembly, Public Acts and Resolutions, 1st Regular
Session, 707–709. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0023&i=717

Texas Secretary of State. (1915). General and special laws of the State of Texas, 34th legislature, 92–98. Retrieved from https://hdl.
handle.net/2027/iau.31858017017330

Texas Secretary of State. (1923). General and special laws of the State of Texas, 38th legislature, 92–98. Retrieved from https://hdl.
handle.net/2027/mdp.35112104386315

Texas Secretary of State. (1963). General and Special Laws of The State of Texas Passed By The Third Called Session of the Fifty-Seventh
Legislature and the Regular Session of the Fifty-Eighth Legislature, 367–368. Retrieved from https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:
/67531/metapth221759/

Texas Secretary of State. (1965). General and special laws of the State of Texas, 59th Legislature. 1, 183–184. Retrieved from https :
//texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221762/m1/1/

Texas Secretary of State. (1973). General and Special Laws of The State of Texas Passed By The Second, Third and Fourth Called Sessions of
the Sixty-Second Legislature and the Regular Session of the Sixty-Third Legislature, 769–770. Retrieved from https://texashistory.
unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221792/

Texas Secretary of State. (1981). General and special laws of the State of Texas, 67th Legislature, 2233–2236. Retrieved from https :
//texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221801/

Texas Secretary of State. (1985). General and Special Laws of The State of Texas Passed By The Second Called Session of the Sixty-Eighth
Legislature and the Regular Session of the Sixty-Ninth Legislature, 167–168. Retrieved from https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:
/67531/metapth221803/

Texas Secretary of State. (1995). General and Special Laws of The State of Texas Passed By The Regular Session of the Seventy-Fourth
Legislature. 3, 2291. Retrieved from https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth307688/

Texas Secretary of State. (1997). General and Special Laws of The State of Texas Passed By The Regular Session of the Seventy-Fifth
Legislature. 4, 3723–3724. Retrieved from https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221823/

U.S. Department of Labor. (2023). Fair Labor Standards Act. Retrieved July 26, 2023, from https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/flsa
United States Congress. (1916). An Act to Prevent Interstate Commerce in the Products of Child Labor, and for Other Purposes. National

Archives Catalog. Retrieved from https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5730381
United States Congress. (1919). Revenue Act of 1918. Cornell University Library. Retrieved from https : / / archive . org / details /

cu31924030264661/page/n5/mode/2up
Vaughan, K. (2008). School Desegregation in Norfolk, Virginia. Old Dominion University. Retrieved from https://exhibits.lib.odu.edu/

exhibits/show/sdinv/timeline/1956
Virginia State Legislature. (1908). Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, 640–642. Retrieved

from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0125&i=640
Virginia State Legislature. (1914). Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, 671–673. Retrieved

from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0128&i=671
Virginia State Legislature. (1918). Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, 752–754. Retrieved

from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0131&i=752
Virginia State Legislature. (1920a). Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, 74. Retrieved

from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0133&i=74
Virginia State Legislature. (1920b). Pollard’s Supplement to the Code of Virginia: 1922, 57. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/2027/

nyp.33433007051935?urlappend=%3Bseq=125%3Bownerid=27021597767027838-161
Virginia State Legislature. (1922). Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, 641–645. Retrieved

from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0134&i=641
Virginia State Legislature. (1928). Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, 1214–1215. Retrieved

from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0139&i=1214
Virginia State Legislature. (1934). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 241–243. Retrieved from https : / /

heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0142&i=379
Virginia State Legislature. (1942). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 48–49. Retrieved from https : / /

heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0147&i=48
Virginia State Legislature. (1948). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 551–558. Retrieved from https : / /

heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0153&i=551
Virginia State Legislature. (1952). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 376. Retrieved from https://heinonline.

org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0056&i=376

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 139

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0106&i=242
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0106&i=242
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0031&i=57
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sstn0023&i=717
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/iau.31858017017330
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/iau.31858017017330
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112104386315
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.35112104386315
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221759/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221759/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221762/m1/1/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221762/m1/1/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221792/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221792/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221801/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221801/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221803/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221803/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth307688/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth221823/
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/flsa
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/5730381
https://archive.org/details/cu31924030264661/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/cu31924030264661/page/n5/mode/2up
https://exhibits.lib.odu.edu/exhibits/show/sdinv/timeline/1956
https://exhibits.lib.odu.edu/exhibits/show/sdinv/timeline/1956
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0125&i=640
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0128&i=671
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0131&i=752
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0133&i=74
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433007051935?urlappend=%3Bseq=125%3Bownerid=27021597767027838-161
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433007051935?urlappend=%3Bseq=125%3Bownerid=27021597767027838-161
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0134&i=641
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0139&i=1214
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0142&i=379
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0142&i=379
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0147&i=48
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0147&i=48
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0153&i=551
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0153&i=551
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0056&i=376
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0056&i=376


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Virginia State Legislature. (1956). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 929. Retrieved fromhttps://heinonline.
org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0058&i=941

Virginia State Legislature. (1968). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 244–247. Retrieved from https : //
heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0066&i=244

Virginia State Legislature. (1976). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 1016–1019. Retrieved from https :
//heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0078&i=124

Virginia State Legislature. (1989). Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 751. Retrieved from https://heinonline.
org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0106&i=757

Washington Department of Labor and Industries. (1976). Washington Administrative Code 296-125-027, 1–4. Retrieved from https :
/ /www .westlaw . com/Document /N07B699F45A9049D483D99FE2A2FEFB39 / View / FullText . html ? transitionType =Default &
contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0

Washington State Legislature. (1871). Statutes of the Territory of Washington, 29–30. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/sswa0137&i=29

Washington State Legislature. (1877). Statutes of the Territory of Washington, 277–283. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/sswa0140&i=278

Washington State Legislature. (1883). Statutes of the Territory of Washington, 23–24. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/sswa0143&i=24

Washington State Legislature. (1897). Statutes of the Territory of Washington, 385. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/sswa0097&i=385

Washington State Legislature. (1899). Session Laws of the State of Washington, 280–284. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0098&i=280

Washington State Legislature. (1903). Session Laws of the State of Washington, 55–58, 157–185, 261. Retrieved from https://heinonline.
org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0100&i=55

Washington State Legislature. (1905). Session Laws of the State of Washington, 316–319. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/sswa0101&i=316

Washington State Legislature. (1909). Session Laws of the State of Washington, 364–365, 890–1030. Retrieved from https://heinonline.
org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0103&i=364

Washington State Legislature. (1969). Session Laws of the State of Washington, 821–823, 1720–1721. Retrieved from https://heinonline.
org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0080&i=825

Washington State Legislature. (1973). Session Laws of the State of Washington, 1140. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/sswa0085&i=1148

Washington State Legislature. (1996). Session Laws of the State of Washington, 455–463. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0022&i=485

Washington State Legislature. (1999). Session Laws of the State of Washington, 1628–1634. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0029&i=471

Washington State Legislature. (n.d.). Washington Administrative Code (WAC). Retrieved from https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.
aspx?cite=392-335-010#:~:text=WSR%5C%2007%5C%2D04%5C%2D049%5C%2C,Statutory%5C%20Authority%5C%3A%
5C%202006%5C%20c%5C%20263.

West Virginia State Legislature. (1897). Acts Passed By the Legislature of West Virginia, 205–206. Retrieved from https://heinonline.
org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0109&i=215

West Virginia State Legislature. (1905). Acts Passed of the Legislature of West Virginia, 491–492. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/
HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0114&i=499

West Virginia State Legislature. (1908). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 147–148. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/sswv0116&i=153

West Virginia State Legislature. (1911). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 151–153. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/sswv0118&i=167

West Virginia State Legislature. (1919). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 94–99. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/sswv0124&i=112

West Virginia State Legislature. (1927). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 113–116. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/sswv0132&i=133

West Virginia State Legislature. (1939). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 277–285, 375–382. Retrieved from https://heinonline.
org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0144&i=305

West Virginia State Legislature. (1943). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 164–165. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/sswv0053&i=190

West Virginia State Legislature. (1975). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 482–487. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/sswv0073&i=506

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 140

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0058&i=941
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0058&i=941
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0066&i=244
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0066&i=244
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0078&i=124
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0078&i=124
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0106&i=757
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/ssva0106&i=757
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/N07B699F45A9049D483D99FE2A2FEFB39/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/N07B699F45A9049D483D99FE2A2FEFB39/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/N07B699F45A9049D483D99FE2A2FEFB39/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0137&i=29
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0137&i=29
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0140&i=278
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0140&i=278
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0143&i=24
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0143&i=24
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0097&i=385
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0097&i=385
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0098&i=280
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0098&i=280
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0100&i=55
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0100&i=55
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0101&i=316
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0101&i=316
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0103&i=364
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0103&i=364
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0080&i=825
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0080&i=825
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0085&i=1148
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0085&i=1148
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0022&i=485
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0022&i=485
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0029&i=471
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswa0029&i=471
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-335-010#:~:text=WSR%5C%2007%5C%2D04%5C%2D049%5C%2C,Statutory%5C%20Authority%5C%3A%5C%202006%5C%20c%5C%20263.
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-335-010#:~:text=WSR%5C%2007%5C%2D04%5C%2D049%5C%2C,Statutory%5C%20Authority%5C%3A%5C%202006%5C%20c%5C%20263.
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-335-010#:~:text=WSR%5C%2007%5C%2D04%5C%2D049%5C%2C,Statutory%5C%20Authority%5C%3A%5C%202006%5C%20c%5C%20263.
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0109&i=215
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0109&i=215
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0114&i=499
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0114&i=499
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0116&i=153
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0116&i=153
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0118&i=167
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0118&i=167
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0124&i=112
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0124&i=112
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0132&i=133
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0132&i=133
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0144&i=305
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0144&i=305
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0053&i=190
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0053&i=190
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0073&i=506
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0073&i=506


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

West Virginia State Legislature. (1990). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 1561. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=
hein.ssl/sswv0032&i=1589

West Virginia State Legislature. (2002). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 341–343. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0005&i=397

West Virginia State Legislature. (2010). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 735–744. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0009&i=738

West Virginia State Legislature. (2013). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 724–727. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?
h=hein.ssl/sswv0147&i=764

West Virginia State Legislature. (2016). Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia, 707–709. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/
P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0155&i=757

Westminster School Dist. of Orange County v. Mendez. (1946). 161 F.2d 774 (9th Cir. 1947). Retrieved from https://law.justia.com/cases/
federal/appellate-courts/F2/161/774/1566460/

Wisconsin State Legislature. (1877). Laws of Wisconsin, 601. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0130&i=601
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1879). Laws of Wisconsin, 155–156. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0132&i=

155
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1889). Laws of Wisconsin, 729–733. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0142&

i=729
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1891). Laws of Wisconsin, 217–219. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0144&i=

219
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1899). Laws of Wisconsin, 474–477. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0151&i=

476
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1903). Laws of Wisconsin, 279–281, 561–565. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/

sswi0153&i=281
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1909). Laws of Wisconsin, 376–381. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0157&

i=1482
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1911). Laws of Wisconsin, 567–576, 1000. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/

sswi0158&i=567
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1917). Laws of Wisconsin, 471–473. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0163&i=

475
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1921). Laws of Wisconsin, 850–851. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0168&

i=850
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1935). Laws of Wisconsin, 215–217. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0177&i=

219
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1937). Laws of Wisconsin, 26–38. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0179&i=26
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1967). Laws of Wisconsin, 43. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0049&i=47
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1971). Laws of Wisconsin, 1027–1041. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0052&

i=1031
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1975). Laws of Wisconsin, 246. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0054&i=250
Wisconsin State Legislature. (1979). Laws ofWisconsin, 1466–1470. Retrieved fromhttps://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0058&

i=715
Wisconsin State Legislature. (2009). Laws of Wisconsin, 894–895. Retrieved from https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0032&

i=914
Wisconsin v. Yoder. (1972). 406 U.S. 205. Retrieved from https://casetext.com/case/wisconsin-v-yoder

Policy Explorer Series 2024 © Gateway to Global Aging Data References — Return to Table of Contents 141

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0032&i=1589
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0032&i=1589
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0005&i=397
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0005&i=397
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0009&i=738
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0009&i=738
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0147&i=764
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0147&i=764
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0155&i=757
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswv0155&i=757
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/F2/161/774/1566460/
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/F2/161/774/1566460/
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0130&i=601
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0132&i=155
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0132&i=155
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0142&i=729
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0142&i=729
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0144&i=219
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0144&i=219
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0151&i=476
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0151&i=476
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0153&i=281
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0153&i=281
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0157&i=1482
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0157&i=1482
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0158&i=567
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0158&i=567
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0163&i=475
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0163&i=475
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0168&i=850
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0168&i=850
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0177&i=219
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0177&i=219
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0179&i=26
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0049&i=47
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0052&i=1031
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0052&i=1031
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0054&i=250
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0058&i=715
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0058&i=715
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0032&i=914
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/sswi0032&i=914
https://casetext.com/case/wisconsin-v-yoder


USA COMPULSORY SCHOOLING POLICY DETAILS

Glossary of terms

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka: Brown v. Board of Education was a 1954 U.S. Supreme Court decision that determined that
segregation in schools by race was unconstitutional. As a result, schools were required to integrate.

Cities of the first/second/third class: Each state classifies its cities based on their size, and each state’s definitions have evolved over
time. In several instances, compulsory schooling law changes only impacted cities or districts of the first (or second) class, which were
the largest cities or districts in

Effective school year for enrollment: The twelve-month period during which an individual must reach the compulsory schooling age
for the school year. This typically differs from the calendar year, which spans from January to December. The last day of the effective
school year for enrollment is the enrollment cutoff date.

Fair Labor Standards Act: The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) establishes minimum wage, overtime pay, recordkeeping, and youth
employment standards affecting employees in the private sector and in Federal, State, and local governments.

Full-timeWork Permit: A full-time work permit enables a minor to be lawfully employed to work during school hours for the entire time
that day school is in session. Some states or districts might require these minors to attend part-time evening school to remain eligible
for this work permit. Vocational training programs and/or apprenticeships are not a part of a full-time work permit.

Hardship Work Permit: A hardship work permit may be issued to a student who does not meet the work permit age or literacy
requirements for a full-time or part-time work permit. These permits are provided to students who can demonstrate financial need,
and whose income from employment is essential to support themselves or their families. In most states, hardship work permits are also
granted to emancipated minors. Hardship work permits are generally granted either by the state’s department of education or by the
school district.

Part-time Work Permit: A part-time work permit enables a minor to be lawfully employed to work for some portion of the day during
school hours on days in which school is in session. Restrictions are placed on both the time and the number of the hours of day school
that the permit holder may miss due to employment.

Vacation Work Permit: A vacation work permit enables a minor to be lawfully employed to work during weekends and holidays when
school is not in session. The possession of a vacation work permit does not exempt a minor from school attendance.

Version information

Current Version: 1.0 (October 2024)

Version History
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